WEEKLY FREE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 


^ ^ 6DF ENERGY London and South of England Media Awards 


FREE 


Kent on Sunday 

www.kentnews.co.uk June 28,2015 & wpct oHi+irm lMn fififi 


North & West edition No 666 



TRAVEL 


EVENTS 


SPORT 


MILITARY 


Minister’s vow 
in Stack chaos 


Exclusive on how to 
solve lorry dilemma 


eserves ready 
or frontline 

tend Army training 
event in the Pyrenees 


Ahead of the Ashes series, 
tourists clash with Kent 


PASSION FOR LIFE 

RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE NAV 1.216V 75 

• 16" alloy wheels • 4-year warranty 1 

MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 
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The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the car 
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(5.5). The official C0 2 emissions are 127g/km. EU Directive and 
Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption 
and C0 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and 
other factors. 
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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door - operated by hand held ‘keyring’ handset is currently reduced 
from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £799! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



Price includes: 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


Remote Control & keyring handset 
Includes free internal manual override 
All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 
White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 
Extremely secure auto-locking system 
Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 
Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6” wide 
Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting 
The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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County’s crossroads are 
reason for contemplation 


OUR county has lots of recurring 
themes; those issues which return 
each and every year yet rarely seem 
to actually reach a conclusion. 

And inside this week’s edition we 
touch upon some real classics. But, 
once again, the solutions seem so 
desperately hard to reach. 

First up is Operation Stack. We all 
know it’s a problem, we all know it 
causes traffic chaos. But the 
alternatives seem to be simply 
concreting over huge parts of 
countryside to create lorry parks. A 
big sacrifice for a problem 
which may only take place a JM 
few days a year. ^ 

Then there is the issue of a 
third lower Thames 
crossing. It is news to no-one 
that the existing Dartford 
Crossing is one of the most 
congested stretches of roads in 
the country. Yet to build 
a new one will, 
again, mean an 



awful lot of 
serious construc¬ 


tion and a huge cost to the public 
purse. What’s more, as our popula¬ 
tion continues to expand will the 
resulting increase in the number of 
cars simply mean we just end up 
with another busy, congested road? 

Moving on, we then have the local 
dilemmas such as the Tunbridge 
Wells cinema saga and the on-going 
row as to whether public money 
should be used to solve a private 
enterprise failure. 

And on our Agenda page there’s 
more on Manston Airport - a site 
which has seen so much money 
invested with so little return, 
yet which still commands a 
very vocal chorus of support 
who continue to be con¬ 
vinced it is the key to 
Thanet’s economic prosperity. 
All sides of all arguments 
are pretty compelling and set to 
be with us for a while yet. 
Read our regular 
reports and come 
to your own 
conclusion. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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JSHvtlmuiL 

Manufacturing the nation's timber buildings for 30yrs... 
our showsite is based in Kent between Ashford and Faversham! 




r SPECIAL OFFER two bay barn 
with oak frontage guttering and 
k traditional clay tiles only £9,950 


L including VAT and fitting, plus small delivery charge depending on area 


Oak Garages 
Home Offices 
Garden Room$ 
Stables 
Mobiles 


Our massive buying power 
& combination of traditional 
workmanship and hi-tech 
production facilities enable 
us to deliver unparalleled 
L adaJit\iand valiiel*. 7 


Special Offer... 
20% off our 
National Range Mi 
ordered for delivei 
next month! 


Call our free brochureline now 

for your 100 page brochure & pricelist 24hrs 7days on 

0800 021 4066 or call our 

sales team on 01233 740944 office hours 

www.nationalstables.co.uk 



National Stables, Ashford Road, Badlesmere, Faversham, Kent, ME13 0JX 
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Minister ‘determined’ to 
solve the Stack dilemma 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


TRANSPORT minister Andrew 
Jones says the government are 
“determined to do whatever 
possible” to solve the problem of 
Operation Stack after another 
chaotic week on the county’s roads. 

Writing in an exclusive article 
for our website, www.kentnews. 
co.uk, the Conservative minister 
said the aim was to stop Kent 
bearing the brunt of any problem 
at the Channel ports. 

He said: “Following the imple¬ 
mentation of Operation Stack for 
the first time this year in January, 
Kent County Council, Kent Police, 
Highways England, national 
freight associations and others 
formed a task force to find better 
options. Those options will include 
proposals to mitigate the worst 
effects of Operation Stack, or to 
prevent it from having to be 
implemented in the first place. 

“The task force is due to deliver a 
report to ministers soon. We look 
forward to receiving that report, 
and although we know there are 
no easy answers, we are deter¬ 
mined to do whatever possible to 


help keep Kent’s roads free from 
disruption.” 

Protesting French ferry workers 
blocked the Port of Calais on 
Tuesday as part of industrial action 
over the closure of the 
MyFerryLink operation. 

It stopped all Dover to Calais 
crossings. The problem was then 
exacerbated when they blockaded 
Eurotunnel and damaged tracks 
which forced the cancellation of all 
services by Le Shuttle and Eurostar. 


With lorries heading to the 
Continent left with no way to cross, 
they started backing up out of 
Dover, forcing Kent Police to 
execute phase two of Operation 
Stack - turning the stretch of 
coastbound M20 between Maid¬ 
stone and Ashford into a giant 
lorry park. It, in turn, forced all 
other vehicles onto other roads, 
causing congestion across much of 
east Kent. 

Ashford Tory MP Damian Green 


added; “I think the realistic option 
is a series of smaller lorry parks 
around the county rather than one 
big one, which is unacceptable 
wherever you put it. 

“Ever time Stack is implemented, 
it reminds us of the urgency. This 
conversation needs to reach a 
conclusion - and quickly.” 

To read the full article by 
Andrew Jones, and all the latest 
news all week long, see our website 
www.kentnews.co.uk. 


Northern Lights blow after 
Met Office gives false hope 


Let's take legal action 
against striking French 
workers, says Tory MP 


AN MP has demanded the UK 
considers taking legal action against 
striking French workers following 
this week’s disarray. 

Angry Folkestone MP Damian 
Collins says he is sick of Kent bearing 
the brunt of employment disputes on 
the other side of the Channel. 

He said: “The strikes have not only 
caused huge backlogs, that have 
disrupted roads across Kent and 
beyond, but the tunnel has been 
broken into and the tracks damaged. 

“It begs the question as to whether 
we should be considering legal action 
against the strikers, and their 
unions. 

“It cannot be right that a strike at 
the Port of Calais can lead to the 
closure of Eurostar services, and 
disruption across our area. 

“This should never have been 
allowed to happen. Moreover, the 
chaos has caused long queues for 
lorry drivers in Northern France, 
which in turn has provided opportu¬ 
nities for illegal immigrants to 


attempt to board them in the hope of 
entering the country.” 

Amid remarkable scenes, migrants 
camped in Calais took advantage of 
backed-up HGVs in Calais to flood 
the roads in a bid to stow away on 
board and gain illegal access to the 
UK - once again igniting the debate 
over just who should be responsible 
for security in Calais. 

The industrial action was resolved 
when rival firm DFDS, which had 
already agreed to lease two of the 
firm’s ferries when MyFerryLink 
ceases trading next month, agreed to 
take over the former co-operative 
and thus save hundreds of jobs. 

Kent, however, paid a high price 
for the latest protest across the 
Channel. 

However, the UK government has 
been careful to not pour fuel on the 
flames this week, saying only that it 
is working closely with the French 
government over security at Calais 
and that it seeks to find a solution to 
Operation Stack. 


HOPES of catching a rare glimpse 
of the aurora borealis - better 
known as the Northern Lights 
- were dashed on Wednesday night. 

The Met Office had said those in 
the north of the county may get to 
see the spectacular light show 
shortly after sunset. 

But while there were sightings 
in other, more northerly parts of 
the country Kent drew a blank. 


A 29-year-old man who stole more 
than £30,000 from his grandmother 
as she recovered in hospital after a 
fall, has been jailed for 20 months. 

Daniel Westbury, formerly of 
Keyes Avenue, Chatham, appeared 
at Maidstone Crown Court after 
pleading guilty at an earlier hearing. 

His grandmother had entrusted 
Westbury with her bank card and 
PIN to ensure she didn’t miss bill 


Adam Leach, chairman of the 
South East Kent Astronomical 
Society, said: “There was a lot of 
cloud, which would have affected 
visibility. You are more likely to 
see the lights with a camera, 
rather than with the naked eye - 
it is easier to capture on long 
exposure photos. But if you are in 
a dark area, you can potentially 
pick up a sighting there.” 


payments after a fall just before 
Christmas 2013. 

But Westbury and partner 
Tracey Hallam, 30, transferred 
£34,000 to his bank account, 
redecorated their house and 
bought a new television. They even 
bought HaJlam’s sister a car. 

Tracey Hallam was sentenced to 
16 months imprisonment, suspend¬ 
ed for two years. 


Grandson steals £34k from 
own grandmother's account 
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Heatwave forecast as temperatures set to soar 


THE Met Office says we could be set to swelter in a 
heatwave next week with forecasters predicting 
temperatures could reach the mid-30s Celsius. 

And that would mean we could see the hottest days of 
the year so far. The Met Office says we will see ‘ ‘a real 
change in the way it feels’ ’ and says there are set to be 
' ‘hot days and humid nights, especially across the south’ ’. 


A spokesman said: “Highs across southern Britain 
are likely to reach the low 30s Celsius with a small 
chance of values in the mid 30s here.” 

However, they added: “It’s worth saying that there is 
some uncertainty about how much of the hot weather 
will reach us, and it may only last a couple of days. And 
it may end with thunderstorms.” 


Cops: Throw things off 
road bridges and you 
could be thrown in jail 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


POLICE have warned anyone hurl¬ 
ing objects from road bridges could 
face time behind bars after a spate of 
incidents across the county. 

In particular, there have been in¬ 
cidents along the M20 motorway. 

Since January 2015, there have 
been 15 reported incidents of objects 
being thrown off bridges between 
junctions four and five of the M20 
and from crossings over the A228 at 
Snodland and East Peckham. 

Signs have been fixed to bridges 
which cross parts of the motorway 
in west Kent, warning offenders 
they could face up to seven years in 
prison and fines of £1,000. 

Notices have also been secured to 
crossings above the A228. 

Tonbridge Chief Insp Gill Ellis said: 
“I cannot stress enough how dan¬ 
gerous it is to throw objects from 
bridges. Throwing anything at a 
moving vehicle is incredibly stupid 
and also malicious. 



DANGER: Motorists put at risk 

“It could easily kill someone, espe¬ 
cially if they are travelling at high 
speeds on a major road. 

“Fortunately reports of this na¬ 
ture are still rare, but those who 
commit such crimes will face serious 


repercussions. We also want motor¬ 
ists to be aware that incidents such 
as this are occurring and to remain 
vigilant.” 

In July 2010, a 47-year-old man 
died following a collision involving a 
lorry and a pick-up truck on the A20 
Swanley interchange, after it was 
reported that stones had been 
thrown at the lorry. 

Currently, as officers continue ef¬ 
forts to reduce incidents, CCTV cam¬ 
eras have also been installed to 
monitor locations. 

Chief Insp Ellis added: “We will be 
monitoring the cameras and will ar¬ 
rest anyone we find carrying out 
these malicious acts. Visible patrols 
have been increased in vulnerable 
areas, which will be making regular 
checks for any suspicious behaviour. 

“We are also working in partner¬ 
ship with local schools to inform and 
educate pupils of the dangers and 
penalties. 

“I would urge parents to also en¬ 
sure their children know the dan¬ 
gers and consequences of throwing 
objects onto the highway.” 



HIGH: Stepplejacks take to the skies 

Listed obelisk 
undergoes 
major repairs 

REPAIRS of a Grade II-listed monument 
in a village near Ashford have been 
taking place this week, with steeplejacks 
clambering up the 52ft obelisk. 

The Bilsington Monument, built in 
1835 to celebrate the life of local 
landowner and philanthropist Sir 
William Richard Cosway. 

But over the years it has been battered 
by the weather and even struck by 
lightning. 

Now, thanks to a spate of donations, 
specialists will restore the historical 
obelisk to its former glory. 

Trustee of the independent charitable 
trust, the Bilsington Monument Trust, 
Robert Boutwood, said: “These kind 
donations have allowed for the work to 
go ahead and we are extremely grateful 
to all those who have supported the 
project and by doing so help to protect 
our local heritage.” 

Western Steeplejacks, which special¬ 
ise in renovation work to historical and 
ancient buildings, has been commis¬ 
sioned to carry out the repair works. 

And those visiting the site, which 
overlooks the village cricket ground, 
will have seen the team of three experts 
scaling the tall and difficult structure by 
using ladders and ropes. 

By this method, they avoid the need 
for expensive scaffolding. 


Latest Fifty Shades 
sells 1m in first week 

THERE appears to be no let-up in our desire for 
Christian Grey, after book sales of the latest 
instalment of the Fifty Shades of Grey accelerated 
past one million in its first week. 

The books are written by EL James - real name 
Erika Mitchell - who spent many years studying at 
the University of Kent in Canterbury, before going 
on to pen the global erotic success story. 

The latest book, called simply Grey, retells the 
story of the original book - which has already 
spawned two sequels - but told through the eyes 
of troubled billionaire Christian Grey. 

In total, the series has already sold more than 
125 million copies worldwide, catapulting EL 
James to millionaire status.. 

However, the book has been slammed by 
critics. Nick Clark of the Independent described 
the book at “drawn out, racy, frequently painful 
and unintentionally hilarious. 

The Telegraph said it was “written with the 
personality of a blow-up doll”. 


Janice Atkinson told 
to resign as our MEP 

PRESSURE has been piled on former Ukip MEP 
Janice Atkinson to resign after she confirmed she had 
entered into a coalition with extreme French 
right-winter Marine Le Pen. 

Ms Atkinson, who was expelled from Ukip, has 
joined a right-wing group in the European Parliament 
which includes Le Pen’s French National Front. Green 
MEP Keith Taylor described the group as a platform 
for ‘ ‘Europe’s worst racists and homophobes’ ’. 

Now Liberal Democrat MEP Catherine Bearder 
says the time has come for Ms Atkinson, who now 
serves as an independent after being kicked out of Ukip 
following allegations over expenses, to step down. 

She said: ‘ ‘Ms Atkinson disgraced herself on more 
than one occasion in the campaign. It seems she has 
now joined a newly formed far-right group. This is 
bad news for voters and bad news for the south east 
and Janice should do the honourable thing if she 
cannot continue as a Ukip MEP and step down.’ ’ 

KoS attempted to contact Ms Atkinson this week to 
get her response but she failed to return our calls. 


MP delight as airline 
tackles noisy engines 

TUNBRIDGE Wells MP Greg Clark has claimed a 
victory in the fight against aircraft noise after the chief 
executive of British Airways wrote to him to confirm it 
will be cutting its air pollution. 

Keith Williams, has pledged to modify older Airbus 
A320 planes which produce a particularly disturbing 
high-pitched whining noise. 

The company has been in touch with the Conserv¬ 
ative MP to say that they will all be upgraded within 
two years. 

Mr Clark, who is also secretary of state for 
communities and local government, said: “Aircraft 
noise is of great concern to many local residents that 
live beneath the Gatwick flightpath so this is a really 
big step forward. 

‘ ‘Older Airbus A320 planes make a particular 
high-pitched whining noise and the problem can 
easily be sorted out by retrofitting the planes with a 
simple piece of kit. Unfortunately up until now all 
British airline operators have refused to do so. I must 
commend British Airways for taking action.’ ’ 
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War & Peace show to end this 
year as organisers set to retire 



CROWDS: Good weather saw huge crowds for the popular event at Folkestone 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


ORGANISERS of one of the county’s biggest 
annual events this week announced its 2015 
outing will be its last. 

The War and Peace Revival show is due to 
take place at Folkestone Racecourse at the 
end of July - its new home after decades at 
Paddock Wood’s Hop Farm. 

But organisers say they intend to retire 
and draw the final curtain on an event 
which regularly attracts tens of thousand of 
military fans. 

However, they hinted it could continue - if 
someone came forward to take over the 
reins. 

Rex Cadman and Barbara Shea have run 
the hugely popular show for 27 of its last 33 
years. Mr Cadman said: “Barbara and I have 
organised War and Peace for 27 years this 
year and she is ready to retire, so we decided 
that as we started this journey together, af¬ 
ter much thought we would end it together. 

“We’re very proud to have grown the show 
from a small club event with about 100 vehi¬ 
cles, to the world’s largest military show, see¬ 
ing over 4,000 vehicles and 100,000 people. 
A great many other military vehicle shows 
have War and Peace as their parentage, hav¬ 
ing grown out of our event. 


“We were the first show to invite Second 
World War veterans for free nearly 20 years 
ago, and have had the privilege of meeting 
true heroes, no matter what they achieved. 

“Sadly their numbers are dwindling quite 
considerably and we’re losing an incredible 
generation. 

“We’ve had an amazing time, but sadly all 
good things must come to an end. The 
2015 War and Peace Revival will be our 
last show - it may also be the last War 
and Peace ever unless someone, or a 


group, comes forward to take it on.” 

War and Peace evolved from the annual 
Invicta Military Vehicle Preservation Soci¬ 
ety club event back in 1982 at Tenterden 
train station, which moved to the former 
Whitbread Hop Farm at Paddock Wood in 
1987. The War and Peace Show was then 
based at the Hop Farm for 25 years, before 
relaunching as The War and Peace Revival 
at Folkestone Racecourse in 2013. 

This year’s event runs from July 22 to 
26. Tickets are available now. 


Meet the cat living at 
busy railway station 

AN eight-year-old cat has moved into its new 
home - Tonbridge railway station; one of the 
busiest commuter stops in the county. 

The cat, named Sapphie, is believed to have 
been left homeless after her owners moved away. 

A hit with staff and commuters alike, there’s 
even been a short film made about her (view it on 
www.kentnews.co.uk). Ticket office worker Steve 
Davies said: “She goes wherever she likes.” 


Pensioner killed after 
her car hit by lorry 

A 74-year-old was killed and her passenger left in 
a serious condition in a London hospital, after the 
car she was travelling in smashed into a lorry on 
the A2070 near Ashford on Wednesday. 

Their car collided with an articulated lorry 
travelling in the Hastings direction at around 
4.10pm. The HGV driver was left unhurt. 


Historic hotel is sold 

TUNBRIDGE Wells’ historic Hotel du Vin has been 
sold as part of a multi-million takeover. 

The Grade Il-listed hotel, next to Calverley Park 
and once frequented by a young Queen Victoria, 
was part of the Malmaison Hotel du Vin group 
which was sold for £363m by US venture capital 
firm KSL Capital Partners to Frasers Hospitality. 
KSL had owned the group for just two years. 


Clarkes 


furnishing your home 


THE 

SUMMER 





Clarkes 

furnishing you- 

sale 


Online 


Langham Corner Group 

Casual Corner Group with multiple size options. Also available as 
standard sofas and chairs. Large selection of fabric options available. 

Was £2609 Now £1999 


INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 


WWW.ClarkesfurnisherS.CO.uk Sandling Road, Maidstone, ME14 2RF 01622 753073 


*Cash price £2000, deposit £500.12 monthly payments of £125. Total payable £2000. Subject to status, quotation available on request. Credit provided by an external finance company determined by Clarkes. Subject to acceptance. 
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agenda 

Rolling Stones plaque 
sparks Wyman anger 


DARTFORD council will this week 
start planning to remove a plaque 
put up at the town’s railway station 
to celebrate the formation of the 
Rolling Stones. 

It will be replaced after former 
Stones band member Bill Wyman 
said it was inaccurate and fumed 
on a radio show about it. 


The plaque reads “Mick Jagger 
and Keith Richards met on platform 
2 on 17 October 1961 and went on 
to form the Rolling Stones - one of 
the most successful rock bands of 
all time”. 

But former bassist Mr Wyman, 
who quit the group in 1993, says 
the band was actually created by 


What will make next week’s headlines... 


Pressure grows on plans 
for Manston Airport site 



the late guitarist Brian Jones. 

Jeremy Kite, leader of Dartford 
Borough Council, says the author¬ 
ity will “put it right” and have the 
plaque removed and reworded. 


SUPPORTERS of Manston 
Airport will continue to put 
pressure on council chiefs to 
pursue a compulsory purchase 
order (CPO)on the stricken site, 
following the publication on 
Thursday of the latest govern¬ 
ment report. 

Compiled by consultancy firm 
PriceWatershouseCoopers, it 


does not offer an opinion on the 
CPO, but it does say TDC did not 
do enough to make a decision on 
the financial viability of 
RiverOak - the American 
investment company that 
wanted to team up with the 
council as an indemnity party. 

Council chiefs will continue 
to discuss the report this week. 


...also 


Bid for broadband boost 


Dane Valley Woods vote 


BUSINESSES across the county can apply 
this week for grants of up to £3,000 to get 
better broadband. 

The scheme, funded by government and 
administered by KCC, covers the costs of 
upgrading the connection. 


DANE Valley Woods in Margate is holding 
its AGM on Monday electing a steering 
group and reporting back on its finances. 

The meeting, which is open to all, is at 
Taddy’s Barn on George Hill Road at 
6.30pm. 


Parade in county town 

MORE than 600 people will take part in 
next Saturday’s Maidstone Parade through 
the streets of the county town. 

A string of events have been lined up. 
The parade starts at 2.30pm at County Hall 
and ending in Brenchley Gardens. 


Celebrate our meadows 

NATIONAL Meadows Day is launched next 
Saturday, with Ranscombe Farm nature 
reserve in Cuxton welcoming TV present¬ 
er Mike Dilger to its special event running 
from 11 am to 3pm. 

It highlights their importance and decline. 



We are an approved Provider for 
Kent County Council and Bexley Council 


ItlPdKM UJU Lf 

m BEXLEY 


Home Care & Support avante) 

care & support 

Are you looking for care for a loved one? 'tvergone matters’ 

Avante Care & Support provides care to over 3000 people across Kent and 
South East London, either through its homecare service or specialist dementia 
care homes. The home care team deliver care and support directly into 
people’s homes allowing clients to stay living independently in their own home 
environment. Home care and support services include personal care, 
medication assistance, day to day housework tasks and respite care. 

No matter what care package is required, please call us for an informal chat. 


Everyone matters at Avante Care & Support 


homecare@avantecare.org.uk 
Bexley: 01322 344980 Kent: 01622 351166 


www.avantecare.org.uk Ot 
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Online big hitters 



1. Wedding to funeral gown 

Bridal outfits re-used for dead babies 


2. Channel disruption 

Full updates of this week’s problems 

3. Chatham murder 

Latest on Michael Tierney investigation 


The Essential Guide: 



Operation Stack 


Everything you need to know about the traffic 
measure which can cause such problems 



ONLINE GALLERIES: Checkout www.kentnews.co.uk for regular special photo galleries - 
like this week’s on the visit of Australia to play Kent in a pre-Ashes series game. We’ve published 
some of the best on the sport page inside this edition too. Pic: ADY KERRY 


All the news all week 

.. .you can read all the content featured here and much 


THE best things in life really 
are free. 

Visit our website and you 
can access not only last week’s 
edition of Kent on Sunday, but 
flick through years of back 
issues too. 

And all of this is available at 
the click of a button. 


All our editions - including 
the one you hold in your hand 
- can be read, in full, online by 
clicking on our e-editions. 

So there’s never a reason to 
miss out on keeping up-to- 
date with news and views 
from across the county. 
www.kentnews.co.uk 




Top online blogs 


1. Glastonbury bores 

Brace yourself for a week of Glasto tales 

2. Troublesome colleagues 

Trials and tribulations of hospitality industry 

3. Hologram world tours 

Are dead stars set for sell-out shows again? 


This week’s online 
poll results... 

Q. Do you think fox hunting 
should remain illegal? 

Q Yes 63% 

Q No 37% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



Undecided 


0 % 


See www.kentnews.co.uk for more polls 
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BEAUPORT PARK 

St Leonards-on-Sea, Hastings 


If you’re looking for the very best in leisure living, our luxury lodges will 
deliver the ultimate ownership experience every time. Beauport Holiday 
Park is a stunning country park set in over 250 acres of natural woodland 
on the outskirts of historic Hastings. It is a haven of peace and tranquility 
and the ideal choice to get away from it all. With a great mix of facilities, 
entertainment for all ages and lots to see and do in the surrounding area, 
Beauport is the place to be. 

• Finance available* • Private garden & parking spaces 
Owners Country Club • Heated outdoor pool 


Sell your property so you can buy 
your dream lodge, and a smaller 
_ permanent home as well! 

We can help you do this with our property part exchange scheme. 


Pitch fees, rates, gas & electric from £360 per month+ 


■ 

HOME EXCHANGE 


■! 


HOLIDAY 

HOMES 

FROM 


£9,995 


LUXURY 

LODGES 

FROM 


£89,995 


*Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply, f Based on average consumption. 


To discover more about park life please call 

01424 230 832 

or visit www.ParkHolidays.com/beauportsales 
The Ridge West, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN37 7PP 


_ _ ,# 

BeauporT 

Holiday Park 
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Special Report: Blood contamination scandaL.Special Report: Blood contamination scandal 


Victims apply political pressure 
on MPs in bid to finally get justice 

In the latest move in the campaign to get suitable compensation, sufferers take battle to politicians 


the 

investigations 



DEMANDS: Steve Dymond is determined to see justice is served 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A VICTIM of the blood 
contamination scandal 
says he has been heart¬ 
ened by the response of 
the county’s MPs as the 
campaign to get justice gathers pace. 

Steve Dymond, 59, fromBroadstairs, 
was infected with hepatitis C after us¬ 
ing an infected blood product to treat 
his haemophilia - a condition which 
prevents the blood from clotting. 

The illness affects the liver and Mr 
Dymond now suffers cirrhosis. 

He is one of thousands of people to 
suffer from a scandal which saw 
blood products sourced from the US 
- often taking blood donations from 
prisoners, drug users and the home¬ 
less - before being shipped to the UK 
to cope with mounting demand for 
such treatments. 

But the blood was not properly 
checked and many were infected 
with hepatitis C or HIV. Or both. 

Most concerning, was that when 
concerns were raised, the Department 
of Health continued to treat patients 
on the NHS with the contaminated 
blood. The scandal stretches from the 
1970s to the early 1990s. It is thought 
nearly all haemophiliacs treated at 
the time - either by using blood prod¬ 
ucts to help temporarily clot their 
blood, or via transfusions - became 
infected. Many have already died. 


Now Mr Dymond, who has seen his 
career and hopes of a family stolen 
from him as a consequence of his 
health issues, is joining forces with 
many other sufferers in Kent and 
across the country, in ramping up 
calls for justice and a suitable finan¬ 
cial settlement. 

Mr Dymond and his wife, Su Gor¬ 
man, have been forced to move into 
her 8 5-year-old mother’s home as 
they struggle to support themselves 
on pay-outs of just £14,000 a year. 

The Government only apologised 
for its role in the scandal earlier this 
year, when Prime Minister David 
Cameron also confirmed he would be 
making an announcement on the is¬ 
sue before Parliament breaks for 
summer recess. 

Opinion is split between demands 
simply for a suitable financial com- 


kk The need is such 
that this is not the time 
for tweaks or half 
measures. A full and 
decent settlement is 
now required. j j 

Steve Dymond, 

contracted hepatitis C through 
contaminated blood products 

pensation package and a full blown 
public inquiry in which those affect¬ 
ed can have their stories heard. 

As part of the process to apply 
pressure, Mr Dymond met with his 
local MP, Craig Mackinlay - Conserv¬ 
ative member for South Thanet 


- last week to discuss the issues. 

Mr Dymond told KoS: “We ex¬ 
plained in some detail, the need for a 
viable and decent package of on-go¬ 
ing support and substantial lump 
sum compensation payment, which 
would seem to be the minimum the 
government should deliver. 

“The need is such that this is not 
the time for tweaks or half measures. 

“A full and decent settlement should 
include an interim payment to allevi¬ 
ate the real distress experienced by so 
many. This, then, should be followed 
by a substantial, easy access, non 
means-tested system which permits 
the infected/affected community to 
live out what is left of their lives with 
dignity and a degree of peace of mind. 

“Craig Mackinlay was particularly 
receptive on this, as he was on the 
cost benefit analysis of allowing treat¬ 
ment access to haemophiliacs con¬ 
taminated by hepatitis C before the 
need for cancer treatments or liver 
transplants become inevitable. 

“Mindful the government has an¬ 
nounced it will make a statement in 
the next few weeks, we impressed 


upon Craig we would be pleased if he 
represented our concerns and gave 
direct input into that statement. We 
hope he will be able to.” 

KoS, in association with parent 
company Archant, has run a series of 
articles over recent weeks focusing 
on the issues at stake. 

Mr Dymond, who went public on 
his condition for the first time as part 
of our coverage, added: “We have 
been much moved and feel very ap¬ 
preciative of other Kent MPs who 
have written to us with messages of 
compassion and understanding. 

“The MPs who have taken the time 
and consideration to respond in writ¬ 
ing are Sir Roger Gale, Michael Fal¬ 
lon, Bob Stewart, Kelly Tolhurst and 
Julian Brazier and we wish to express 
our sincere thanks for their compas¬ 
sion and hope they will be able to con¬ 
tribute to the decision making proc¬ 
ess that will bring some semblance of 
restored dignity to this small and be¬ 
leaguered community; haemophili¬ 
acs contaminated and betrayed by 
the very institutions that swore sol¬ 
emnly to protect them.” 


JEREMY HUNT’S COMPENSATION COMMENTS SPARK FURY 


CAMPAIGNERS fighting for justice 
were aghast after health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt told one constituent 
any payment made to sufferers 
would “be taken away from 
money... for patients in the NHS”. 

Leading group Tainted Blood, 
which represents many victims 
accused him of “emotional 
blackmail” and his comments 
were “wholly unacceptable”. 

Mr Hunt, writing to one of his 
constituents in Surrey, said of any 
compensation deal: “Any addi¬ 
tional resources found for a 
settlement will be taken away from 
money spent on direct patient care 
for patients in the NHS, where we 
are already under severe pres¬ 
sure, so it is not going to be easy.” 

Tainted Blood was left 


fuming with the assessment. 

It said: “Many of our members 
view this as emotional blackmail. It 
is wholly unacceptable for him to 
suggest current NHS patients 
should have to suffer in order to 
make recompense for mistakes of 
the past. 

“It would also be immoral to cut 
the services now required to 
address the consequences of NHS 
infections.” 

In several countries, including 
France, Canada and Italy contami¬ 
nated blood scandals have ended 
up being played out in the 
courtroom. 

In one, a former French health 
minister was convicted and jailed 
for knowingly using contaminated 
blood on patients. 


No legal cases have ever been 
pursued in this country. 

In the 2007 Lord Archer 
independent inquiry, Lord Owen, a 
Labour health official in the 1970s, 
said: “The more you look at this, 
the more you look at the question 
in France, the more you begin to 
see people who were fearful of a 
legal process going on in this 
country. 

“The issues we were dealing 
with were extremely important 
and you suddenly hnd that during 
a 10-year role, ministerial papers 
can be pulped.” 

KoS urges our readers to add to 
the pressure on our local MPs in a 
bid to ensure justice is finally 
served for those who have 
suffered for far too long. 
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CLEARED : Former site of the ABC cinema, opposite the Town Hall, is still the town’s number one discussion point. But could fuming locals soon be able to invest in its regeneration? 

Could crowdfunding see curtain 
finally fall on epic cinema saga? 

Stood empty for 14 years and then demolished, this prime, undeveloped piece of real estate in regal 
Tunbridge Wells remains the hottest of political hot potatoes. Jamie Weir reports on the latest twist... 


A HISTORY OF DASHED HOPE AND EXPECTATION 


F IFTEEN years ago, cinema 
goers would wait patiently 
in a line which would snake 
down Mount Pleasant Road, 
before climbing the steps 
and into the town’s long-standing 
cinema. 

Back in the year when Russell 
Crowe’s Gladiator was wowing audi¬ 
ences and Tom Hanks found himself 
on a desert island in Cast Away, little 
did those cinema-goers know that the 
very building they were in would find 
itself stranded for years too on one of 
the town’s most prominent sites. 

Since then it has been at the centre 
of a storyline which has had more 
twists and turns than a Hollywood 
thriller. 

And now its latest instalment is 
being written after the developers, 
who had promised so much, decided 
to cut their losses and sell the plot in 
January. 

But having been coined the town’s 
‘biggest grotspot’ by the fiercely 
proud locals, one attempt to buy it 
may stretch the credibility of even the 
most seasoned film-goer. 

Because the local Liberal Demo¬ 
crats - swamped by the ruling Con¬ 
servatives on Tunbridge Wells Bor¬ 
ough Council - are mounting an 
audacious bid to reclaim the site for 
the people. 

And they hope to raise the millions 
required to buy it by asking for dona¬ 
tions through crowdfunding - the 
increasingly popular online method 


THE unveiling of the Odeon 
multiplex on the town’s North Farm 
industrial estate also marked the 
end of the cinema in the town centre. 

Formerly the ABC, Odeon had 
run the site up to its decision to 
relocate. And when it vacated the 
site - which, legend has it, was the 
place the parents of music legend 


of making an appeal for people to chip 
into a cash pot for a specific goal, and 
be rewarded with a product or share. 

It has become a hugely popular 
way for music acts to raise money to 
record albums by promising products 
in exchange for a donation. 

Now the Lib Dems are exploring the 
possibility of crowdfunding the mil¬ 
lions needed to raise the money to buy 
the site and finally deliver something 
on the land, to breathe new fife into 
such a central part of the spa town. 

The idea is being spearheaded by 
Ben Chapelard. 

He told KoS: “Tunbridge Wells has 
a number of affluent residents, and 
they may be willing to contribute to 
finally sort out this grotspot. 

“Our bottom line is that we want to 
see this site developed for the good of 
the town, and to be beneficial for local 
people. We’ve already consulted with 
residents in the past, finding that a 


David Bowie met - it put a legal 
covenant on the building; prevent¬ 
ing it from being used as cinema. 

Planning permission in 2008 
seemed set to see the area 
redeveloped but the credit crunch 
put paid to that. In 2011, private 
equity firm the Carlyle Group and 
London-based developer, 


new park, or open space for people 
was favoured.” 

It’s a very big ask, however, espe¬ 
cially given the sheer scale of the 
funds required. 

Cynics would suggest it was merely 
a political stunt - another chance for 
the media savvy local Lib Dem group 
to deliver some body blows to the all- 
powerful Conservative-led council. 

After all, despite the cinema site 
always being in private ownership, 
there have been huge waves of oppo¬ 
sition to the council for its failure to 
act as developers came and went 
without securing the tenants 
demanded. 

There have been calls for the council 
to deliver a compulsory purchase or¬ 
der (a rarely used power which can al¬ 
low local authorities to ‘force buy’ pri¬ 
vate sites for the good of the 
community) or simply to buy the land 
now that it is back on the open market. 


Bellhouse Joseph bought the 
property for £9.9m. 

However, after talks with 
supermarkets and hotel chains fell 
through, the owners cleared the 
site and then decided to sell it off in 
January of this year. Initial offers 
were put in earlier this month. The 
results of which are not yet known. 


But, as ever, the risk of investing 
huge sums of public money and run 
the risk of finding the same problems 
experienced by developers is un¬ 
doubtedly high. 

The council has, over the years, 
pondered its options, but opted 
against any move. 

Explains Cllr Chapelard: “The saga 
of this central piece of land has been 
running for years now, and we 
thought the site being placed on the 
open market would be a golden op¬ 
portunity to finally get something 
done about it.” 

Cllr Chapelard previously lobbied 
the council to get a valuation on the 
site, with the intention of pushing for 
its purchase for community use. 

He told KoS: “We felt this would 
give the council a good chance at 
helping regenerate a grotspot which 
had been a problem in the town for 
around 15 years. When we put for¬ 


ward a motion requesting the council 
get a valuation on the site, we were 
told that it had no resources to do 
this, or to contemplate buying it.” 

Leader of the council, Conservative 
David Jukes, who has a building 
background, is exasperated that the 
criticism continues. 

He told KoS his job was to safe¬ 
guard and protect taxpayers’ money. 

He said: “A valuation would have 
cost a significant amount of money, 
and certainly more than the council 
could have afforded. If, over the past 
14 years, no major international de¬ 
veloper has managed to make any 
money from the site, what makes the 
Lib Dems think a borough council 
would be able to?” 

An initial approach was rejected by 
the site’s owners. A renewed bid re¬ 
mains in the offing. 

Jonathan MacDonald, deputy chief 
executive at the council, says the au¬ 
thority will monitor the situation. 

He said: “We will continue to work 
with any new owner. The town will 
be let down if the agent recommends, 
or the owner accepts, a high bid for 
the land if the financial viability of the 
scheme is undermined as a result. 

“After a number of false starts over 
the years, this time we really need 
whoever is chosen as developer to ac¬ 
tually deliver.” 

All the people of Tunbridge Wells 
want is for the next chapter of the cine¬ 
ma site saga to be one which finally sees 
it come back to fife in some capacity. 
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Established 1981 

□ 


Over 57,000 customers! 


inc? 

Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


DOUBLE GLAZED 

i 

WINDOWS 

4 £1,512& 

C WINDOWS 
%3 £1 ,890 i£?AT 

l 

C WINDOWS ■ 

D £2,268 &>„ ) 

WINDOWS 
# £2,646& 

TRIPLE GLAZED 


OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra i 

£100 off 

on production 
L of this advert* 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Celebrating over 34 years of 
beautiful windows...Guaranteed 

Finance available subject to status, 
written quotations available on request. 

IL ' c 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

|| Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglazeit! ww 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
7th 
July 


Knight Road, StFOOd (opposite Morrisons) n-l jl ffii l i l fl .yy. i c " ^ ■ j ju.* . cQ pro * KBS7 ® 0BS74 ' 3 

fl A Qd |Q OpenBdaysaweek ~ ^ “3“ 

M mV i Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman SnuarP Sittinnhnnmp 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 5 B 

13 Lowfieid Street, Dartford 01322 290 525 f www.supaglazing.com ns £ 


AS HEARD ONh0£)ft 

1031 102.8 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 




Tigers sharpen 
their claws on 
mountains with 
Spanish troops 

The Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment has been 
on exercise with an elite regiment in the Pyrenees. 
Jamie Weir jetted out too to watch them in action 


A LTITUDE, freezing nights and 
baking days, as well as hail stones 
the size of golf balls. These are all 
problems faced when fighting in 
the Spanish Pyrenees, as 158 re¬ 
servists from The Princess of Wales’ Royal 
Regiment (3PWRR) found when they went on 
exercise in the region. 

The territorial army may once have been 
thought of as ‘weekend warriors’, but, now re¬ 
branded as the reserves and at the spearhead of 
the British Army’s plans for the future, they’re 
an altogether different breed. 

Members from 3PWRR - also known as the 
Tigers due to a historic deployment in India - 
got stuck in breaking barriers and becoming 
the first British troops to exercise alongside 
elite Spanish mountain troops from the 62 
Regimento de Cazadores de Montana (62 
RCZM), sometimes likened to the Spanish ver¬ 
sion of Royal Marine Commandos. 

The Spanish troops exist to fight in inhospi¬ 
table environments, with mountainous land¬ 
scapes a speciality for them, and wildly fluctu¬ 


ating weather conditions no issue for them. 

Soldiers from 3PWRR - with bases in Ro¬ 
chester and Canterbury - didn’t find it so easy, 
with commanding officer (CO) Lieutenant 
Colonel John Baynham noting that it had been 
one of the greatest challenges. 

He said: “The weather has been absolutely 
atrocious at times, and a real challenge for sol¬ 
diers with hail stones the size of golf-balls. 
We’ve had to make sure the troops out in the 
field are rotating their kit to ensure they’re 
staying dry when they need to. 

“There’s been some serious rain, with the 
weather turning quickly at times. At such high 
altitude, it can get extremely cold at night as 
well, which has provided a challenging envi¬ 
ronment for the unit to train in.” 

Soldiers out in the field also made mention of 
the challenges caused by the weather. 

Private Simon Harris told KoS it had been a 
struggle during some points. 

He said: “There have been some bursts of ab¬ 
solutely torrential rain. Real downpours which 
soak you incredibly quickly. When you’re deal- 
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TIGERS FIRST RESERVE UNIT TO USE REALISTIC SIMULATOR 


THE reserves have been given 
some seriously hi-tech kit to make 
sure the training is as realistic as 
possible for them. 

The battalion spent some of their 
time using the Deployable Tactical 
Engagement Simulation training 
system (known as Dtes), which is 
made by Saab. 

The system - which has mainly 
been used by regular troops for 
training - allows leaders to get a 
realistic assessment of soldiers’ 
performance on the battle field. 

Captain James Titchener told KoS 
that the system can save lives when 
soldiers get into combat, by 


ensuring when they train, it is done 
as realistically as possible. 

Captain Titchener said: “Dtes 
allows us to train in as realistic a 
manner as is possible. 

“The equipment comprises a 
vest covered in sensors which the 
soldiers wear, and a GPS unit. 
Soldiers are also issued with 
equipment, which, when fitted to 
their rifles fires lasers down the 
trajectory of their shots. 

“That means that when the guns 
are fired, it can detect whether the 
bullet would have hit the target. All 
of the information registered by the 
sensors is recorded. 


“Those recordings mean that 
after the action, a full review can be 
conducted which graphically 
illustrates every soldier’s 
performance. 

“There is no more guessing 
where soldiers were on the 
battlefield, or what they were 
doing. We can find out who has the 
best aim, who was doing what they 
should have, and who failed to 
perform to the required standard. 

“It’s a great system for helping 
teach soldiers, and has got some 
brilliant results. 

“It’s a lot like very expensive, 
much more high-tech laser quest.” 



RESERVES: A soldier gets ready for another enemy contact 


ing with the cold at night, as well as a 
very high altitude location things 
become a struggle pretty quickly, 
forcing you to dig deeper to overcome 
the challenges. 

“When you do conquer one of 
the peaks though, it gives you the 


best sense of achievement.” 

The altitude - around 2,000 me¬ 
tres above sea level - makes every¬ 
thing tougher for the soldiers, forcing 
their bodies to work harder while on 
exercise. 

That’s no laughing matter when 



you’re assaulting an enemy position, 
or dealing with an ambush on your 
vehicle, especially when your enemy 
- played by the Spanish troops - are 
well acclimatised. 

The exercise, which was called Ibe¬ 
rian Star, saw Spanish troops take 


the role of the enemy, helping British 
troops get a better tactical under¬ 
standing of fighting in the 
mountains. 

Lt Col Baynham said: “We’ve been 
fighting against the Spanish for the 
last week. They’ve had a live enemy 


and they’ve been absolutely 
astounding. 

“They have been very conniving, 
and understand the terrain im¬ 
mensely well. They’ve been extreme¬ 
ly challenging.” 

In fact, the Spanish troops use the 
terrain to help them manoeuvre to 
their advantage, often hiding in 
undulations which cover their 
attacks. 

The commanding officer of 4 
Mounted Battalion 62 RCZM, Colonel 
Salvador Madrano told KoS his troops 
had taught 3PWRR some valuable 
lessons. 

He said: “As a mountain regiment 
we are used to this type of terrain, 
and used to working in high altitude. 
Although the British troops have 
been extremely good, we have man 

Continues on page 16 
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What makes Camber Sands so special? 



This all action park is opposite seven miles of golden sandy beaches, its one of the best beaches 
in Britain! We have 4 heated indoor swimming pools to choose from and even a flume for the 
more adventurous ones! Inside our Longbeach Entertainment center you'll find everything you 
need to make your time at Camber Sands enjoyable from our 
relaxing boathouse bar to the glitz and glamour of the live acts 
in our showbar! 

Camber Sands has a wide range of entertainment and activities 
for you to enjoy, immerse yourself in the fun and games or just 
dip in after a day out exploring the local area, the choice is yours. 

We have various kids clubs catering for all ages with our friendly 
energetic Teamstars as well as our sports and water activities 
with lots of wet fun and capers, like kayaking and Pirate Rafting, 
there's something to suit all ages and abilities. 

There's so much more to Camber Sands, the best thing to do is 
give me a call on 07583 975 349 to arrange your VIP day pass for 
a full tour of the park and all of our facilities. 



Cheap static 
caravan for sale 

• Sited on 4 star seaside 

holiday park 

• Site fees paid until 2016 
• Park open 12 months 

Call Mark on 07583975349 
for more info 
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Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Bideford 

4 day coach trip just £129 

It’s true, you can now have a fantastic 4-day coach trip to Bideford 
and glorious north Devon for an amazing one-off late-availability 
price this August... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great deal - even the lovely days out 
are free - here’s the full details... 

Friday: We arrive this afternoon at the lovely Durrant House hotel Bideford for 3 nights 
D/B/B basis and days out on Saturday and Sunday 

Saturday: We visit the picturesque coastal fishing village of Appledore and the market 
town of Barnstaple. 

Sunday: We go to Exmoor National Park stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and 
Lynmouth. Included is a ride on the unique water operated cliff railway dating back to 
1890. 

Monday: We travel home on after a last, hearty breakfast. 

Durrant House Hotel, Bideford ★★★ 

Modem, spacious hotel of 3 star standard with two restaurants, two bars, and a large ballroom 
offering something different by way of entertainment most nights. 

Departs: Friday 21st August £129 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel 
and trips out as shown. Single Supp £19. 

Coach departs: Dover - Folkestone - Ashford - Maidstone - Royal Tunbridge Wells - 
then to Bideford (You never have to change coaches with GBTours) 

Call to book or book online: 

GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

31 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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LIKE FATHER, LIKE DAUGHTER 


IT isn’t just sons who follow in their 
father’s footsteps. 

For 20-year-old Sittingbourne- 
based student, Emily Harris, 
watching her dad, Simon Harris, 
get back from weekends away with 
3PWRR was too much of a lure to 
resist. 

She told KoS: “I used to watch 
him arrive home and hear all the 
tales he’d have, and it was just 
something I decided I wanted to 
do.” 

Mr Harris said his daughter 
joined for similar reasons to his - 
namely adventure. 


He told KoS: ‘ 'I decided to start as 
I wanted a bit of excitement in my 
life. I’m the branch manager for a 
decoration company, and I wanted 
to start doing something totally 
different. I was yearning for some 
challenge, and a bit more of the 
outdoors life. 

“It is totally different to anything I 
do during my day job, which 
means I have this escape. It’s 
brilliant fun, and it’s a great way to 
serve my country too.” 

The Private has even gone on 
tour to Afghanistan with 3PWRR, 
giving him further opportunities to 


travel, train and adventure more. 

He says that having his daughter 
at 3PWRR has been great, telling 
KoS she’s just ‘one of the guys.’ 

He said: “It’s brilliant having her 
along with me, and it works really 
well. We have had occasional 
differences, but very few big ones. 

“She’s become just like the rest 
of the team, and it’s handy that she’s 
become part of 3PWRR, as we tend 
to exercise together.” 

Emily also seems to love the 
experience, telling KoS she’s 'met 
great people’ and done ‘amazing 
things’. 


FAMILY: Father and daughter team, Simon and Emily Harris from 3PWRR 


Continues from page 15 

aged to teach them a few things. 

“The British have learned that the 
mountains are a different terrain 
where you must work at a different 
pace. 

“Moving around can take longer, 
and soldiers need to operate slightly 
slower. 

“The altitude means that men have 
to be extremely fit, and with steep 
slopes to climb, it’s important to take 
a bit longer.” 

The second week of Iberian Star 
saw the Spanish troops work far more 
closely in co-operation with 3PWRR, 


as the two nations came together, 
training in tandem and teaching 
each other. 

The two units worked together 
through a series of military scenari¬ 
os, with the final part of the exercise a 
dawn attack by the two forces on an 
enemy stronghold. 

The attack started with a long 
overnight march which saw the sol¬ 
diers put their stamina to the test as 
they crossed rugged mountain ter¬ 
rain - something made more difficult 
in pitch darkness, despite the high- 
tech night vision each soldier was 
equipped with. 

The Tigers arrived at their objective 


ASSAULT: Troops push through the enemy positions during the final assault 


under cover of darkness, with the fi¬ 
nal attack set to take place at 5.30am. 

The attack was a success, with 
Spanish and British soldiers fighting 
alongside one another to conquer the 
enemy position. 

The whole exercise not only gave 


British troops a great training oppor¬ 
tunity, but also worked to bring them 
closer to their Spanish counterparts. 

The end of the exercise saw Colonel 
Madrano tell 3PWRR he knew the 
two nations could fight alongside one 
another in the future. 






GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


Chalkwell 


DayBreaks & Holidays by Coach 
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Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 


Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 

store. 

Coming 

soon. 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

‘A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live ’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending June 28,2015 17 











WE CAN DELIVER BULK BAGS OF: bark * compost • top soil & building aggregates 



Heavy Duty Top Quality 
Fence Panel 6’x6’ 

When you buy S .orTnoro 
£16.00 EACH +VAT 


Paving Offer 

Forest Blend 


Bark (Bulk Bags) 

Homeleigh Offer 


Railway Sleepers 

Hqineleigh Offer 

13.99 EACH (+Srate> 

5.99 EACH + VAT (SJngto) 


+VAT (per 


www.homeleighgroup.co.uk 




%wi local tbtfheJi £r Bididm 


Maidstone 01622 791111 

HaM Road | Maidstone 
ME20 7QZ 
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THRILLS: Back to life after 12 years abandoned, the park will continue a phased opening of all its rides during the course of the coming months. 

Dreamland thrills the crowds as 
hopes high for bumper summer 

After an acclaimed, star-studded opening weekend, bosses at Margate’s re-imagined amusement park 
are seeking to capitalise on the buzz as it looks to establish itself for a long and prosperous future 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A S THOUSANDS of visi¬ 
tors flock to the all-new 
Dreamland in Margate 
this weekend, park 
chiefs were celebrating 
the successful launch of the retro- 
themed tourist destination. 

Eddie Kemsley, the park’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive, was lauded for her efforts and 
this week was delighted with the suc¬ 
cess of last Friday’s opening, which 
included big name stars performing 
in a special concert in the evening 
and. more importantly, thousands 
flooding through the doors to try out 
the rides during the day. 

Even the fact many of the attrac¬ 
tions are not yet ready - most notably 
the big wheel and the Scenic Railway 
rollercoaster - it was warmly 
received. 

The gates were closed at 5pm be¬ 
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k k I could hear people 
screaming all over the 
park, really enjoying 
the rides. It is that 
innocent fun that we 
are about, and we 
really achieved that f f 


Eddie Kemsley, 

CEO, Dreamland Trust 

fore re-opening for the Hulabaloo - a 
sold-out concert hosted by Charing- 
based comedian Vic Reeves and fea¬ 
turing the likes of chart stars Marina 
and the Diamonds and Chas ‘n’ Dave. 

Ms Kemsley told KoS this week: 
“The opening night was amazing, a 
once in a lifetime experience. It was 
such a culmination of efforts of the 


people who worked so hard, so to ac¬ 
tually get there was just incredible. 

“The atmosphere was electric - 
and it was just the first of many, many 
wonderful events we’re delighted to 
host. Marina and the Diamonds are 
the perfect pop headliner and all the 
acts including Chas ‘n’ Dave were 
handpicked to reflect the past, present 
and future of Dreamland and Mar¬ 
gate. It’s a year in the life of Dream¬ 
land in one day.” 

Throughout the evening, queues 
built for the rides, which have been 
described as a ‘carefully curated’ col¬ 
lection. The Crazy Mouse ride is a tra¬ 
ditional fairground favourite featur¬ 
ing 90 degree turns, fast bends and 
steep drops. 

“That ride is for the people, 
including the younger crowd, who 
want something a bit more hair ras¬ 
ing, and it is pretty exciting,” says Ms 
Kemsley. 

“With our rides, we will be chang¬ 
ing some of them on a seasonal basis, 

North & West 


so what you get is always going to 
change. 

“On Friday, I could hear people 
screaming all over the park, really 
enjoying the rides. That innocent fun 


is what we are about, and we really 
achieved that.” 

Many people dressed up in retro 
Turn to page 20 
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Turn from page 19 

clothes for the opening night, includ¬ 
ing Amy Belleheue from Rochester, 
who came in a full 1940s outfit. 


“I first came to Dreamland a long 
time ago,” she said. “I always dress 
like this, and love the retro vintage 
look - I don’t own any other clothes, 
so I love the retro vibe. I love it here.” 


According to Ms Kemsley: “This 
kitsch, retro vibe is something that is 
really fashionable right now - it’s re¬ 
ally hot and really out there. People 
who dressed up really contributed to 



the vibe of the night, they were part of 
it, and part of the look.” 

The look, of course, is a fundamen¬ 
tal part of the park, with designer 
Wayne Hemingway (see box) very 
keen to point out how every detail ties 
into the ‘brand’ the creative team 
have carefully created. 

Responses in the national press 
tapped into this, with the Guardian’s 
Zoe Williams describing it as ‘walk¬ 
ing a tightrope between an aesthetic 
event and a funfair’ and saying: “I see 
the dodgems in question: squarish, 
pastel coloured, built for the slenderer 
figures of the past, so beautiful and 
evocative and Brighton Rock that 
they look poignant, almost 
vulnerable.” 

Ms Kemsley says: “We are many 
things, we are a funfair, we are a sea¬ 
side destination, we are an event ven¬ 
ue, and we are an art project - if you 
want to see that element to us. If 
that’s not your thing, you will just 
come here and enjoy it.” 

The Telegraph’s Olivia Parker spent 
the day touring the park and speak¬ 
ing to locals. “There is a lot left to do, 
and we’re reminded again and again 
that today’s opening is only phase 
one of the project,” she wrote. “The 
famous Hall by the Sea, where the 
Rolling Stones played one of their ear¬ 
liest gigs, and the 1930s art deco cin¬ 
ema are still to open in three later 
launch phases. 

“But with the smell of vinegar 
splashed on chips spiking the air, the 
sounds of Elvis and Johnny Cash 
floating through the spokes of the fer- 
ris wheel and the first rides going 
merrily round, Dreamland is finally 
open for business, and that’s all that 
really matters to the people of 
Margate.” 




HEADLINERS: Chart star Marina 

So have they succeeded in impress¬ 
ing longtime visitors of the attraction? 



COUNTY 
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PRE-BOOK YOUR DISCOUNTED TICKETS HERE 
01622 633060 www.kentshow.co.uk 

30 kentcountyshow E kentcountyshow IS kentcountyshow 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF DREAMLAND 



and the Diamonds thrilled the crowds on Friday night (above), joined by Chas ‘n’ Dave and comedian Vic Reeves (left) 


Andrew and Caroline Spencer, Dreamland several decades ago. “But it’s better than I remember it the 

from Folkestone, used to come to “It has changed,” Mrs Spencer said, last time I saw it. It was quite sad re- 


DREAMLAND means many 
things to many people. More 
than just an amusement park, the 
re-opening is a victory for the 
local community. 

When the ribbon was finally 
cut on June 19, it was the 
culmination of a 12-year battle 
that pit people power against 
large business, and saw Thanet 
council make a brave and 
ultimately successful move in 
buying the site with a compul¬ 
sory purchase order. 

But the history of Dreamland 
goes further back than that - of¬ 
ten considered to be the oldest 
surviving amusement park in 
Great Britain, it dates back to the 
early 1860s. Known as the Hall 
by the Sea, it was operated by 
the famous circus owner, ‘Lord’ 
George Sanger. 

The park changed hands 
many times over the decades, 
being known as Bembom 
Brothers for many years, before 


ally. It felt unloved, and decaying. But 
there’s a feeling about it now, some¬ 
thing special. 

“While we are really disappointed 
that the Scenic Railway isn’t open, it’s 
great that it’s open at all. It looks 
bright, and vibrant, and feels really 
exciting, like there’s something in the 
air. I love the retro look - I think its 
terrific.” 

Mr Spencer added: “I never thought 
I’d be here, queueing for a ride 
again, so hats off. I can’t believe how 


finally closing in 2005 following 
years of decline. There were 
plans to turn it into a retail and 
residential site. It was sold to the 
Margate Town Centre Regen¬ 
eration Company for £20 million, 
but Thanet District Council 
finally bought it in September 
2013. 

The creative team appointed 
by the Dreamland Trust, the 
group that emerged from the 
campaign to save the venue and 
that has worked with partners to 
secure public funding, has been 
on board ever since, with 
legendary Red Or Dead 
designers Wayne and Geraldine 
Hemingway at the helm. 

Working with a miniscule 
budget - a total of £18m, which 
has come from Thanet District 
Council, the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and the SEA Change 
programme - the team have 
finally seen their vision come to 
fruition. 


quickly all this work has been done.” 

Ms Kemsley added: “It has been 
fantastic so far, with a great response, 
people have been really supportive, 
but do come down and check it out, 
we still need your support.” 

■ Tickets for Dreamland can be 
purchased in advance at yvyvyv. 
dreamland.co.uk. Thanet resi¬ 
dents can get a discount for tick¬ 
ets bought on the door by produc¬ 
ing a Thanet District Council 
council tax bill. 



4 Ball 
Offer from 

£20pp 


Corporate membership £650 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
7day membership £57 
Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
4 ball offer £20pp add breakfast £4 each 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green fees from £6.25pp 
Golf Societies from £27 
Driving Range Balls 
from £3 


THE COURSE 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days a 
week; you can look forward 
to an excellent round on 
a great course, followed by 
some of our renowned catering 
in Brewsters. 


m 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a M 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


Open to the Publi 
7 Days a week 
All Day Menu, Break] 
Light Bites, Main Me 
and Desserts 
Silver Roast on Fridays 
Ridge Specials From onh 
Sunday Carvery 2 cour 
£13.00 3 courses £16.< 
Fixed Price Function 
50 Guests Buffet £65i 
Weddings All Inclusive £ 
Large Patio overlookir 
the 18th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME 17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 
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How watching feel-good films in great 
outdoors is big box office with families 

Like spending time outdoors? Like watching movies? You’re not alone because, as Molly Kersey 
discovers, grabbing a picnic and a blanket and heading off to an outdoor cinema is proving 
increasingly popular with families all across the county... 



OUTDOOR: Central Park is hosting Mamma Mia! and Dirty Dancing 


W ITH summer upon 
us, people are 
looking for more 
and more reasons 
to spend their time 
in the great outdoors. 

And outdoor cinemas, which have 
seen a surge in popularity, seem to 
appeal to people who want to get 
outside and do something different. 

Consisting of a movie projector, 
inflatable screen and a sound sys¬ 
tem, they invite people to set up a 
picnic blanket or chair and watch a 
film at an outside location - entirely 
exposed to the elements. 

While a lot of outdoor events such 
as music festivals and concerts have 
been going strong for a long time, 
these screenings offer something 
new, and seem to attract people from 
a variety of age ranges as a result. 

“We attract young and older cou¬ 
ples as well as groups of friends and 
families,” said a spokesman from 


The Outdoor Cinema, which will be 
holding screenings of Mrs Doubtfire, 
Ghostbusters and Grease at Salo¬ 
mons Estate, Tunbridge Wells. 

“The types of films that we are 
showing are varied to appeal to as 
many people as possible.” 

So just what is it that people like 
about outdoor cinemas? 

“It is a refreshing alternative to 
the usual cinema experience and 
people really want make a night of 
it,” he said. 

“It is a classic and simple concept 
that has been going since the start of 
cinema. The quality of screens and 
projection systems have got a lot bet¬ 
ter and cheaper during recent years 
however, and people are beginning 
to make the most of it. This year es¬ 
pecially it is a type of event that has 
attracted a huge amount of people.” 

Some of these screenings have be¬ 
come increasingly quirky and unu¬ 
sual - this year Luna Cinema will be 


offering events which will see people 
sitting on double beds at various lo¬ 
cations across the county. 

George Wood, founder of The 
Luna Cinema, which brings screen¬ 
ings to locations including Leeds 
Castle and Swanley Park, said: “The 
Luna Cinema have always been 
committed to screening classic films 
in the most incredible locations 
around the country. 

“When we undertook our first 
ever screening back in 2008 in Dul¬ 
wich Park, we had no idea just how 
popular open air cinema would be¬ 
come in the UK. Hundreds of screen¬ 
ings later, enjoying a much-loved 
film on a big screen under the stars 
has become a classic element of the 
British summer.” 

And the movies chosen appeal to 
people across the spectrum - with 
families interested in films such 
as Grease and adults reliving 
their teenage years with choices 


such as Back to the Future. 

This nostalgia is a key part of 
what makes them special, says lead¬ 
er of Dartford Council Jeremy Kite. 

Last year, the council held free 
outdoor screenings in Central Park 


- showing Grease and Top Gun. 

“The films by and large aren’t too 
challenging, they tend to be kitsch 
films that people remember from 
their teenage years and their child¬ 
hoods,” Mr Kite told KoS. 



Maidstone Museum & Bentlif Art Galler y 
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LEGO® 

Challenge 


30 July & 27 August 

18:00 - 21:00 

Come and build your own 
LEGO 7 model fn a challenge sel 
by STEM NET* ambassadors! 


A stunning exhibition 
of architectural landmarks 
made in LEGO" bricks. 
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See Website for mom details & opening limes 


Lll racebook.com Maidstone Museum 
3 Maid stone Museum Q 01622 602838 

www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk 
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Some activities during Ldtes 

may Incur a charge 


Admission to Museum FREE 

Maidstone Museum & Bentiif An Gallery 
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“If you think about it there is 
very little chance of anyone having 
the experience again and recreat¬ 
ing some of their young adulthood 
in the company of other people. 

“You can watch these films on 
DVD, but it’s not the same. 

“It’s social, you’re in lovely sur¬ 
roundings and you’re sharing 
those surroundings with people. I 
think it’s very different from sitting 
at home and watching it.” 

This year they will be screening 
musical Mamma Mia! and eighties 
classics Ferris Bueller’s Day Off and 
Dirty Dancing. 

Mr Kite added: “It’s our second 
year of doing it this year. The first 
year was really, really successful. 
We spent a lot of time and effort re¬ 
generating Central Park and we 
wanted to populate it with lots of 
events. The tickets were absorbed 
very, very quickly and it’s obviously 
really popular for people.” 

He said that in just three days, 
4,000 of the free tickets on offer 
were scooped up. 

“I think people are just getting 
more social. I don’t know what 
would happen if we charged for our 
tickets and it’s not something we 
are going to find out, we are com¬ 
mitted to running them for free 
and we have had no problem get¬ 
ting rid of tickets,” he said. 

However, being in the great out¬ 
doors could have its downsides, 
with British weather being notori¬ 
ously unreliable. 

But, many say this is all part of 
the fun. 


“Of course, the weather is a prob¬ 
lem, you never know how it will be, 
but that’s part of the excitement of 
it,” explained Mr Kite. 

“Unless it’s really torrential I 
think people will still come.” 

Gemma Wright, press officer for 
Leeds Castle, agreed. 

“To be perfectly honest everyone 
just kind of embraces the great Brit¬ 
ish weather,” she said. 

“It tends to go ahead no matter 
what the weather. Worst case sce¬ 
nario we would cancel and rear¬ 
range for another night.” 

The Luna Cinema will bring 
films to the castle, and has been or¬ 
ganising outdoor cinema screen¬ 
ings for some five years. 

“We have done some really good 
ones over the years,” Ms Wright 
added. “When the royal wedding 
was on we did a great Mamma Mia! 
evening. 

“They tend to bring films to us 
that are either relevant to the castle 
in some way or relevant to some¬ 
thing that is going on. 

“I think people do tend to come 
back every year. Obviously it’s a dif¬ 
ferent film but the setting is just as 
beautiful so once they have done it 
they really get the buzz for it. It’s 
such a great atmosphere. People all 
laugh at the same bits of the film 
and at the end everyone claps. 

“You do feel a part of it. Before it 
starts and when it finishes you are 
in this amazing location and you 
can enjoy that as well, you are not 
just sitting in a dark room with 
nothing to look at.” 



No Chimney? 

No Problem.. 

Specialists in stoves and fires - wood and multifuel 

Brands: 

• Hunter • Avalon • Cleanburn • Arada • Villager 
• Firestorm • Romotop • Termatech • Firebelly 




• Supply and installation of all types 
of flue systems 

• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 

• Chimney’s rebuilt and repointed 

• NACS registered chimney sweep 

• Hetas registered installer 


^^Free ton of^ 
W wood and 25kg” 
I of smokeless 
I coal on all 
L installations 

‘terms and 

^^^conditions apply^ 




© 01634 855098 


^Free ton of 
wood and 25kg 
of smokeless 
coal on all 
installations 

k ‘terms and 

^^conditions apply. 
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43 SKINNER STREET GILLINGHAM KENT ME7 1 LG 


___ 



www.medwaystovesandfires.com 

i 



‘for full terms and conditions please contact us. 
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Stonecraft 

Paving Centre 


1 Beautiful Gardens Set 
in Stone ” 



— ••vrvvcjy 

Pavers £100 

per Pack inc. VAT. 

All Colours . 


The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 


20% off 

. OUR 

pat»o packs 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 


Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 
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Now it's your turn 
to fly the nest. 

Audley Mote House. 

Luxury retirement village. 

Downsizing is a big decision but it's also a chance to spread your 
wings and live the life you want. 

With over 75% of the village already sold, don't miss your chance 
to view the plans and reserve one of the remaining properties. 

Move to Audley Mote House and experience a truly independent lifestyle 
surrounded by 450 acres of historic parkland, minutes from the village of 
Bearsted in Kent. Own your own luxury apartment or cottage and enjoy 
the freedom of having your property and gardens maintained for you. 


Over 75% 
Now Sold 



Join us at one of our open days for a private tour of the village. It could 
be one of the best decisions you've ever made. 

Open days Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th July 

Call us now to book your place or to arrange a different date. 


Mote Park, Nr Bearsted, KentME15 8NQ 

Sales Office open daily, 9am - 5.30pm 
Properties from £369,950 - £845,000 



Call us to book your place. 

01622 297 093 


A 

AUDLEY 


www.audleyretirement.co.uk 


GOOD 

MOVE 
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Coal garden to 
recall past and 
celebrate future 


The transformation of a former mining area to a 
park, learning centre and site for business is the 
basis for a 'coal garden’ display at this year’s RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. Jamie Weir 
finds out more... 


O NE of east Kent’s most turbulent 
recent times is to be highlighted 
and remembered at the RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, after two students from Had- 
low College picked it as their theme for a garden 
design this year. 

The story of the county’s coalfields is one of 
tragedy and ultimately re-birth - with commu¬ 
nities torn apart following the closure of Kent’s 
final pit at Betteshanger in 1989 but soon to be 
reborn as a park, a learning centre and a site for 
business. 

Despite successive governments’ attempts to 
regenerate the areas affected by coalfield clo¬ 
sures, Betteshanger lay dormant for more than 
two decades after its doors closed for the final 
time. 

But after a concerted effort by Dover District 
Council to find a project for the area, Hadlow 
College stepped in, agreeing to spearhead a 
massive new £40 million development which 
will see the site turned into a new sustainable 
park, with educational facilities and business 
spaces. 

That transformation is the story which Stu¬ 
art Towner and Bethany Williams - both of 
whom will graduate this year with a BA (Hons) 
in garden design from Hadlow College - will tell 
in their garden named Green Seam, set to be 
unveiled at RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show in London between June 30 and July 5. 

The show - which is the baby brother of the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show - often takes on a 
more environmental slant than its better 
known relative. 

This year it will feature a wide range of de¬ 
signs, with competition categories including 
conceptual, historic and show gardens taking 
centre stage. 

Green Seam fits into the show garden catego¬ 
ry, promising to wow the judges with contrast¬ 
ing colours that represent dark 

colliery spoil, and green and 


pink plants to show Betteshanger’s regenera¬ 
tion. 

Garden co-designer, Bethany Williams, said: 
“It is important to me to use materials sympa¬ 
thetic to the particular landscape. This doesn’t 
have to mean ‘traditional’ - in fact, modern 
materials are highly appropriate in many 
settings.” 

Green Seam will feature a mixture of mod¬ 
ern, and traditional materials like steel struc¬ 
tures, coal pillars and climbing plants. 

The garden’s other co-designer, Stuart Town¬ 
er, said: “I feel that the old and new should sit 
side by side, creating a unique take on the old. 

“However, every garden has a context and 
needs to be linked with its surroundings. The 
types of materials used are key to this 
connection.” 

The context of Green Seam, with its tale of 
the death of what was once a major industry 
will hopefully live on for many years as the gar¬ 
den will be brought back to Betteshanger after 
the show, and replanted at the site. 

Mark Lumsdon-Taylor, Hadlow Group direc¬ 
tor of finance and resources and executive di¬ 
rector of Betteshanger Sustainable Park, said: 
“Hadlow College commissioned this garden - 
its first since 2010 - to demonstrate unique 
ability to celebrate business and student experi¬ 
ence in a relevant and contemporary way. 

“The Green Seam garden represents the 
transformation of Betteshanger Colliery into 
Betteshanger Sustainable Park thus 
celebrating the history of traditional coal pow¬ 
er contrasted with the importance of clean 
energy today and its relationship with the 
green world. 

“The Hadlow Group garden 2015 is the first 
national ‘coal garden’. Green Seam demon¬ 
strates what ‘out of the box thinking’ can cre¬ 
ate - a garden that identifies regeneration in 
East Kent, celebrates the area’s heritage and ex¬ 
hibits students’ innovative, contemporary de¬ 
sign interpretation.” 



GARDEN: Designers Stuart 
Towner and Bethany Williams 
and their design 
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DISPLAY: Hadlow Group’s garden will be at the RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show 



P&O 

FERRIES 

YOUR TRIP. YOUR SHIP. 


DOVER - CALAIS 


A 

JJOOD 

V °tJCHER 


Whether it's a delicious 
meal, fresh air on deck 
or hunting for treasure 
— there's something for 
all ages (and appetites) 
to enjoy when you sail 
with P&O Ferries. 


Book direct at poferries.com 
or call us on 08712 220 155 


Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. 
Calls from mobiles will be higher. 


WELCOME 
HUNGRY DINERS 

(& ON DECK RECLINERS) 


Terms and Conditions: Offer applies to new long break return bookings (applies to more than 5 days on the continent) made by 30th June 
for return travel completed by 30th September 2015. Excludes Foot passengers, bicycles and coaches. Offer may be withdrawn without 
prior notice and does not apply to bookings made at port. A £20 food voucher will be distributed at check in on the day of departure for 
use on the outward leg of the booking. Offer cannot be redeemed in conjunction with any other promotion or discount. Phone bookings 
are subject to a booking fee of £5. Subject to full Promotional Conditions and P&O Ferries' Terms of Business, available at poferries.com 
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Our latest 

Aquatics Supercentre 




EN 7 DAYS A WEEM 


...your first purchase 

(*Not available on existing promotions or offers) 


follow the fish here for more details 

submarineaquatics.co.uk 

01233 740110 


26 Week ending June 28,2015 



County’s farms 
facing shortage 
of home-grown 
young workers 

Too few young people are choosing to take a job 
in the rural sector, reports Jamie Weir... 


T HERE’S big money to be made in the 
county’s rural sector, but despite 
the promise of gold in Kent’s fields, 
there are too few young people 
choosing to follow a career path 
into rural jobs according to a range of industry 
experts. 

The lack of British youths looking for this 
type of work has led to an influx of foreign 
workers, keen to capitalise on the sector’s 
growth. 

It isn’t often thought of as a glamorous 
industry, with some jobs that are physically 
demanding, and others requiring long, or un¬ 
sociable hours. 

Despite this, it brings home the bacon for 
many in Kent, with the most recent report 
from the county’s rural business lobby Rural 
Pic estimating it creates one in seven jobs, add¬ 
ing a staggering £6 billion of value to the 
county’s economy. 

Ross Newham is the head of communica¬ 
tions at East Mailing Research, a scientific re¬ 
search institute set up to assist the horticul¬ 
tural industry - the branch which deals with 
growing fruit, vegetables and flowers. 

He told KoS the industry has struggled to at¬ 


tract skilled British workers in the past. 

He said: “Horticulture does face acute chal¬ 
lenges in recruitment with many of the physi¬ 
cal jobs such as harvesting and planting being 
undertaken by temporary workers from new 
accession countries in the EU. 

“Seasonal migration of labour has under¬ 
pinned the expansion of the soft fruit sector 
over the past 20 years and without it, the wid¬ 
er horticulture sector would have significant 
challenges in supplying such wonderful home¬ 
grown or UK produce throughout the year.” 

The familiar site of migrant workers stream¬ 
ing into traditional fruit picking across rural 
parts of Kent looks likely to continue, with 
Carol Ford, the commercial director at A C 
Goatham and Son - which owns and manages 
14 farms in Kent - telling KoS that despite 
wanting hire to hire locally, her firm tends to 
employ foreign workers. 

She said: “There is a significant skills short¬ 
age in the top fruit industry - apple and pear 
growth - and the broader horticultural sector, 
from graduates to the more seasonal picking 
and packing roles. 

“As a business we always seek to employ as 
many local workers as possible and this year 
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kk Although the sector is 
seen as being purely 
seasonal and unskilled, it’s 
a misguided perception as 
there are a tremendous 
number of jobs businesses 
are struggling to fill. J J 


Pat Crawford, Hadlow College 

we advertised for 500 seasonal jobs, some be¬ 
ginning now with thinning the fruit from the 
trees to then picking and packing the fruit. 

“To date almost all of the applications have 
come from overseas workers and whilst pay 
and conditions are good this is still not enough 
to attract local people to the sector.” 

That, according to Hadlow College spokes¬ 
man Pat Crawford, is not good enough. 

Tonbridge-based Hadlow is one of the coun¬ 
try’s leading land-based further education in¬ 
stitutions, and a training ground for many of 
the county’s future farmers and food produc¬ 
ers. 

Mrs Crawford said: “One thing we shouldn’t 
forget is this worker shortage has to be looked 
at from the perspective of dwindling food secu¬ 
rity in the UK. 

“Where we were once extremely productive, 
less food production is leading to more reliance 
on foreign imports. That’s particularly the 
case in Kent, the so-called ‘Garden of England’ 
due to the abundance of food we grow. 

“Although the sector is sometimes seen as 
being purely seasonal and unskilled, it’s a mis¬ 
guided perception as there are actually a tre¬ 
mendous number of jobs businesses are strug¬ 
gling to fill.” 

In fact, the Higher Education Statistics 
Agency - the official education statistics or¬ 
ganisation - found that 91 per cent of agricul¬ 
tural degree graduates found work within six 
months of leaving university, illustrating the 
demand for skilled workers. 

Mrs Crawford says that the problem begins 
when youths begin thinking about their fu¬ 
ture at school. 

She said: “The biggest problem with bring¬ 
ing new people into the sector’s workforce is 
that teachers, as well as careers advisors, lack 


any real understanding of the industry. When 
children visit their careers advisor, typical jobs 
like law, medicine, banking or sales are talked 
about, but jobs in the land-based sector are 
overlooked. 

“It is really at that point, when children are 
making decisions on their future, that more 
needs to be done to illustrate to them that this 
industry is set for growth, and there are some 
great careers available.” 

Rural Pic is aiming to tackle that very issue 
by trying to ensure people entering the work¬ 
force have reliable knowledge on the rural sec¬ 
tor’s employment prospects. 

Charles Tassel is the farming and environ¬ 
ment director with the organisation, as well as 
being an active farmer and board member for 
the Kent County Agricultural Society. 

He told KoS: “Kent has a thriving and inno¬ 
vative fruit sector which will require new 
skills over the coming years. Rural Pic believes 
that the first step is to provide young people 
and career changers with the right informa¬ 
tion to make a choice. 

“We will be launching a free careers app 
later this summer with more than 165 differ¬ 
ent careers listed. This will enable users to 
have a tool to research the options available. 

“We will be encouraging schools, career ad¬ 
visors and students to use this as a means of 
understanding the diverse range of jobs 
available.” 

Ms Ford from A C Goatham also says that 
more needs to be done to tackle the issue. 

She said: “There are many opportunities for 
the right candidates to progress and build a 
long term career in horticulture and we should 
be encouraging more youngsters in Kent to 
consider this - even if for a holiday job. 

“Like all agricultural work it is hard physi¬ 
cal work but with many opportunities to 
progress for the right person.” 

It appears to be a subject which new Con¬ 
servative MP for Faversham and mid Kent, 
Helen Whatley is eager to tackle having signed 
the National Farmers Union’s pledge to back 
British farming earlier this year in May. 

She told KoS: “Farmers have raised with me 
a shortfall of skilled agricultural managers. In 
a nutshell, not enough farm managers are 
coming out of agricultural colleges. 

“I’m interested to hear if this is a problem 
many local farmers are facing, and if it is a se¬ 
rious problem it is certainly one I would raise 
with the secretary of state for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs.” 



Minimum part exchange 
£3,000 on all stock Citan Vans, 


Citan Panel Van from £199*per month 
Citan Dualiner from £285* per month 
Citan Traveliner from £299*per month 


Available for immediate delivery 


*Terms and conditions apply. Deposit Contribution available when financed with Mercedes-Benz Financial Services. 

Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY and is subject to status. Monthly payments displayed are based on an 
Agility finance package with a 20% plus VAT deposit. 48 months term, 12,000 miles per annum. Credit provided 
subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 26/01/2015 
and 30/06/2015. Offer subject to availability. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, 

MK15 8BA. Part Exchange vehicle must be yours to sell and be presented with an invoice, vehicle registration 
document and at least 60 days’ MOT. 





Mercedes-Benz 


' Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge, Tel 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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I Oakwood House 


• Weddings at • 

Oakwood House 

A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree-lined 
gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. Oakwood 
House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding. 

• A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you plan 
your dream day 

• Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning 

• Ceremony and reception suites are available for intimate and 
large parties of up to 300 guests 

• Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic opportunities 

• 40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for you 
and your guests 

• Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities 


Discounts on late dates for 2015/16 

Your Package will include: 

• Private function room for your wedding breakfast and evening reception 

• A dedicated Wedding Coordinator and Banqueting Manager (who will act as your Master of Ceremonies 
on the day) 

• 1 reception drink per guest on arrival • 3-course wedding breakfast with coffee and mints 

• 2 glasses of house wine per guest during the meal • A glass of sparkling wine for the toast 

• Crisp white table linen and napkins • Cake stand and knife • Evening Finger Buffet for your day guests 

• A complimentary superior bedroom for the bride and groom for the night of the wedding 

• Discounted accommodation rates for your guests (subject to availability) 

Friday & Saturday price covers 70 guests: Sunday price covers 50 guests 
Extra guests can be added at the prices below 

Fridays - £4,672.50- available on: 21 August, 4 September, (usually £6,230.00) 

6,27 November, 8,29 January, 5,12,19,26 February, 4,18,25 March, (usually £5,530.00) 

Additional day guests charged at £63pp, additional evening guests charged at £17.50pp 
Saturdays - £4,935.00 - available on: 8, 1 5, August, 26, September, (usually £6,580.00) 

24 October, 7,14, November, 16,23,30 January, 6,13,20,27 February, 5,12,19,26 March 
(usually £5,810.00) 

Additional day guests charged at £66pp, additional evening guests charged at £17.50pp 
Sundays - £3,112.50 - available on: 9,23, August, 13,27, September, (usually £4,150.00) 

4, October, 1,8,15,22, November, 10,17,24,31 January, 7,14,21,28 February, 6,13,27 March 
(usually £3,600.00) 

Additional day guests charged at £58pp, additional evening guests charged at £17.50pp. 

All dates subject to availability at time of enquiry 




Calendar of Events 2015 

Join us at Oakwood House this year and enjoy some great food, 
children’s events and excellent themed evenings 

24th July - Return to the 90’s! 

Relive the naughties with all your favourite hits performed by all 
girl band The Strawberries. Meal, live entertainment and disco at 

£29.95 per person 

14th August - Blues Brothers Tribute Evening 

Grab your dancing shoes and join the party for this high energy 
show.The ticket price includes entertainment, disco and a 
delicious 3 course meal. £29.95 per person 

25th September - Forever Jackson 

A must for all Michael Jackson fans this evening promises a night to 
remember 100% live vocals and impressive choreography 
form The Ultimate Michael Jackson Experience! 

Meal, Entertainment and Disco 
£29.95 per person 

23rd October - Magical Motown 

Back by popular demand, this class act will have you dancing the 
night away. Enjoy a 3 course meal followed by live entertainment 
from the band and disco 

£29.95 per person 



OAKWOOD HOUSE HOTEL 

presents 

Comedy Nights 


2nd July 


MC - Craig Murray - Currently the face of Plusnet, Opener - Christian Steel 
- Top International comic, Middle - Paul T Eyres & Phil Cooper, Headliner 1 - 
Toju - As seen on BGT 2014 as Ant & Dec Golden Buzzer Pick & Star if Ch4 show 
Balls of Steel, Headliner 2 - Kerry Godliman - As seen on Live at the Apollo, 
Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow & Co-Starred in The Ricky Gervais 
Comedy Derek 


3rd September 


MC - Graeme Mathews - The only half naked fire eating comic in the UK, Opener 
- Susan Murray, Middle - David Alfie Ward, Headliner 1 - Chris McGlade - 

International stand up comic, Headliner 2 - Jo Caulfield - As seen on Live at the 
Apollo, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow, Mock The Week, 

Have I got news for you 

2nd October 

MC - James Redmond - As seen on Emmerdale, Coronation Street, Hollyoaks, 
Holby City, Opener - Phil Reid - 2014 Jokers joker of the year, Middle - Keith 
Platt, Headliner 1 - Adam Kay - Known for the London Underground Song & 
Creator of BBC3 show Crims, Headliner 2 - Andrew Lawrence - As seen on 
Stand up of the Week, Live at the Apollo, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow, 
Dave’s One night stand 

Doors open 7pm & Comedy 8pm 

Tickets £10 - can be bought over the phone on 01622 620720, via main reception 
at Oakwood House or via www.thelaughingpod.com 



The Billiard Room opening in August 



Open to the public 7 days a week, Oakwood House 
is a beautiful, centrally located venue where you 
can enjoy afternoon cream teas, lunch, dinner or 
drinks with friends or family. During the summer 
months the garden is perfect for al fresco dining. 


2 for 1 

for all booking 
throughout August 


T&C's = Pre-booking essential, you must quote the voucher offer at the 
time of booking and bring the voucher to redeem the offer. This offer is 
subject to availability. 
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N p h n 

needed for Jane 
to visit county 

The 19 th century novelist Jane Austen’s works 
are revered by literature lovers and her many 
connections to the county have now inspired a 
new book, as reporter Molly Kersey finds out... 


ENT is the only place for 
happiness. Everybody is 
rich there.” 

Coming from one of the 
most widely-read novelists 
in English literature, this is high praise indeed. 

Jane Austen, who complimented the county 
in a letter in 1800, wrote iconic romantic fic¬ 
tion novels including Emma, Mansfield Park 
and Persuasion. 

She had many links to Kent, visiting fre¬ 
quently during her lifetime - a welcome guest 
at grand estates in the area. 

And retired graphic designer Terry 
Townsend has written a book about the time 
that she spent here. 

“In the book I have 21 different locations, 
villages or towns and cities - like Canterbury 



HISTORY: Some of Jane Austen’s personal 
writings reveal her fondness for the county 

and Rochester,” he told KoS. “I’ve had an inter¬ 
est in Jane Austen and her work for about 50 
years, since the time I lived in Sevenoaks and 
saw a notice on the railings outside Red House 
where Jane’s great uncle lived, and that began 
an interest to discover more.” 

Ms Austen’s father was born in Kent, later 
moving to Hampshire and serving as a rector 
of Steventon parish. 

“He was born in Tonbridge and brought up 
there,” explained Mr Townsend. “He went to 
school at Tonbridge School and became a mas¬ 
ter there later on. 

“He had a sponsor in the form of his Uncle 
Francis, he used to bring his children from 
Hampshire to visit the uncle and keep on the 
right side on him really. He lived in the Red 
House at Sevenoaks. 

“That was the first time Jane came to Kent, 
when she was about 12 and a half.” 

And when her brother Edward was adopted 
by Kent-based relatives, Thomas and 
Catherine Knight, she had even more ties to 
the area. 

The story of how this came to be is quite ex¬ 
traordinary, and would be unthinkable today. 

“It was tradition at the time when people got 
married to make a round of visits to introduce 
their spouses,” Mr Townsend said. 

“The Knights were so taken with young Ed¬ 
ward Austen they asked if he could accompa¬ 
ny them on their honeymoon, and he just be¬ 


came such a firm favourite that they 
eventually adopted him. 

“Reverend George Austen was a little strapped 
for cash, he had a large family, so he probably 
thought it was the best thing for the boy.” 

Indeed, Ms Austen’s family was sizeable - 
she had six brothers and a sister. 

The Knights were from Godmersham, in 
Ashford, and this gave Ms Austen the perfect 
opportunity to travel to the county and ex¬ 
plore what it had to offer. 

Edward Austen lived at Godmersham Park 
- a house and estate which he later inherited, 
situated between Canterbury and Ashford. 

She would visit, often staying for several 
months, and went to surrounding east Kent 
towns including Deal, Ramsgate and 
Broadstairs. 

“Living in Hampshire, when she journeyed 
to East Kent she had a choice of several routes 
through the county,” explained Mr Townsend. 

“One of the main routes was the one that the 
pilgrims used to Canterbury, along north 
Kent, Rochester and Gillingham and that sort 
of thing, so she got to know all of that area.” 

Ms Austen travelled to Kent by stage coach a 
number of times, but had to wait until a male 
relative was able to accompany her, as women 
did not do this alone at the time. 

She would often be conveyed by Edward’s 
coach or carriage when she stayed with him. 

And she had the chance to enjoy social ac¬ 
tivities too - attending balls in areas such as 
Ashford. 

“The Austens had relations in other parts, 
particularly friends of Edward’s because he 
was at the forefront really of the county set, he 
had lots of friends around,” said Mr Townsend. 

“The modern Boots store at 56 High Street, 
Ashford, stands on the site of the Saracen’s 
Head Inn where Jane attended balls in the as¬ 
sembly room.” 

And after another of her brothers, Francis, 
married a woman from Kent, her opportuni¬ 
ties for visiting the area increased even more. 

So did Kent make it into any of the books 
that are still read to this day? 

The county is mentioned in one of Ms 
Austen’s most popular novels, Pride and Prej¬ 
udice, so it is perhaps appropriate that 
Groombridge - a few miles away from Tun¬ 
bridge Wells - was used as a location for a film 
adaptation starring Keira Knightley. 

Mr Townsend explained: “Jane tells us that 
the fictional Rosings Park - home of Lady 
Catherine de Bourgh - and Hunsford Parson¬ 
age - home of Reverend Collins - were near 
Westerham. 

“And Mr and Mrs Gardiner changed horse at 
The Bell in Bromley.” 

Mr Townsend now lives in Dorset with his 
wife Carol. 

■ Jane Austen’s Kent is published by 
Halsgrove Publishing and it is priced at 
£16.99. For more information, visit WWW. 
halsgrove.com. 





Summer - 

get £3,500 OFF 

A BRAND NEW HOLIDAY 
HOME THIS SUMMER! 


Bradgate Park is situated just two miles from the golden 
sands at Margate. This friendly, family park which has been 
serving the Kent community since the 1960’s is open 12 
months of the year and boasts an indoor heated pool with 
sauna and gym, perfect for the whole family. 


Take a look at our great reasons to own a 
Wyldecresf Holiday Home: 


2 month Owners season 


Friendly and safe park communities 
One of the UK’s largest Park Home operators 
Guaranteed Finance available* 

12mth Warranty on BRAND NEW Caravan Holiday Homes 


BRAND NEW 
HOLIDAY HOMES 

from just 

.£ 49 , 995 * 




For more information call our 
friendly team on: 0330 700 1102 

S enquiry@wyldecrestparks.com 

f (< 
c 




h oU£Oa 






(Calls charged 
at local rates) 


*Bring this advert along to the park to receive £3,500 off the purchase price of a brand new caravan holiday home. To receive the £3,500 
discount the sale must be completed within 28 days of initial enquiry. Guaranteed finance is subject to status. Site and pitch fees will 
apply. Prices vary between parks and are subject to change and availability. 12 month warranty available on brand new caravan holiday 
homes only Images are for illustration purposes. This offer is available until Monday 13th July 2015. Terms and conditions apply. 


Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 
Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

from our El Mazo range when 
two dine from our main menu 

throughout June. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 
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Look local with 


jobs ^3co.uk 
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WIND: Turbines may be allowed to turn if locals don’t want wind farms near them 

Campaigners welcome the public 
getting ‘final say’ on wind farms 

New Government guidance announced by Tunbridge Wells MP Greg Clark as Jamie Weir reports... 


T HERE are few energy tech¬ 
nologies which divide 
opinion like wind turbines. 

And those campaigning 
to ensure no more giant 
whirling blades are built received a 
boost when Tunbridge Wells MP and 
Department for Communities and Lo¬ 
cal Government minister (DCLG) 
Greg Clark announced communities 
would have the final say on whether 
wind farms are allowed. 

He stated that the Conservatives’ 
“one nation approach is about back¬ 
ing people on the issues that really 
matter to them.” 

However, Ukip’s Kent County 
Council councillor for Swale West, 
Mike Baldock, says that rhetoric isn’t 
enough, and now his party wants to 
see the Government delivering on its 
manifesto promise. 

Cllr Baldock told KoS: “This an¬ 
nouncement is a step forward. 
Whether what he’s said will actually 
manifest itself in reality is another 
thing entirely. 

“After all, we must not forget that 
this is the same Government who 
spoke about putting house building 
decisions back into the hands of local 
people. 

“That has ended up meaning that 
local people get a say if, and only if, 
they allow more housing.” 

Cllr Baldock isn’t the only person 
questioning how the Government’s 
news will actually work in practice. 

Rural campaign group CPRE Kent 
says that it is eager to see the an¬ 
nouncement put to the test. 

Brian Lloyd, senior planner for 
CPRE Kent said: “We have long been 
campaigning for communities to 
have more say in all planning deci¬ 


sions and welcome this new guidance 
on windfarms. 

“It says local and neighbourhood 
plans must clearly identify areas suit¬ 
able for wind energy - however, in 
Kent, local plans have so far not in¬ 
cluded this. It also says that develop¬ 
ers must fully address the planning 
impact and concerns of the commu¬ 
nities before the planning authority 
can grant permission. We need to en¬ 
sure that communities are listened to 
and really do have the final say.” 

Not everyone is in favour of the an¬ 
nouncement though, with fans of 
wind energy saying it could stifle 
what is still a fairly small industry. 

Keith Taylor, the south east MEP 
for the Green Party said: “This an¬ 
nouncement is an ideological move 
by the Conservatives as part of their 
continued campaign to block new 
wind farms. 

“In general, I agree with giving lo¬ 
cal communities more of a say over 
decisions in their area but if the 
Conservatives really believed in this 
principle then they would also give 
local communities a decision over 
fracking.” 

That’s something Ukip’s Cllr Bald¬ 
ock agrees with, saying that commu¬ 
nities deserved to be listened to more. 

He said: “Locals should get greater 
say on any type of energy extraction 
which is taking place in their area. 
That would allow them to make sure 
that their community gets the best 
possible deal for the future. 

“There have recently been a 
number of solar farms proposed for 
rural areas of Kent which have been 
extremely controversial. Why 
shouldn’t locals get the final say on 
them as well.” 



UKIP: Cllr Mike Baldock says locals 
should have more say 

For wind farm manufacturer Re¬ 
newable Energy Systems (RES), 
which is currently trying to get per¬ 
mission for between nine and 11 tur¬ 
bines near St Nicholas-at-Wade, the 
announcement from Mr Clark won’t 
change anything. 

Alison Jones works as the compa- 


IN a further blow to the wind 
industry the Government an¬ 
nounced on Monday that onshore 
wind farms would see their 
subsidy cut back. 

Under the new arrangement, any 
new projects which take place after 
April 1, 2016, will no longer get 
subsidies from Government. 

The energy secretary, Amber 
Rudd, made the announcement in a 


ny’s community relations manager. 

She told KoS: “As far as consulta¬ 
tion is concerned, RES has always 
worked on the principle that the in¬ 
volvement of the local community is 
crucial. That principle won’t change. 

“We always consult heavily with 
local people, and where necessary 
change plans to ensure that residents 
views are taken into account. We’ll 
find out what people’s priorities are, 
and try to shape our proposals to en¬ 
sure that what we end up with works 
for everyone. 

“The announcement from the min¬ 
ister is unlikely to change anything 
we do, though, if anything, we may 
work on our consultation process 
even more.” 

CPRE Kent says that the St Nicho- 
las-at-Wade proposal is likely to be 
one of the first tests in Kent of the 
ministerial announcement. 

Mr Lloyd said: “RES Developments 
have submitted an environmental is¬ 
sue request and outlined plans for 
community consultation. The com¬ 
pany has previously used turbines 
126 metres high in their wind farms. 

“We will be looking very carefully 


speech to Parliament. She said that 
although it was the Government’s 
aim to move to low carbon energy 
generation, a balance had to be 
struck. 

She said: ‘As we decarbonise it 
is imperative that we manage the 
costs to consumers. Although 
renewable energy costs have been 
coming down, subsidies still form 
part of people’s energy bills and as 


at RES’s plans so that we can identify 
the zones of visual intrusion and the 
potential impacts on listed buildings 
and other heritage assets in this 
beautiful landscape.” 

Mr Clark’s announcement is some¬ 
thing the chairman of St Nicholas-at- 
Wade and Sarre Parish Council, Sa¬ 
rah McManus, wholeheartedly 
agrees with, telling KoS that “local 
people know the area best” so should 
be the decision makers. 

Cllr McManus said: “RES have been 
good at speaking to the parish coun¬ 
cil, and asking for the local commu¬ 
nities views. They will be running 
workshops a little later this month, 
and it’ll only really be at that point 
that we’ll start to know exactly what 
local residents feel about the 
proposals.” 

One issue Mr Taylor says needs to 
be considered, is breaking the UK’s 
reliance on polluting fossil fuels. 

He said: “The UK is falling behind 
the rest of Europe on renewable ener¬ 
gy generation and with the Paris cli¬ 
mate change summit in December 
approaching, we must do all that we 
possibly can to catch up.” 


the share of renewables in the mix 
grows, the impact gets proportion¬ 
ally larger.” 

In 2014, onshore wind required 
£800 million of subsidies. The 
minister said that if subsidies 
continued, the UK could end up 
with more onshore wind projects 
than it could afford possibly 
leading to higher bills for 
consumers. 


ANOTHER BLOW FOR WIND FARMS 
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Ever considered a career in Osteopathy? 


If you’re thinking about 
what to do after sixth form 
or college, or contemplating 
a career change, then 
perhaps osteopathy should 
be on your list of options. 

Osteopathy is a distinct 
healthcare profession. It’s 
recognised by the British Medical 
Association and is legally 
regulated in the UK. Having a 
UK recognised qualification in 
osteopathy allows practitioners to 
set up their own practices and, as 
primary healthcare professionals, 
they are able to both diagnose 
and treat patients. The profession 
is very popular in Europe and 
across the globe, with recognition 
on a par with medicine in 
America. The average income 
of qualified osteopaths is over 
£40,000 and many earn in excess 
of double that running successful 
clinics in locations such as Harley 
Street. 

Osteopaths use their hands to 
gently release muscles and joints 
with a variety of techniques 
working with the natural healing 
properties of the body. This then 
encourages healthy movement, 
which in turn restores healthy 
function. Techniques involved 
could be massage, articulation, 


lymphatic drainage, manipulation 
of joints or the ever so gentle 
balancing techniques and cranial 
osteopathy. Each appointment 
lasts between 30-45 minutes, 
which gives the osteopath time 
to fully understand their patients’ 
complete state of health. 

Osteopathy is recognised to 
reduce pain, increase joint 
mobility and relieve muscle 
tension. Most readily associated 
with the relief of backache, 
arthritic symptoms and exercise 
related injuries, osteopathy is 
actually a far broader healthcare 
approach. Based on the concept 
that the structure of the body is 
directly related to the function 
of the body osteopaths have 
positive health effects on a wide 



range of common conditions, and 
because it aims to improve the 
way that our bodies function it 
can be applied to patients of all 
ages. Osteopaths work with elite 
athletes and top sports people, 
they work with Olympic teams 
and football clubs, they treat 
children, they treat pensioners. 
Their holistic approach to 
health is appreciated across the 
population. 

It may be surprising to know 
that Maidstone is recognised 
as a centre of excellence for 
the training and practice of 
osteopathy worldwide. As well 
as being home to one of the 
original post-graduate schools 
in Britain, Maidstone hosts the 
world renowned European School 
of Osteopathy (ESO). Founded 
in 1974 the School has been 
instrumental in the development 
of osteopathic education across 
Europe and beyond. The School 
currently has partner colleges in 
Russia, Poland, and Denmark, but 
it also helped the development 
of schools in France, Belgium, 
Norway, Sweden, Germany, Egypt 
and Italy. 

Based at the beautiful Boxley 
House, the ESO provides 
undergraduate education 
validated as a partner college 





of the University of Greenwich. 

Its four year Integrated Masters 
degree is respected for having 
one of the most innovative and 
exciting ranges of manipulative 
techniques, which means that 
graduates are well prepared to 
excel in an exciting and rewarding 
career. 

The European School of 
Osteopathy has a well-established 
and successful clinic on the 
Tonbridge Road in Maidstone, 
where its reputation for treating 
patients of all ages is well known. 
The Clinic provides over 20,000 
treatments each year with the 
Children’s Clinic being particularly 
popular; parents of children 
of all ages, from a few days 
old to teens, lay testament to 


the support, effectiveness and 
professionalism experienced by 
visiting the ESO Clinic. As do the 
many thousands of adults who 
have benefited at the hands of 
the School’s student practitioners, 
under the supervision of 
experienced and qualified 
osteopaths. 

The ESO is also trailblazing in 
the expanding world of Animal 
Osteopathy, which is now offered 
as an MSc. This is an increasingly 
popular area of the profession. 
Osteopaths are now treating 
thoroughbreds and ponies, 
pedigree and rescue dogs, while 
others are working in zoos with 
exotic animals and in wildlife 
parks in Africa. 




European School of Osteopathy, Boxley House, The Street, Boxley, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3DZ 

T: +44 (0)1622 671558 f: www.facebook.com/EuropeanSchoolofOsteopathy t: twitter.com/ESOMaidstone 


Become an Osteopath FS@ 

% f/\ lift* WA+U A Arl lf#M Ilf A 


Change your career path and your life... 
become a Healthcare Professional 


European School 
of Osteopathy 


The European School of Osteopathy is an internationally renowned school and it is on your doorstep! 


Our four-year degree programme provides every skill you’ll need to 
become a successful osteopathic practitioner, including a dedicated 
teaching clinic, where students get hands on experience, and a 
business and professional development course - 90% of students 
are in employment/further study within 6 months of graduation. 


Caroline Stone, our acclaimed and published Head of Clinic, will 
demonstrate osteopathic techniques and talk about osteopathy as 
a career. To book your place please contact Bernie or Michelle in 
Admissions on 01622 671558 or email admissions@eso.ac.uk 


Find out more_ come along to one 

of our informal clinical experience events:- 

Friday 10th July (10.30am-12.30pm) 
Monday 13th July (2 P m-4pm) 

Monday 3rd August (2pm-4pm) 


So, if you think that you would 
enjoy a career helping people 
of all ages and have an interest 
in human physiology and health 
maybe osteopathy is for you. The 
ESO considers every application 
on the personal qualities of 
the applicant. If you don’t have 
the required level of science 
qualifications the School runs 
a pre-entry science course in 
the summer, to get you up to 
speed. Mainly delivered via online 
learning facilities with occasional 
Saturday lectures, the summer 
science course has been designed 
not to interfere with your home/ 
work life commitments. 

So what are you waiting for? 

Make a positive change in your 
life by visiting the ESO Clinic at 
104 Tonbridge Road, Maidstone. 
Or better still apply for a 
place at the European School 
of Osteopathy. Who knows, 
in September you might be 
embarking on the adventure of 
your life. 

For further information and 
informal advice contact the 
ESO’s Admissions Team on 
01622 671558 or visit 
www.eso.ac.uk. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending June 28, 2015 31 


























If you're not in business for profit or 
pleasure, then what are you doing there? 

• Challenges • Resources • Evaluation 
• Planning • Getting the job done 

We can help... 

Business is not just about numbers but also 
People and Communication 

We would be pleased to hear from you; 
take your business from GOOD to GREAT! 

Julia May 

Business Consultant 
m: 07955 345383 
e: julia@juliamay.co.uk 
w: www.juliamay.co.uk 


Rosemary 
Nurseries ^ 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - 
rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery 
and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 

Summer Sale of Bedding plants £1.50 per pack 
including bedding geraniums - 6 different colours 
Bizzie Lizzies £2.50 for pack of 9 or 3 packs £6.00 
and Basket plants including black trailing petunias - 
verbenas - trailing and upright geraniums - 
bacopa in 4 colours - Million Bells - brachycomb - 
Non stop begonias - trailing and upright for super 
summer colour - filled Baskets from £8.00 - £23.00 

Roses £6.00 each - Shrubs - Trees - Ferns - Climbers 

Support your local growers 

Open every day 

Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4 



Please contact our sales negotiator on: 
07715 015840 to make an appointment 
to view our show home 



Retirement apartments 

FOR SALE Rent 

Chamberlain Manor 

Simone Weil Avenue, Ashford, Kent TN24 8BF 


Developed in partnership with: 


ASHFORD 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


A stylish new extra care development, 
specifically for those aged 55 and over, 
comprising 67 two bed apartments of 
which 33 are for shared ownership sale 
and 34 are for rent. 

The development offers extensive 
communal facilities, including, communal 
lounges, restaurant and hair salon. 

www.housingandcare21.co.uk 


Homes & 

Communities 

Agency 


Prices from: 


Kent 

County 

Enuntf1 


1 1 1 



£ 40 , 000 * 

r based on a 25% share of a one bedroom apartment 

For sales information, please contact 
the Housing & Care 21 sales team on: 

0345 608 4021 

sales@housingandcare21.co.uk 


housing&care21 
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ENERGETIC: Tom Odell took to the stage at Bedgebury Pinetum. Credit: Steven Law. 

Tom Odell and 
Rae Morris on 
stage in forest 

As the talented musicians made their way to the 
county, Molly Kersey went to see them perform 


REVIEW: by Molly Kersey 

MoLLy.Kersey@archant.co.uk 


UTDOOR gigs have been going 
strong for a long time. 

Many festivals make use of the 
great outdoors, helping audiences 
to combine their love of music 
with a natural setting. 

And the Forestry Commission’s Forest Live 
gigs are building on this idea, making use of 
woodland venues across the country for a 
number of performances. 

Bedgebury Pinetum, near Tunbridge Wells, 
makes the list. 

Talented artist Tom Odell, whose debut al¬ 
bum Long Way Down shot straight to number 
one on its release in 2013, headlines the gig. 

He enters the stage to loud cheers, applause 
and drum beats from the band and gives an 
energetic and lively performance during his 
opening song. 

He clearly wants to get the crowd involved, 
and it works, with hundreds of voices singing 
along to hits such as I Know and Hold Me. 

“Thank you for welcoming us in such a gra¬ 
cious way, it’s wonderful to be back and to be 
playing some new songs and some old songs,” 
he says. 

He is cheerful and chatty throughout, en¬ 
gaging with the crowd the whole way through. 

He asks if we like his new piano. 

“It’s a bit longer than the last one, you 
know? ” 

I don’t know, I’m sure many others don’t ei¬ 
ther, but he gets cheers nonetheless. 

Mr Odell puts a great deal of feeling into his 
songs, and he gives an emotional tribute be¬ 
fore playing Grow Old With Me. 

“I dedicate this next song to my grandmoth¬ 
er, who died not very long ago. We love her to 
pieces and maybe if I play it well enough she’ll 


be able to hear it somewhere,” he said. 

The songs differ, some such as Resist are a 
little more fast-paced and others, such as his 
new song Somehow, are slower. 

He puts a lot of energy into everything that 
he performs. 

Mr Odell is supported by artists Alfie Connor 
and Rae Morris, who recently released her de¬ 
but album Unguarded to critical acclaim. 

“It’s very good to be outside, gosh it makes 
such a difference,” she says to the crowd. 

“This has been one of the most pleasant ex¬ 
periences. It’s absolutely lovely to be on tour 
with Tom. We actually toured together a cou¬ 
ple of years ago and we collaborated on a song 
somewhere along the way.” 

That song is called Grow and Ms Morris 
sings it beautifully, with haunting melodic 
tones and a lovely accompaniment on the 
piano. 

Ms Morris certainly has a unique sound and 
her electro-ballads fit the scene perfectly - with 
Under The Shadows and Love Again being 
personal highlights for me. 

She has a very engaging stage presence and 
is clearly enjoying the performance. 

The atmosphere at Bedgebury Pinetum is 
very calm, and it is undoubtedly a family- 
friendly event, with the floor covered with pic¬ 
nic blankets and people of all ages enjoying 
the show. 

It is nice to see the sun go down, just like Ms 
Morris predicted we would in the run up to the 
gig- 

Lights illuminate the trees either side of us, 
a reminder of our close proximity to the forest 
and indeed the reason that these gigs are tak¬ 
ing place. 

As well as aiming to bring forests to a range 
of new audiences, income generated from tick¬ 
et sales is pumped back into protecting, im¬ 
proving and expanding the country’s forests 
and woodlands. 




A Stylish Selection of J 
Limited Edition Log Cabins 

• Swift Installation • Superior Quality 
• Superb Savings 


le ‘Florence 1 installed'**^ * 

3.7m (12’l)wide x 3.2m (10’6”)deep • Double gla: 
40mm solid timber walls • Perfect Home Office 


he ‘Garda’ installedA?^CiJ0u. 

4.2m (13’9)wide x 3.2m (10’6”)deep • Doul 
44mm solid timber walls • Ultimate Sum 


The‘Roma’installed RTp f 

• 5.4m (17’9)wide x 3.9m (12’10”)deep • D 

• 44mm solid timber walls • Stunning C] 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 

needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


r 


Find a Johnsons display village near y< 

• Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford • Hawley 
Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham • Newnham Cou 
• Polhill Garden Centre, Sevenoaks • Johnson: 
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ABI Arizona 


ideal starter caravan 

2015 site fees included 


Camber Sands Holiday Park - Conta 


Park 
Resorts 

Creating Amazing Memories 


Camber Sands Holiday Park Sat Nav TN31 7RT 


Camber Sands 

What makes Camber Sands so special? This all action park is 
opposite seven miles of , its one of the best 

beaches in Britain! We have 4 heated indoor swimming pools 

to choose from and even a flume for the more adventurous ones! 
Inside our Longbeach Entertainment center you’ll find 
you need to make your time at Camber Sands enjoyable from our 
relaxing boathouse bar to the glitz and glamour of the live acts in 
our showbar! 

Camber Sands has a wide range of entertainment and activities for you to enjoy, 
immerse yourself in the fun and games or just dip in after a day out exploring the 
local area, the choice is yours. 

We have various kids clubs catering for all ages with our friendly energetic 
Teamstars as well as our sports and water activities with lots of wet fun and capers, 
like kayaking and Pirate Rafting, there’s something to suit all ages and abilities. 

There’s so much more to Camber Sands, the best thing to do is give me a call on 
07446 111 787 to arrange your VIP day pass for a full tour of the park and all of 
our facilities. 


& ■ :.•* 

' Tl 


£t,ooo off 

A Static Caravan 
@ Camber Sands 

Call Charlotte to arrange your VIP 
Camber SanSopen 12mo Ih ^ « 

•i vo h with£ "™^ sr ava “ abte 

J oucher only valid with Charlotte at 

Camber Sands TN31 7RT 

; Camber Sands Holiday Park, 
l ,— Park Resorts 

! !j 
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More motoring misery ahead if 
crossing decision takes too long 

A decision on a new Thames Crossing needs to be made sooner rather than later to solve the 
long-term traffic problems at the Dartford Crossing - that’s the straightforward message being 
sent to the Government from across the county, writes Jamie Weir... 



CROSSING : From left to right; Dartford MP Gareth Johnson, Natalie Chapman of the FTA, Christine Drury of CPRE Kent and Gravesend MP Adam Holloway 


F IVE more years of pain is 
what the Tunbridge Wells- 
based Freight Transport 
Association (FTA) is predict¬ 
ing for motorists, unless the 
Government acts faster to resolve the 
brewing crisis at the Dartford 
Crossing. 

Currently motorists arriving at the 
crossing are experiencing faster travel 
times than in recent years, thanks to 
the new free-flow tolls which became 
fully operational in June this year. 

However the FTA alongside High¬ 
ways England, Kent County Council 
and Dartford MP Gareth Johnson are 
warning that it’s a medium term solu¬ 
tion, which won’t keep traffic rolling 
in the longer term. 

Before the election, the Government 
pledged to get started on examining 
the case for a new lower Thames cross¬ 
ing in the new Parliament. Highways 
England - the government organisa¬ 
tion tasked with operating the major 
road network - told KoS that work is 
already underway to examine the two 
options for a new crossing which are 
currently being considered. 

Option A would cross the river at 
Dartford, near to the existing cross¬ 
ing, while the second choice, Option C, 
would cut east of Gravesend. 

For Dartford MP, Gareth Johnson, 
the answer is clear cut. The Conserva¬ 
tive says that no new crossing should 
be built in his constituency. While it 
would be easy to dismiss this as the 
concern of the area’s MP, he makes a 
compelling case. 

He told KoS: “I’ve been quite con¬ 
sistent about this issue. It would be 
completely wrong for any new cross¬ 
ing to go in Dartford. I believe it should 
go east of Gravesend. 

“Air pollution is already a serious is¬ 
sue in Dartford, with the current 
crossing making things worse than 
they should be. The area also has a lot 
of pollution from London blown down 
as Dartford sits in a basin. More traffic 
from any new crossing would exacer¬ 
bate the issue even more. 

“It would not only be unfair to ask 
Dartford to take the burden of another 
crossing, it would be seriously damag¬ 
ing to the environment.” 

It isn’t just the environment which 
Mr Johnson is concerned about 
though. He also says that it would fail 
motorists - something which Kent 
County Council leader Paul Carter 
agrees with. 

Cllr Carter told KoS: “I think that 
there is a general consensus from the 
local enterprise partnership that the 
east of Gravesend option would be the 
right location for a new crossing. 

“That would give a new route to the 
north of England which would build 
resilience into the road network. 

“You look at the air quality figures 
in Dartford, and it would be utterly ap¬ 


palling to build another crossing 
there. 

“A crossing east of Gravesend would 
mean that motorists would have a 
choice. If there was another crossing 
at Dartford and there was an accident, 
it would still cause problems.” 

The FTA’s head of policy, Natalie 
Chapman, said that currently there 
was no choice for freight if there was a 
closure of the crossing. 

She said: “If the crossing is closed 
due to an accident, or any other prob¬ 
lem, lorries travelling across it are ef¬ 
fectively stranded. The Blackwall 
Tunnel isn’t an option for many, due 
to size restrictions on vehicles, while 
the only other option is to go clock¬ 
wise around the M2 5. The times that 
would take makes it unfeasible for 
drivers, which causes more problems. 

“A new crossing at option C would 
give more option to drivers and prob¬ 
ably draw a lot of traffic going through 
Dartford away from it.” 

Not everyone favours a crossing 
east of Gravesend though, with coun¬ 
tryside campaign group CPRE Kent 
disputing that a new crossing is even 
necessary right now. 

Chairman of the charity, Christine 
Drury said that transport troubles 


need a more holistic fix than more 
road building. 

She said: “The free flow tolls only 
became fully operational northbound 
on June 13 so we need to let them fully 
bed in before we can see the impact in 
terms of traffic flow and efficiency. 

“We also need to look closely at pub¬ 
lic transport including the effect of 
Crossrail and new rail services in 
north Kent. 

“Therefore it is too early to make 
any decisions on a potentially very ex¬ 
pensive and environmentally-damag¬ 
ing new crossing which we believe is 
unnecessary. It is proven and accepted 
by all that increased road capacity al¬ 
ways leads to increased traffic and we 
are advocating a shift to public trans¬ 
port as a preferable solution.” 

That’s something which Graves¬ 
end’s MP, Adam Holloway agrees 
with. 

He told KoS: “We’ve only just got rid 
of the tolls, so there is no way of know¬ 
ing what the effect of that will be. 

“Aside from that, any crossing east 
of Gravesend would do massive 
environmental damage, and destroy 
property prices for many people. A 
new crossing there would also be 
staggeringly expensive, and I don’t 


know how it would be funded.” 

The forward-thinking MP also said 
he thought the future could hold 
the key to trouble at the current 
crossing. 

He said: “Within the next decade, 
many vehicles on our roads are likely 
to have some sort of autonomous driv¬ 
ing capability. That would mean that 
if there was congestion, the car could 
take over and all traffic could be taken 
down the road in the most efficient 
manner. That could alleviate many of 
the problems currently faced at the 
crossing.” 

Highways England spokesman, 
James Wright, said that although the 
free flow tolls were working to relieve 
pressure at the crossing, traffic would 
begin to build again. 

Mr Wright said: “There are real im¬ 
provements at the crossing right now, 
but they are only likely to be felt for the 
short, and medium term. Free flow 
will bring relief for the next 10 years, 
maybe more, but with the crossing al¬ 
ready taking high volumes of traffic it 
will become crucial to get a long term 
solution soon.” 

Highways England says that it is 
currently working on detailed assess¬ 
ments of both options. These are ex¬ 


pected to be passed to the minister re¬ 
sponsible for transport before the end 
of this year, with a public consultation 
scheduled to take place early next year 
and a final decision taken sometime 
next summer. 

Ms Chapman says that the current 
time frame means motorists will be 
left suffering more congestion, and 
she would like to see a new crossing 
built faster. 

She said: “Heading northbound 
through the tunnels is expected to go 
back to pre-free flow levels by 2020. 

“No new crossing is, at this stage, 
expected until around 2025. That 
means there would be another five 
years of pain under the current time 
frame.” 

It’s a sentiment echoed by Cllr Cart¬ 
er, who talked of other countries 
building at a much faster rate. 

He said: “People sitting in traffic is 
bad for business and bad for the 
economy. 

“In this country we wait for far too 
long to get large infrastructure 
projects underway. The Chinese are 
managing to build huge projects with¬ 
in two years. It’s going to get more and 
more miserable for motorists as traffic 
levels creep back up.” 
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MANHATTAN: Kathy Batts swam around the island, covering some 28.5 miles in nine and a half hours dodging oil, rubbish and a huge number of fast-moving watercraft 

55-year-old open water swimmer 
earns her place in record books 

Swum the English Channel? Looking for the next challenge? That’s what spurred on mother-of-two 
Kathy Batts to head to New York and swim round the Island of Manhattan, writes Chris Murphy... 


A T the age of 55, many 
women would be con¬ 
tent to put their feet up 
and dream of an expen¬ 
sive shopping trip to 
somewhere exotic - somewhere, per¬ 
haps, like New York City. 

Kathy Batts, from Strood, decided 
to visit the Big Apple but not to go 
shopping. No, having already swum 
the English Channel, she wanted a 
new challenge and instead decided to 
swim round the island of Manhattan. 

She is now one of the oldest people 
in the world to have completed the 
gruelling challenge, which is one 
third of what Americans call the Tri¬ 
ple Crown of marathon swimming, 
along with the English Channel and 
the Catalina Channel in California. 

Of course, Kathy is no swimming 
novice, being the treasurer of both 
the Channel Swimming and Piloting 
Federation and the City of Rochester 
Swimming Club. 

She also carried the torch in the 
run up to the last Olympics. 

Her marathon Manhattan effort 
took some nine and a half hours to 
complete and afterwards Kathy told 
KoS: “It is 28.5 miles around the Is¬ 
land of Manhattan. I was a solo 
swimmer setting off on Tuesday, June 
16, at 6.45am to avoid boat traffic 
and make use of the tides. 

“I should have swum on Monday 
but there was a bad storm so it was 
put off until the Tuesday, which 


meant the tides were not as good and 
I had a predicted time of 10 hours 45 
minutes.” 

The married mum-of-two said: “It 
was choppy in the Hudson River, a bit 
like Dover on a bad day, but this is my 
kind of swimming, so I made up 
ground and finished in nine hours, 
36 minutes. I was thrilled to say the 
least.” 

She added: “I have been closely 
checking all the records I can, and it 
looks like I am one of the oldest ever 
to have completed the swim. 

“Considering how popular this 
part of the world is, it is very rare for 
people to take on this swim, because 
it is so tough, dangerous, and you 
must have either a solo Channel or 
Catalina swim behind you. 

“The waters are usually very busy, 
and shipping won’t always be happy 
to slow up or change direction be¬ 
cause of swimmers. The rivers have 
ferries crossing all day. Just two 
others also swam on the same day as 
me - there was a Mexican who was 
20 minutes ahead of me and a Scot¬ 
tish lady some two minutes behind 
me. 

“My feelings on the swim are that I 
loved every bit and so want to do it 
again.” 

Of course preparation and plan¬ 
ning are everything when taking on 
a dangerous swim like this and Kathy 
had her experience of swimming the 
Channel - famed for being the busiest 



BEFORE: Kathy just before she 
tackled the marathon swim 

shipping lane in the world - to help her. 

Knowing how to handle traffic at 
these sorts of levels enabled Kathy 
and her team on the escort boat to en¬ 
sure her safety. 

“On the Saturday my team and I 
did the Circle Line Boat tour and 
made notes of the areas that needed 
extra attention,” she explained. “For 
example Hell Gate is where the tides 
are strong and three parts of the 
East River meet. It separates Astoria, 
Queens from Randall’s and Wards 
Islands which used to be two 
separate islands and are now joined. 


The water can be very turbulent. 

“And further south, the area loved 
by tourists is always busy, the Staten 
Island Ferry tends to pull away at top 
speed. The East River is a dirty stretch 
of water and tough to cope with.” 

On the day of the swim, Kathy and 
the other swimmers had the NYPD 
police launch escort them the entire 
way. 

She added: “Looking towards the 
shore, I could see joggers stop and 
wave but I didn’t stop to acknowledge 
them, sadly. Time was important to 
me and I had the Circle Line Ferry 
pull alongside me which was pretty 
exhilarating. It gave me a boost. 

“I loved that tourists took the time 
to stop and take a look, and I didn’t 
mean to ignore them. Knowing they 
were interested in what I was doing 
spurred me on.” 

But traffic was not the only prob¬ 
lems she faced on the swim, she ex¬ 
plained: “There was something all 
the way. The East River has to be the 
dirtiest stretch of water I have ever 
swam in. There was even oil on the 
surface, along with debris. It was so 
disgusting - how I haven’t ended up 
with a stomach bug or perhaps some¬ 
thing even worse, I will never know.” 

Kathy, who works as a house par¬ 
ent at Kings School, Rochester, and as 
lifeguard trainer, says she would not 
have been able to take on the chal¬ 
lenge, let alone complete it, without 
her support team. 


She said: “This is dangerous stuff, 
and needs plenty of pre-planning and 
preparation. I have the support of 
Stewart Winn, the coach at the City 
of Rochester Swimming and Life¬ 
guard Club, and Janet Gifford, the 
club’s secretary. Kevin Murphy is my 
open water coach, friend and col¬ 
league from the channel swimming 
and piloting federation and advised 
me on Manhattan. He is an advisor 
for all the open water swims and is 
himself a Manhattan swimmer. Then 
there is Sarah Dunstan, a long dis¬ 
tance swimmer from Virginia and a 
good friend.” 

She added: “Without their com¬ 
bined work on the boat this swim 
would have been impossible, They 
made my feeds of liquids, sorted my 
Jelly Babies out, plus took messages 
and updated the Facebook page.” 

There are no prizes for guessing 
Kathy’s next challenge - swimming 
the Catalina Channel - and giving 
her the Triple Crown of open water 
swimming. 

Looking forward, Kathy said: “I 
would so love to do it now but realisti¬ 
cally I have to save hard for the entry 
fees, flights, accommodation, and 
training. The long list does tend to go 
on and on - so maybe within two years. 

“Sponsorship is impossible. No one 
wants to sponsor 5 5-year-old wom¬ 
en. The Manhattan entry fees alone 
were $3,300, so money is always a 
problem.” 
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SHOZNA 


DINING ROOM 



Experience a whole new way of dining at "The Shozna Dining Room" 
with a carefully chosen six course taster menu created by Executive Head Chef 
Jay and his Team, for "YOU" to enjoy for the whole evening. 

(A la carte menu coming soon) 

BOOK NOW 

Friday & Saturday booking only from 7pm to 11 pm 

Reservations can be made after 5.30pm 

T: 01634 847 847 or T: 01634 849 849 

Events and Large Private Group Bookings available 
(maximum 60 Guests) Sunday to Thursday 

DRESS CODE 

Only smart casual attire is suitable 

(please note that sportswear, trainers and shorts are not permitted) 

153 Maidstone Road, Rochester, Kent ME1 1 RR 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


PLEASED: Director Ian Talbot, writer Peter James and producer Josh Andrews put in a great deal of time and effort to find the perfect cast. 


er on how show keens 


audience on edge or seats 

Molly Kersey speaks to best-selling author Peter James about play Dead Simple 


M ICHAEL Harrison 
thinks that he has it 
all. 

And with a suc¬ 
cessful career, beauti¬ 
ful fiancee and good group of 
friends, many would agree. 

But when a stag do prank goes 
terrifyingly wrong, he finds himself 
living a nightmare. 

He is buried alive - trapped in the 
darkness as events slowly unfold 
around him. 

The plot of hit play Dead Simple is 
very dark, and it is based on Peter 
James’ best-selling novel of the same 
title. 

And part of his inspiration for 
writing it came from an equally 
frightening piece of writing by a lit¬ 
erary legend. 

“Edgar Allen Poe’s poem The 
Premature Burial has always stayed 
with me and scared the hell out of 


me,” he told KoS. “When people 
have stag do’s they tend to get quite 
brutal. Mine certainly was. 

“I thought - what is the worst 
thing you could do to someone? 
Bury them alive.” 

Dead Simple is widely considered 
to be Mr James’ most popular work. 

And at its heart lies the complex 
character Detective Superintendent 
Roy Grace. 

It is the first book to feature him, 
and the ongoing Roy Grace series 
has sold more than one million cop¬ 
ies and been translated into 36 lan¬ 
guages worldwide. 

“Dead Simple is the first of the 11 
novels published so far,” explained 
Mr James. 

“When you first meet him we dis¬ 
cover his wife, Sandy, who he loved 
and adored, had vanished on his 
30th birthday. 

“He’s been unable to move for¬ 


ward in his private life, he’s got no 
idea what happened to her. 

“He’s damaged by this personal 
history. He has been to mediums 
and he has an interest in the par¬ 
anormal, as many detectives I have 
met over the years have. 

“The mark of a good detective is to 
have an open mind. 

“I have met lots who have fol¬ 
lowed up on leads from clairvoy¬ 
ants. He’s got that side to his nature 
as well. 

“I always say, if I am ever mur¬ 
dered, I would want Roy Grace to 
investigate my death.” 

As Michael lays trapped in the 
coffin, Detective Grace leads the 
race against time to try and solve 
his mysterious disappearance and 
free him. 

But with nothing originally as it 
seems, and the clock ticking, can he 
get to him before it’s too late? 


Roy Grace is played by actor Gray 
O’Brien, who is well known for his 
roles in TV shows including ITV 
soap Coronation Street, Taggart 
and Peak Practice. 

And Mr James thinks that his 
portrayal of the character has been 
‘fantastic’. 

“He’s just brilliant,” he said. “He 
spent a lot of time with people learn¬ 
ing to speak how Sussex 
Police speak. He’s actually 
Glaswegian.” 

So how has it been seeing the pro¬ 
duction take shape? 

Mr James explained: “I never 
dreamed the book would take off 
and become a stage play. 

“I have always loved live theatre. 

“My parents had seats every 
Thursday night at the Theatre Roy¬ 
al Brighton. 

Continue on to page 41 
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A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 



For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 


WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD 
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Continues from page 39 

“I used to go and always dreamed 
something I had written would be 
there on stage.” 

The play is directed by Olivier 
award-winner Ian Talbot, and pro¬ 
duced by Josh Andrews. 

Mr Talbot, Mr James and Mr An¬ 
drews all combined their efforts to 
find the perfect cast to appear in 
the production. 

The play features Hollyoaks star 
Jamie Lomas as Michael Harrison 
and Tina Hobley, of Holby City 
fame, as his fiancee Ashley. 

“I have been really pleased with 
the script,” Mr James said. 

“Tina Hobley said to me ‘you 
must feel like God, because we were 
in your head and now we’re stand¬ 
ing in front of you’. 

“In a way it’s very strange to see 
all these characters that were in 
my imagination suddenly appear¬ 
ing on the stage and they are so 
much how I imagined. 

“They have been beautifully 
cast. Tina Hobley is just wonderful, 
she plays a wicked Ashley. 

“She said she could only do 10 
weeks, because she has got young 
children. We agreed to that and 
were going to have a month break 
so we could recast. 

“We got to eight weeks in and 
she said, ‘I am really loving this, 
can I stay on?’.” 

And they have made sure that 
the production is packed with 
surprises. 

“In creating the play we wanted 
to make sure that it was faithful to 
the book but that people who read 
the book would actually get sur¬ 


prises as well,” explained Mr James. 
“One or two scenes have been 
changed, so you can see the people 
who read the book being wrong¬ 
footed. 

“There are a couple of shocks.” 

And the production has been re¬ 
ceived by audiences in a number of 
different ways. 

“We have had one or two people 
who were quite claustrophobic in 
the audience who were running 
out and coming back in again,” he 
said. 

It has also been met in a more 
light-hearted way during one per¬ 
formance. 

“The prank all goes wrong, and 
the whole theatre is dark for a mo¬ 
ment and Jamie Lomas has been 
buried alive and he says ‘where am 


I?’ and someone shouted ‘you’re in 
Woking mate! ’,” Mr James recalled. 
“I love watching the audience, I 
find that every bit as fascinating as 
watching the play. 

“Every night there is a different 
reaction.” 

Mr James travels around to see 
the play performed as much as pos¬ 
sible, and he has attended more 
than 30 of the venues to see his 
work come to life on the stage. 

“I have been to most of the ven¬ 
ues, I tend to go as much as I can to 
each new venue. The audience is 
different every time,” he said. 

“It’s always the most exciting 
and most electric when it’s a com¬ 
pletely full house and we have had 
that for every single performance.” 

A huge amount of research has 


gone into Dead Simple, and other 
pieces of work created by Mr James. 

“For the last 25 years I have been 
going out with police on a very reg¬ 
ular basis,” he said. 

“I am a big believer in research. I 
think that it underpins everything 
you are writing about. 

“I think for me the most impor¬ 
tant thing is characters, then re¬ 
search, and then plot comes third. 

“If you are reading a book and 
you don’t believe what he or she is writ¬ 
ing about then you don’t read on.” 

Dead Simple will be at the Mar¬ 
lowe Theatre, Canterbury, from 
July 6 to 11. 

To book tickets you can visit 
www.marlowetheatre.com. 

Alternatively you can call the 
box office on 01227 787787. 


Family adventure delights 

PANTOMIME adventure Aladdin 
will be performed at the Leas 
Cliff Hall, Folkestone, from 
December 22 to January 9. 

For more information or to 
book, visitwww.atgtickets.com/ 
folkestone. 



Play inspired by a classic 

THE Boy Who Never Grew Up will be 
performed at the Theatre Royal Margate on 
November 14 at 2pm. 

The family-friendly show is inspired by 
JM,Barrie’s classic tale Peter Pan. 

For more information, visit www.theatre- 
royalmargate .com. 


Swing music showcased 

A concert featuring Swing 
music will be held at Margate 
Winter Gardens on August 13. 

Swing Into Summer will start 
at 2pm. 

To book, call the box office 
on 01843 292795. 


The Drifters in Dartford 

THE Drifters will be performing in Dartford as 
part of their UK tour. 

They will be taking to the stage at The 
Orchard Theatre on July 30. 

Their concert will feature classic tracks as 
well as some of their new songs. 

To book, call 01322 220000. 



ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 




Are you at Work all Day? 

Going away? Or just too busy? 
The National Pet Care Company 

Dog holidays with Host families, 

Cat Care, Pet Feeding 

The Complete Pet Service 

Pet Taxi/Ambulance 
Tel: 07470 311260 

info@midkent.animalsathome.co.uk 

www.animalsathome.co.uk/mid-kent 



CARAVAN FOR SALE 


2004 ABi Brisbane, 35ft x 12ft, 2 bedroom 
caravan. Sited on 250 acre Beauport 
Holiday Park with fantastic facilities. 

£ C including 2015 pitch fees 

and 12 months insurance 


CALL 01424 853 764 



BARGAIN STATIC CARAVAN 

FOR SALE 


Sited at a very popular 
Leysdown, Isle of 
Sheppey. Lovely 
condition, 6 berth, 
First to see will buy. 

£6,495 

Inc 2015 pitch fees & 
water rates. 


CALL 07955 343169 


_ KITCHEN _ 

CANDY SHEPHERD^ 

designer ltd 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


Loca/ 

Handyman W/w 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322/ 




DOGS NEED HOST FAMILIES FOR HOLIDAYS 

Can you look after a dog in your home while the owners are away? 

Earn from £70 - £100 pw 
looking after other people's pets 

We provide food, bedding and equipment - You provide a nice home 
Enjoy having a pet without the full time responsibility and get paid! 

Animals at Home - Tel: 07470 311260 
www.animalsathome.co.uk/mid-kent 



23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 

a ^ ■ l ■; jmSmt ’+ 127 ^ 


AS SEEN 
ON 


BBC 


TV 

BOOK NOW 



01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 

www. over cliffehot el .co.uk 


\m\, vm & 




No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available, 
www.manvanandsam 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 
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Singer joins festival line up 


BRITAIN’S Got Talent finalist 
Calum Scott has joined the line 
up for the Dartford Festival, 
which is held in Central Park. 

The 26-year-old wowed 
judges during the TV show, 
and will perform on July 18. 



Choir concert marks a 
decade worth of song 


Bellowhead to say farewell 


FOLK band Bellowhead will be performing at 
the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone - the only Kent 
date on their farewell tour. 

They will be taking to the stage on Novem¬ 
ber 17 at 7.30pm. 

Call 0844 871 3015 or visit www.atgtickets. 
com/folkestone to book. 


Stewart Francis in town 


COMEDIAN Stewart Francis 
will be performing his new 
show at the Theatre Royal 
Margate on December 2. 

To book, call the box office 
on 01843 292795 or visit www. 
theatreroyalmargate .com. 



One Direction tribute act 

ONE Direction tribute act Only One Direction 
will be performing in Dartford next month. 

The show features songs from all four of the 
band’s hit albums including What Makes You 
Beautiful, Story of My Life and Steal My Girl. 

They will be at the Orchard Theatre on July 
27 at 4pm. Call 01322 220000 to book. 


By Molly Kersey 

MoLLy.Kersey@archant.co.uk 



A CHOIR concert will be 
taking place to mark 
the 10th anniversary 
of the formation of 
Whitstable’s Horsebri- 

dge Singers. 

The anniversary concert takes 
place on July 11 at St Mary’s Hall, 
Whitstable, with choir members 
selecting their favourite pieces 
from over the last decade to 
perform. 

The group has sung at a number 
of community events, including 
the installation of the Brian Haw 
peace bench on Whitstable beach 
last summer - unveiled in memory 
of peace campaigner Mr Haw. 

They formed in September 2005 
following a workshop staged by 
singing teacher Laura Gillham. 

Ms Gillham said: “At that time 
we were actually rehearsing in the 
toilets above the tennis courts on 
the beach but we then moved to 
more salubrious surroundings at 
the Horsebridge Arts Centre from 
which the group took its name the 
following year.” 

Horsebridge Singers has more 


than 30 members, and perform an 
eclectic mixture of acapella music 
from all around the world. 

Ms Gillham added: “Expect to 
hear anything from Macedonian 
folk songs to Doo Wop - and all 
things in between.” 

The choir has given public 
performances in support of a 
number of charities including 
Water Aid, Cancer Research and 
Save the Children, as well as 
performing at events. 

Ms Gilham said: “At the heart of 
the group’s ethos is the conviction 
that singing, particularly in an 


ensemble, is good for individuals 
and communities. 

“It offers physical, mental and 
emotional benefits, confirmed by 
scientific research, in short - it 
makes you feel good.” 

And she is hoping that the 
anniversary concert will 
be “an uplifting musical 
celebration.” 

Musician and songwriter Nigel 
Hobbins will also be performing 
and there will be a disco. 

Tickets are £5. To purchase 
visitand www.lauragillhamsing- 
ingteacher.com. 



* 




ANNIVERSARY: The concert 
will be held in Whitstable. 



DECADE : The group formed 
back in 2005. 
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LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2015 


Saturday 11th July 2015 







Flag-waving, singing and concert-goers dancing the summer evening away. Help us 
celebrate our 37th year with a wonderful opening performance from The Definitive Rat 
Pack and entertainment from the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 

You will be enthralled by world-class music, captivated by famous performers and amazed by 
our fireworks finale - all this while you have fun with your friends sipping champagne. 


Sponsored by 


KM & W r $arf*#*4k ^Events 9 ' 


Aleedscastleconcert.co.uk 0845 652 62 62 n /Classicalconcertleedscastle $0 @classicalconcrt 





Anniversary 

Air-Show & 
Celebration 

Saturday 11™ July 2015 


Headcom Aerodrome Kent 



10:00 am 


On this Special 75th Anniversary 
of Ihe Battle of Britain, oeie&rate it In 
stylo, at our Battle o\ Britain Salt and Air Show. The 
Midday vrith attractions lor all the family 
Experience,. funfair rides, 
style stalls! The afternoon 
with a spectacular 2 serial dog-fight! 
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Roux Jnr and his First Class Chefs in a new show 


Cookery series on Disney Channel will see school children putting their kitchen skills to the test... 


G rowing up, Michel 

Roux Jr enjoyed slap up 
dinners made by his deco¬ 
rated chef dad Albert 
Roux and uncle Michel. 
No wonder then, that his memories of 
school dinners pale in comparison to 
these veritable feasts. 

“Eugh, I don’t want to even go 
there,” he says, wincing at the 
thought. 

“I did go to English school, and I’m 
afraid to say, I know exactly what 
gristly mince and packet mashed po¬ 
tato tastes like,” adds the 55-year-old, 
who admits he’s had a “bit of a head¬ 
start in life”, growing up in a family 
where food was so important. 

While chewy meat and watery 
mash was common fodder back in his 


school days, the stodgy school dinner 
stalwarts are certainly off the menu 
in his new TV cookery competition 
First Class Chefs. 

Starting this month, it’s his first se¬ 
ries for the Disney Channel and sees 
teams of schoolchildren putting their 
kitchen skills to the test, in a bid to 
transform their relationship with 
food. 

Twelve teams of pairs will take part 
in a range of tasks, including devising 
menus, shopping for ingredients and 
cooking them in the kitchen. 

In the final, two school canteens 
will be turned into restaurants, serv¬ 
ing up a spread for fellow pupils, with 
the winning team scooping £10,000 
to fund a school project. 

And already the former Mas- 



TALENTED : Michel Roux Jnr. 


terChef: The Professionals judge, who 
lives with his wife Giselle in London, 
has seen some considerable “talent 
and knowledge” from the pupils, who 
are aged between nine and 11 years. 

“They’ve been cooking everything 
from the quite simple to the complex 
- complex for their age, but dishes 
even a lot of adults wouldn’t contem¬ 
plate,” he says. 

“To be able to cook some of the 
dishes they’ve been doing, and so 
competently, is amazing to see.” 

Like Jamie Oliver before him, Roux 
Jr hopes the series encourages more 
children and their families to whip 
out the pans and start cooking. 

“It’s great to see these children tak¬ 
ing such an interest in food, and that 
comes from their family,” he explains. 


“Food is not just fuel. 

“Their families are not just buying 
ready-meals, whacking them in the 
microwave, and shoving them in 
front of the kids, in front of the telly. 

“No - their kids are taking part in 
choosing what they’re going to eat, 
and it’s great.” 

His own daughter Emily, who has 
also followed in his foodie footsteps, 
will appear as a special guest chef and 
help with the judging. 

“She’s 24 now, so she’s no longer re¬ 
ally a trainee,” he says of his “excep¬ 
tionally talented” daughter.” 

He added: “She’s earning a good 
wage and really enjoying herself 
cooking. 

“We get on very well and she al¬ 
ways wants to do her best.” 


Leeds Castle concerts 

FORMER Kent radio presenter Sue 
Dougan will return to the county to 
present this year’s Open Air Classical 
Concert, held at Leeds Castle on July 11. 

The concert is celebrating its 37th year and 
will feature a programme of music from the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by 
John Rigby. 

For more information, or to buy tickets, visit 
www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk. 


Brad Pitt’s Fury at event 

I THE tank used in Brad Pitt movie Fury 
will be at the Combined Ops Military 
Vehicle and Air Show at Headcorn Aero¬ 
drome on August 15 and 16. 

The Second World War Sherman Tank, or 
‘Lucy Sue’ as her owner Gavin Copeman 
calls her, will be in action on both days of the 
event, taking part in battle re-enactments. 

Visit www.combinedops.co.uk for further 
details. 


Jo Brand back on stage 

COMIC Jo Brand will be returning to 
her stand-up roots and performing new 
material at the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone, on 
September 11 at 8pm. 

Ms Brand has a long list of TV credits 
including BBC series Getting On, which she 
wrote and starred in, and sitting on the 
judging panel for ITV show Splash. 

For more information, or to book you can 
visit www.parkwoodtheatres. co .uk. 


Iconic opera is shown 

ONE of the most famous operas of all 
time will be performed at the Assem¬ 
bly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells. 

Carmen will be performed on October 10 
at 7pm. 

The opera features international soloists, a 
full orchestra and a highly-praised chorus. 

For more information about the show, or to 
book tickets, you can visit www.assembly- 
halltheatre .co .uk. 






FRI 3 & SAT 4 JULY 


THAT'LL BE THE DAY THE SIMON & 

SUN 28 JUNE GARFUNKELSTORY 

THU 9 JULY 


STICK MAN 


MON 20 & TUE 21 JULY 


HORRIBLE HISTORIES DEL BOY & CO 

THU 23 - SUN 26 JULY FRI 24 JULY 


BASIL & CO 

SAT 25 JULY 


BOOK QNt J N6j OWCHAff PT HEATRE CO UK OARTFORD 


TICKET OFFICE: 01122 220000 ORCHARD THEATRE 



Hfgrnbs of l\«fe 


• Good Garage Scheme 

• Budget Batteries 

• Heater Blowers 

• Car Light Bulbs 

• Key & Fob Repairs 

• Immobiliser & Alarm 

• Code Reading 

• H.I.D Lights Fitted 
• Parking Sensors 

• ABS, Air Bag & Air Con Fault Finding 
• MOT Testing & Servicing 

• Air Con Regassing 


We service your vehicle to a detailed 
fifty point service report. 

You will be provided with a completed 
copy of the industry standard 
service report. 

Guarantee of value for money servicing 
and reassurance of a job well done. 


All makes of cars 
and vans 
Keys & Keyfob 
repairs 
Cutting and 
reprogramming 


lb~19DCTOGERZDrt 


vanminii Holiday Pork Great Yarmouth,Noilolh 

N Nazareih. Carl Palmer’s EIP legacy 

■ WoKsfcane. Evil Scarecrow, The Ekclric Boys 

sm iMnltstMiprwttTHMia tnairnK U7M SMMMrnio . 

■ Sniriln IfMndtoil HtOtntaa (writFlit E W [tjM fir Imrcllts Soft** l 

j^tyPtu s Mo riflBanilsH’d l 13 a announced 

„ f I rrl BmaaUD-n Bun v call 01493 857231 

www.uhpweekenileis.co.uh/legends 


www.iysimjse 

CAR REPAIRS & DIAGNOSTICS 

Fkir Con 

<s» 


Any make of car, van 
or four wheel drive 


Please ring Mick on 01634 238 777 / 07801 429 527 OPEN 0 

1 Hotfield Road, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 8BJ aa 6 DAYS v,- 

Emailqcrmick@hotmail.co.uk Just off station Road LS, A WEEK 
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Breathtaking trip to Bali's beaches 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Bali 

$3 & 



PICTURESQUE: Bali offers stunning views and serene spas, as well as the bustling Ubud market. 


T HE sun is setting over the 
clifftop Uluwatu Temple 
and a huge white monkey 
is taking aim at a ring of 
fire balls, kicking them one 
by one into the air as an increasingly 
alarmed audience looks on. 

But they needn’t worry. There’s not 
a hint of animal cruelty here. 

The mischievous primate is actual¬ 
ly a human dancer playing the part of 
Hanoman, the magical monkey sent 
to rescue goddess Sita from the 
clutches of the evil Ravana, in a tradi¬ 
tional Kecak Dance performance. 

With a choir chanting rhythmical¬ 
ly against the backdrop of a stunning 
sunset, it’s a breathtaking way to 
start my trip to Bali. 

I’m staying at The Mulia, an uber- 
luxe resort in Nusa Dua on the south¬ 
ern tip of the island. Rooms range 
from stunning suites with terraces 
and hot tubs, to secluded private 
villas with butler service, and I’m 
lucky enough to be staying in the 
latter. 

The resort overlooks a picture-per¬ 
fect private beach where the waves 
lap gently on the white sand shore. 

The pools are equally picturesque, 
so I spend my first few days horizontal 
on a sun lounger and develop a mild 
addiction to coconut juice, supped 
from a freshly cut green fruit. 

The property sprawls over a gently 
sloping hillside, with the villas offer¬ 
ing the most stunning views over 
neighbouring islands. 

The resort opened just over two 
years ago, so the design and decor are 
modern but still beautifully reflect In¬ 
donesian heritage. 

Likewise, the serene spa features 
the latest treatment technology, but 
therapists are also trained in Balinese 
techniques, while the restaurant se¬ 


lection offers the best of Asian cuisine 
as well as flavours from further afield. 

I’m delighted to discover a sushi 
buffet at almost every meal (yes, even 
breakfast) while the all-you-can-eat 
Sunday brunch is a global feast of epic 
proportions. 

A lot of tourist attractions in Bali 
revolve around religion and, on the 
half-hour drive from Denpasar air¬ 
port to The Mulia, I lose count of the 
number of temples we pass. 



By midday, the temperature has 
topped 30 degrees, so I go in search of 
some food and lunch. My local guide, 
Anto, drops me off at the side of a busy 
road and directs me along a quiet 
track between two rows of houses. 

Within minutes, houses give way 
to palm trees and the sound of wind 
chimes signals I’m close to the fa¬ 
mous Balinese rice paddies. 

I arrive at the Sari Organik restau¬ 
rant. I tuck into a delicious plate of 


Nasi Goreng, fried rice with salad and 
spicy vegetables, just as the heavens 
open. It may be monsoon season 
when I visit, but the daily (or mostly 
nightly) downpours thankfully never 
interfere with my activities. 

With clear skies above once more, I 
decide to jump on a motorbike taxi 
and head to the Sacred Monkey For¬ 
est Sanctuary, full of macaques and 
adorable grey monkeys. 

I ask an attendant handing out 


TRAVEL FACTS 


KATIE Wright was a guest of 
The Mulia & Mulia Villas 
(www.themulia.com) where 
rooms are available from £475 
per room per night (two adults 
sharing), including breakfast 
and afternoon tea (taxes extra) 
Flights from London to Bali 
with Garuda Indonesia (www. 
garuda-indonesia.com) start 
from £596 in economy and 
£2,357 in Business Class. 


pieces of corn if I can have a few and 
quickly attract the attention of a 
mummy macaque with a baby cling¬ 
ing to her back. She gingerly takes the 
corn from my fingers, then scarpers 
off. A shallow pond seems to be the 
most popular monkey playground, as 
they jump and jostle on the branches 
above, occasionally landing with a 
huge splash in the water below. 

I could have watched them for 
hours, but Anto hurries us back into 
the minibus for our next stop, the 
bustling Ubud market. 

I make a beeline for a sign that 
reads Balinese Massage, having 
heard the island’s full-body treatment 
is not to be missed. 

I spend the next hour being pum¬ 
melled, prodded and twisted into sub¬ 
mission. It’s heavenly, and costs 
60,000 rupiah (about £3). I decide 
that next time I visit Bali, I’m going to 
have one every day. 

I float back to the bus in a blissed- 
out reverie and snooze for our 
90-minute drive back to Nusa Dua. 

However you play it, Bali offers a 
unique mix of lively towns, Hindu 
heritage and sunsets so serene they’ll 
relax even the most stressed out west¬ 
erner. 

Just as long as you steer clear of 
those flying balls of fire. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




LONDON ROAD 

(15, 92 mins) Musical/Drama 

THE ground-breaking stage work, 
which premiered in April 2011, 
documents the real-life discovery 
of the bodies of five women in 
Suffolk in 2006 in the words of 
residents of the titular Ipswich 
street. 


A media scrum including 
journalist Simon Newton descends 
upon Ipswich, where locals are 
gripped by fear after the murders 
of five women, who all worked as 
prostitutes in the area. 

The residents of London Road 
including bubbly mother Julie and 
enigmatic neighbour Dodge are 
obvious targets for TV crews 
because prostitutes continue to tout 
for business outside their homes. 

A creepy taxi driver called Mark 
is one possible suspect, telling a 
passenger that he has a fascination 
with serial killers, but that doesn’t 
mean he is one. 

When London Road resident 
Steve Wright is arrested by Suffolk 
police, battle lines are drawn 
between locals, invasive media 
and the working girls, represented 
on screen by Vicky. 

ACCIDENTAL LOVE 

(15, 98 mins) Romance 


DIRECTED by David O Russell 
under the pseudonym Stephen 
Greene, Accidental Love is a 
quirky, political romance based on 
the novel Sammy’s Hill by Kristin 
Gore. 

Roller-skating waitress Alice 
Eckle enjoys a simple life in her 
small Indiana hometown, where 
she is poised to marry her self- 
obsessed boyfriend Scott. 

As the result of a freak accident, 
Alice is shot with a nail gun, 
lodging a three inch spike in her 
head close to her brain. 

Unfortunately, Alice doesn’t have 
health insurance, so she cannot 
afford an operation that could save 
her life. 

In desperation, she heads to 
Washington to meet Congressman 
Howard Birdwell in the hope that he 
can join her on a crusade for 
sweeping healthcare reforms. 

Their battle captures the media’s 
attention but the nail in Alice’s head 


causes erratic behaviour and also 
tugs her heartstrings between her 
oafish fiance Scott and do-gooder 
Howard. 

THE LONGEST RIDE 

(12A, 128 mins) Romance/Drama 

BASED on the book by Nicholas 
Sparks, the undisputed maestro of 
slushy romantic fiction, The 


Longest Ride is a leisurely trot 
across emotional terrain. 

Beautiful people fall giddily in 
love in lustrous close-up, fate 
throws them a curve ball, separa¬ 
tion seems inevitable, but they 
decide to risk everything for that 
one precious shot at forever, usually 
with the spectre of death hovering 
ominously over at least one of the 
characters. 
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ds tor the nea ectea aardens 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


F rances Tophtn well 

knows the problems faced 
by new homeowners who 
inherit a neglected garden. 
Just over a year ago, the 
horticulturist, who presents ITV’s 
Love Your Garden alongside Alan 
Titchmarsh, moved to a seafront 
house in South Devon, where the ele¬ 
ments had battered the front garden 
and limited what she could grow in 
the back. 

When she arrived, there wasn’t 
much to keep besides a couple of 
cordylines, but she ripped out an 
enormous phormium and most of the 
rest. The front has been cleared to 
make way for raised beds and annual 
veg for the summer. 

Tophill is terracing her back gar¬ 
den, which is on a very steep incline, 
although she admits it’s a slow job be¬ 
cause of summer filming commit¬ 
ments on Love Your Garden. Plus she 
has two other jobs - one in garden 
maintenance and another working 
in an ornamental grass nursery with 
adults with learning disabilities. 

“When I moved in a year ago, it was 
very wild - almost a sand dune at the 
front and a naturalised bank at the 
back with lots of bracken, evening 
primrose and mallow, which had self- 
seeded. I’m having to keep a lot of it 
because it’s stabilising the bank. 

“I’ve tried some seaside plants at 
the front and even they’ve died be¬ 
cause it’s so extreme,” she continues. 

“I’ve tried all the seas - sea kale, sea 
lavender, sea holly - and they’ve all 
died. But lampranthus, a succulent 


with pink daisy-like flowers, does re¬ 
ally well in the front, as does thrift.” 

In the back garden, she’s growing 
hebe and mallow. 

“I’m trying to grow things that are 
coast-tolerant but have a lush, jun¬ 
gle-type look. Sea holly and acanthus 
look quite nice. I’m nursing a gun- 
nera which is in totally the wrong po¬ 
sition, but I’m giving it all the love it 


needs in the hope it will survive.” 

The experience has given her a 
heads-up on what to look for in a gar¬ 
den when you move house, and her 
book First-Time Gardener offers tips. 

People moving house this summer 
shouldn’t panic about a new garden, 
she says, and if you can, leave every¬ 
thing for a year. 

“Seedlings and bulbs may come up 


in the spring which you have no idea 
about in the summer.” 

She adds: “Remember, the land¬ 
scape changes continually, and the 
garden may throw up surprises as the 
seasons change: there may be hidden 
treasures beneath the bare ground 
that will rear their dainty little heads 
only at certain times of the year, or 
you may discover that the huge bush 


you were thinking of removing as it 
blocks light does in fact earn its place 
after all - perhaps it produces a mass 
of stunning, fragrant flowers or glori¬ 
ous autumn colour, or stops the 
neighbours’ kids from being able to 
climb into your garden.” 

First-Time Gardener: How To Plan, 
Plant & Enjoy Your Garden is pub¬ 
lished by Kyle Books, priced £16.99. 



OVERGROWN: A new book is hoping to give people some tips on how to manage an inherited garden that has been neglected. 



Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 


At RAF Westenhanger Folkestone Racecourse 

Nr Hythe Kent CTn 4HX Tel - 01304 813337 

www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk 
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Aquati c Cent re 

Jstatnrshedln 1999,'we are now 
extremely w ell JflTS wn for our friendly yet 
professional cdsftVfier sSTrice and advice. 
We specialistfln provi^iTfg many types of 
marine,-ponflT cold w3fi!Fand tropical fish 
to fill yoiifaquarium, as well asjiSfftanks 
to help you growiyour collection! 


ur friendly yet 
ce and advice, 
many types of 


to help you grow your collection! 

For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical • Coldwater 
• Ponds• Aquariums •PondPlants 

• Glass Fibre Pomfs • Pumps 

• Liners and muclftfiore 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops* Rabbit 

• Guinea Pig Hutches & Runs 


^ 'war and peace- 

REVIVAL 

THE GREATEST GATHERING OF MILITARY VEHICLES ON THE PLANET 
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KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, SHOWERS & CENTRAL HEATING 


HHMInl Boilers 


Monarch Water Softeners 


Wetroom Walk-in Shower Screens 


Combi Boilers 

Easycom 24 inc std fl 


TKM Price 


flue & time clock 

£636.00 
Easycom 28 inc std flue & time clock 

£672.00 
£687.00 
£767.00 
£928.00 
£794.00 
£882.00 
£1052.00 


Flexicom 24cx 
Flexicom 30cx 
Flexicom 35cx 
Ultracom2 24cxi 
Ultracom2 30cxi 
Ultracom2 35cxi 


System Boilers 

Flexicom 18sx 
Flexicom 30sx 
Ultracom2 12sxi 
Ultracom2 18sxi 
Ultracom2 30sxi 
Ultracom2 Combi 
System Store 35 


TKM Price 

£651.00 

£743.00 

£ 668.00 

£743.00 

£849.00 

£1349.00 


Heating Only Boilers 



TKM Price 


TKM Price 

Flexicom 12hx 

£581.00 

Ultracom2 12hxi 

£650.00 

Flexicom 15hx 

£614.00 

Ultracom2 15hxi 

£687.00 

Flexicom 18hx 

£647.00 

Ultracom2 18hxi 

£724.00 

Flexicom 24hx 

£671.00 

Ultracom2 24hxi 

£753.00 

Flexicom 30hx 

£722.00 

Ultracom2 30hxi 

£808.00 

Flexicom 35hx 

£1005.00 

Ultracom2 38hxi 

£1284.00 


• Highest flow rate of any water softener available* 

• Up to 57% salt saving over conventional softeners* 

• Removes existing scale, prevents any new scale 

• Protects your appliances and showers 

• Kinder to your skin 

• Saves you money 

• Suppliers to HM The Queen’s estate at Sandringham 

Model Family Size Guarantee yrs 
PS12 1-3 5 

Midi* 1-5 7 

Water Softener Salt 25kg sacks 

• Supreme quality salt tablets 

• Natural salt, no anti-caking or any other chemical additives 

• Natural food grade 

• Complies to British Standard 

£13.50 per sack OFFER - BUY 2 GET 1 FREE!!! 

— 


Boilers 


Combi Boilers 

EcoTec Pro 24 HE 
EcoTec Pro 28 HE 
EcoTec Plus 824 HE 
EcoTec Plus 831 HE 
EcoTec Plus 837 HE 
EcoTec Plus 937 HE Storage 
Combi £1458.00 


TKM Price 

£827.00 

£927.00 

£1018.00 

£1127.00 

£1272.00 


System Boilers 

EcoTec Plus 612 HE 
EcoTec Plus 615 HE 
EcoTec Plus 618 HE 
EcoTec Plus 624 HE 
EcoTec Plus 630 HE 
EcoTec Plus 637 HE 


TKM Price 

£770.00 

£810.00 

£903.00 

£1028.00 

£1138.00 

£1268.00 


EcoTec Plus 416 
EcoTec Plus 418 


Open Vent Boilers 

TKM Price 

£754.00 EcoTec Plus 428 
£836.00 EcoTec Plus 438 


Underfloor Heating 


Polypipe manufactures the most 
comprehensive range of underfloor heating 
systems available for the UK market. 
Suitable for: 

• Solid Floor Systems 

• Floating Floor Systems 

• Suspended Floor Systems 

• Existing Floors & Low Profile Systems 


Resort Rimless WC Suite 


• No hidden Rim to Harbour germs 

• No ledges or rim ensured water is fully 
projected round to the front of the bowl 

• Fully back to wall or open back options 

• Standard height or comfort height 
available 

• Soft close seat included 

From £288.00 

30 other WC suites on display from £53.95 


Heated Towel Rail in White 


• Premium quality 
25mm tubes 

• Suitable for bathrooms 
and kitchens 

• Works directly from 
central heating system 


Width mm Height mm BTU List Price TKM Price 
420 700 1048 £69.99 £34.99 

500 764 1301 £73.99 £36.99 

Also full range of chrome heated towel rails 
from our huge stock 


TJCM 



• Compact minimalist design 

• Ceramic basin 

• White gloss or Light Oak finish 

• Size 781H x 390W x 215D (mm) 

• Full range of mixer taps available 
sold seperately 

£79.95 


Call our team on 01304 374774 

Or visit our showroom to view our full range: 

91 - 91a St Richard’s Road, Walmer, Deal CT14 9JU 

Directions from Sandwich/Thanet - Coming into Deal, at the mini roundabout continue straight across onto Manor 
Road. Take 3rd exit onto Mill Hill. Turn left at the top of the hill. We are on the right opposite the water tower. 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK MON-FRI 8AM-5.30PM, SAT 8AM-4PM 


Terms of Payment - Cash, 
Debit Card. All Credit Cards will include a 2% charge. 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Summer Dining: Six of the Best 



King's Head 
Ashford 

Why here? 

The King’s Head exudes 
period charm while offering 
modern facilities, good food, 
good service and good value. 
There is also a large garden 
and inside there is pool for 
entertainment, with a good 
selection of cask ales on offer. 


On the menu... 

The restaurant, the deserving 
winner of ‘pub food of the 
year’ 2009, serves excellent 
contemporary gastro-pub 
style food, with the menu 
incorporating the pub’s own 
home-grown vegetables, 
salads and herbs. 


How to book... 

Woodchurch Road, 
Shadoxhurst, TN26 1LQ 
Phone: 01233 732243 


Plenty of options 
for food to enjoy 
during summer 


the great 

ish 

uner now 
and truly 
n us, there 

is no place like the Garden of 
England when it comes to 
taking a ride out and having a 
fine meal. 

With the evenings staying 
lighter and the English 
summer seeing temperatures 
rise and the sun shine, now is 
the ideal time of year to 
sample the range of food and 
drink on offer in the county’s 
pubs and restaurants. 

Kent got its moniker from 
the huge variety of produce 
that farmers, fishermen and 
brewers have been able to 
bring to the market and then 
to the table. 

Dover sole, Romney Marsh 
lamb and Kentish strawberries 
are just three of the world- 
class products that come 
straight from the county. 

Then there are the top-class 


vegetables that spring from 
the fertile soils of our farms. 

And when washed down 
with some of the local 
award-winning wines, beers 
and ciders, the whole experi¬ 
ence is a treat that will linger 
long in the memory. 

What’s more, the beautiful 
countryside of the county 
produces a wonderful 
backdrop to the whole dining 
experience. 

Kent eateries pride them¬ 
selves on sourcing as much 
produce as possible from local 
producers - and with such a 
wide and excellent range 
available that is surely the 
wisest course to take. 

Away from the countryside, 
historic towns also boast 
top-class cafes, restaurants 
and pubs serving high-quality 
dishes prepared by talented 
chefs and served by enthusias¬ 
tic and knowledgeable staff. 

So with summer here, it’s 
over to you to go and enjoy! 





Surin Restaurant 
Ramsgate 

Why here? 

The Surin Restaurant is a two 
minute walk from Ramsgate 
Harbour. Surin offers a Kent 
beer to complement Thai 
food, a blonde and dark Surin 
beer from local mircrobrew- 
eries, containing pure, local 
ingredients. 


On the menu... 

The restaurant specialises in 
three exotic Asian cuisines - 
Thai, Cambodian and Lao. 
The owner, Miss Damrong, 
has worked in gourmet 
restaurants in London for 
many years and also cooked 
for the Thai royal family. 


How to book... 

30 Harbour Street, Ramsgate, 
CT11 8HA. 

Phone: 01843 592001 




The Black Horse 
Monks Horton 

Why here? 

The Black Horse is located in 
the picturesque hamlet of 
Monks Horton. 

The surrounding area is 
mainly agricultural and 
affords incredible views of the 
Garden of England. 

It has an extensive garden to 
the rear, with a children’s play 
area. Inside the country 
theme continues with 
exposed brick floor in the bar 
area, exposed beams 
throughout and open 
fireplaces. 


On the menu... 

The Black Horse is a tradi¬ 
tional oak-beamed country 
pub and Italian restaurant. 
The Black Horse offer 
personalised catering for all 
events, as well as a Sunday 
lunchtime roast carved 
especially for you. 


How to book... 

Fiddling Lane, Monks Horton, 
Ashford, TN25 6AP. 

Phone: 01303 812182 


Crown Freehouse 
Rochester 

Why here? 

Enjoy a pint and soak up the 
atmosphere in the historic 
Crown Freehouse, situated at 
the heart of Rochester. 

Crown Freehouse serves fine 
wines and spirits, as well as a 
selection of imported lagers 
and real ales. 


On the menu... 

Crown Freehouse serves bar 
food seven-days-a-week at 
lunchtimes and evenings 
from midday to 3pm and 6pm 
to 10pm. 

A traditional Sunday lunch is 
served from midday to 6pm. 
One course is £9.95. 


How to book... 

2 High Street, Rochester, 
ME1 1PT. 

Phone: 01634 814874 



Hooden on the Hill 
Willesborough 

Why here? 

Howard and Victoria offer a 
warm welcome to their 
traditional English country 
pub. 

Originally built in 1649 as a 
coaching inn, they have both 
taken great pride in maintain¬ 
ing the original character and 
warm atmosphere of the 
Hooden on the Hill. 

If you buy anything from their 
lunchtime menu they will 
stamp a loyalty card. Once it 
is full you will be entitled to a 
free lunch. 


On the menu... 

Every Monday to Wednesday 
from midday to 3pm and 6pm 
to 9.30pm you can get two 
Mexican meals for the price 
of one. Fridays from 6pm to 
9.30pm you can get a curry, 
rice and naan with poppa- 
doms and drink for £10. 


How to book... 

Silverhill Road, Willesbor¬ 
ough, Ashford, TN24 ONY. 
Phone: 01233 662226 



The Marquis 
Alkham 


Why here? 

A strikingly contemporary 
restaurant with rooms set in 
an idyllic Kentish village in 
the undulating hills of 
Alkham. It is overlooked by St 
Anthony’s Church, which 
dates back to the 12th century. 


On the menu... 

The restaurant is a revelation. 
Head Chef Andrew ‘Drew’ 
King provides seasonally 
inspired and locally sourced 
menus which are as fresh as 
they are imaginative, and the 
elegant 21st century styling is 
exceptional. 


How to book... 

Alkham Valley Road, Alkham, 
CT15 7DF. 

Phone: 01304 873410 


■ IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT Six of the best CONTACT 01233 653461 OR EMAIL sales@kosmedia.com 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


THEY should make Manston 
Airport a listed building. 

After all, it has one of the only 
pieces of intact tarmac in Kent. 

Ron Candenhead, 

Challock 

Big question of 
life after death 




WITH all the news about people 
complaining about both the staff 
and facilities at such hospitals as 
the Kent and Canterbury, I find it 
an utter disgrace that only bad 
things are heard of. 

I am not saying things still don’t 
need to improve and some of the 
moans do not warrant complain¬ 
ing about, but I have to say I 
cannot praise the staff enough, as I 
found out on June 13 during a stay. 

The staff were fantastic, friendly, 
they acted in a professional and 
caring manner, I also found the 
areas I went to were spotlessly 
clean. 

Instead of posting articles 
complaining all the time, may I 
suggest we should all praise the 
nursing staff, for without these 
dedicated people, we would not 
have a NHS. 

Could you do their job? I know I 
could not, so I ask that all this non 
productive media to stop, it is not 
helping and pushes the staffs 
moral down. 

I would also say the nursing staff 
more than earn their wages and if I 
had my way I would lower the 
senior administration wages down 
by 25 per cent and increase the 
nursing staff wages by a minimum 
of the same. 

Peter Stenings, 

via email 

Europe has kept 
us all at peace 

THIS week’s 200th anniversary of 
the Battle of Waterloo is a reminder 
of how far we have come. 

At Waterloo, 65,000 men were 
killed or wounded in one day. In 
contrast, we have now had 70 
years without war in Europe. Long 
may peace continue. 

We enjoy secure peace partly 
because every country in Europe 
now has an elected government. 
There are no more monarchs or 
dictators seeking out war for 
vanity or power. 

Most importantly, we have the 
European Parliament where 
modern opportunities and 
problems, which cross old national 
borders, can be discussed by those 
we elect rather than fought over. 

The EU is imperfect and so is the 
UK. 

But I would rather have both and 
strive to make them better than 
return to division and war. 

Antony Hook, 

via email 


Sailing on the good 
old days of ferries 


I HAVE just read your article in 
KoS last weekend with regard the 
glory days of duty free on board 
our cross-Channel ferries. 

First of all, I think it is a sad day 
that the company MyFerryLink is 
finishing. 

When I first started with British 
Rail back in June 1965, they were 
good times and the then Sealink 
company were brilliant members 
of staff and would give you the top 
brick off of the chimney, as the 
saying goes. 

I used to work on the ferry St 
Anselm as a catering officer 
between 1980 until 1991, before 
sadly being made redundant, 
mainly due to the closure of the 
Folkestone to Boulogne ferry 
service. 

Some 2,400 people lost their 
jobs as a result. Due to another 
Tory government may I say. 


Now in its third 
month of debate 


RAY Duff (KoS, letters, last week) 
seems determined to continue a 
hostile attitude towards the Bible. 

Like previous correspondent Phil 
Granger, I cannot understand the 
reason why? Perhaps Mr Duff will 
enlighten us with a few more details 
about himself, then readers can 
form their own opinion more easily. 

Christianity is not forceful, and 
having been around for several 


We all came through the duty 
free era and eventually it was 
called concessionary sales to 
passengers. 

The pictures of the Fantasia and 
the SNCF Champs Elysees you 
pictured in the article by Chris 
Murphy reminded me of those 
good days. 

The Fantasia [sister ship of the 
similar sized Fiesta] came into 
service more or less towards the 
end of the Sealink days when we 
were sold off to the Swedish 
company Stena and the whole ball 
game changed. 

I could go on and on but sadly it 
would take all day. Unfortunately, 
the good times have gone and will 
never come back. People can now 
travel into Belgium and get their 
duty frees much cheaper. 

LV Kerry 
via email 


thousand years, not several 
hundred, it has stood the test of 
time. I am not prepared to stand by 
and let Mr Duff belittle it. 

Maybe he should consider a 
change of direction and openly 
criticise another religion. Depend¬ 
ing on his chosen victim, an 
unpleasant result might ensure, so 
he needs to tread carefully. 

Ray Duff’s previous letters have 
been very provocative, but gentle 
Christianity has refused to accept 
the bait. 

Mary McNulty, 

Brenchley 


EXTENSIVE media coverage has 
been given to the Berkeley balcony 
disaster in the US. 

Almost every dimension has 
been exhaustively documented: 
personal profiles of the young 
people involved, the heartbreak of 
their families, the outpouring of 
sorrow and condolences, engineer¬ 
ing analysis of the balcony failure 
and so on. 

No coverage has been given 
however to the one matter that is 
incomparably greater that all the 
others, namely what happened to the 
six young people after their death? 

Did nothing happen - did death 
bring with it an absolute end of 
consciousness? Or else did some¬ 
thing happen and the souls/ 
consciousness of the young people 
move into the transcendent mystery 
of God? All the great world religions 
predict the latter and some sort of 
moral judgment where we give an 
account of our lives to God. 

The good news that inspires 
Christian meaning and hope is 
expressed by Jesus at the raising of 
Lazarus: “I am the Resurrection 
and the Life. He who believes in me 
even though he die, yet shall he live; 
and he who lives and believes in me 
shall never die.” John 11:25-26. 

Fr Morty O’Shea, 
Hythe 

Don’t let rights 
act slip away 

IN this year of the 800th anniver¬ 
sary of Magna Carta, we risk losing 
those same rights on which the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights are based. Even more 
important than that, it forms the 
basis of rights derived by modern 
democracies throughout the world. 

I hope that we, in Britain, do not 
remove the ancient right to sue for 
trespass against our lands, 
including the ground, when 
considering laws that will allow 
the exploration for fossil fuels. 

Marguerita Morton, 
Tunbridge Wells 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 

The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 
principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 


2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 


8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 
people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



Hever Castle 
Gardens 

by Eric Rush, from 
Bromley 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 

Please note, our relationship with 
MyFerryLink has now come to an 
end. We thank them for their long 
support. 



GREAT CdtbrA-t 1 m best o-f 

BRITISH LIFE 


Made in Chard, Somerset 

Silver horseshoe on leather strap by Hiho Silver, £ 6 o 
Sterling silver whip bracelet by Hiho Silver, £175 




DISCOV^p. BEAUTIFUL 
BRITISH PRODUCTS 
FROM TOP QUALITY 
BRANDS TODAY AT 

greatbritishlife.co.uk 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


"HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


FEMALE easy going, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic, car 
boots, gardening, seeking male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4176031 
AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, 
any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4292 
Box No: 418117 
SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after 
me, preferably, older, N/S male 
with own car. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392537 
GILLY, voluptuous well 
groomed lady, seeks man to 
massage and pamper. Tel No: 
0906 515 4293 Box No: 
412933 

HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407383 
ANN, young looking 40yrs 
seeks broadminded man of any 
age/location for no strings dis¬ 
creet times, games and more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4294 Box 
No:412369 

GORGEOUS flower, Ashford 
Kent, 51, larger lady, large per¬ 
sonality, easy going, seeks 
male who likes dogs, animals 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 417435 $ 
ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings 
with male any age or location. 
Tel No: 0906 515 4295 Box 
No:366019 

KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most 
things in life and a good laugh, 
looking for a similar male. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4722127 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to 
start out with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4710874 


BLONDE female, 5ft lins, size 
12, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, walks, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409025 $ 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 | 

ATTRACTIVE lady early 50's, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM profession¬ 
al, caring gent, 50-60's for 
attention and future together. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416569 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349| 

ALISON 39, petite with long 
brown hair, hazel eyes, very lov¬ 
ing, seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517$ 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with 
long brown hair, fit and active 
seeks fit older male for ener¬ 
getic relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4164971 
DEBORAH 4L intelligent 
brunette, lovely brown eyes, 
discreet, many interests, seeks 
similar male to share fun and 
good conversation. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515$ 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic 
lady, varied interests, seeks 
similar white, old fashioned, 
genuine male for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416215 


SMS MATCHMAKER 



HiMaaflHUMiHsia 

All messages received £1 50 Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated Messages are responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 
space and do not give personal details to people you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 
Help: 020/7207130or email: support@imedia.couk 1 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


may sexy dock ATncan remaie, 
38, hardworking, seeks generous 
friendly male for mutual rewarding 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416211 $ 

SUE young at heart, good looking, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach 
walks, gardening, theatre, seeking 
male, 55-65 to share life with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416171 

JACKIE 32, attractive profession¬ 
al, very smart and feminine, long 
brown hair, seeks smart, confi¬ 
dent, older male who knows how 
to treat a lady. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416297 $ 

BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks lov¬ 
ing older guy to spoil and pamper 
her. Discretion assured/guaran¬ 
teed. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416233$ 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, 
a little shy at first, likes to look after 
herself, seeks dark haired male for 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195$ 

TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 $ 

LUCY stunning tall brunette, look¬ 
ing for exciting times, seeks like- 
minded, adventurous male who is 
willing to try anything once or j 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079$ 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416077| 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415841 $ 

ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes dog 
walking, being sociable, meals 
in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for 
possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415827| 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to find 
love, companionship and to be 
happy, looking for friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415549 $ 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, fash¬ 
ionable, smoker, GSOH, enjoys 
meals out, travel, animals, WLTM 
kind, shyish man for friendship, 
maybe more. Thanet area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415735 $ 
BLONDE female, 47, looking for 
fun, sensual, experienced, under¬ 
standing, seeking similar. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415675 $ 
INTELLIGENT funny guy without 
a huge ego required for damaged 
heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
all the right paces, pretty, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic and avail¬ 
able. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415509| 

FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:413809$ 


earth, fun loving, likes theatre, cin¬ 
ema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere 
and down to earth. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415477$ 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well-presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, cook¬ 
ing, cosy nights, looking for some 
broadminded excitement. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415399 $ 
JOYCE 39, attractive GSOH, 
loves nights out, honest, loyal, fun 
to be with, looking for mature male 
for adult companionship, meals 
out and hopefully more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415561 $ 
NICOLETTE 32 petite profession¬ 
al attractive black female looking 
for similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is seri¬ 
ous about finding a LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415545 § 
PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud¬ 
dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533$ 


manuy do, petite attractive sum 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM gen¬ 
uine child friendly guy/dad for fun 
times together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415513 $ 

JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs 
for friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 $ 
DONNA 36yrs un-modest but very 
attractive, nice eyes, good figure, 
GSOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 
never meeting Mr Right, looking 
for someone special. Genuine 
male please. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4151871 
ALISON 27yr old very bored 
broadminded female with plenty of 
free time on her hands looking for 
some adult fun times. Call me, I 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415177 $ 

DEE lonely divorced female, slim, 
bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who 
can restore my faith in love and 
make me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414961 $ 


BARRY 

47, 6ft, well 
built, seeks 
female for wining, 
dining and fun times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 361787 
VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, 
seeks lady for fun nights in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:377397 

48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 



REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


COME dine with me. Attractive 
black British male 50 yrs, 6ft, 
medium building, working, GSOH, 
romantic and genuine WLTM simi¬ 
lar female. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4763687 

PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, out¬ 
doors, seeks similar female for 

LTR Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416421 $ 

PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, week¬ 
ends away, cosy nights in. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418077 $ 
MALE widower, N/S, seeks 
buxom lady, 50-70, likes reading, 
60's music, pub quizzes and 
crosswords. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417905 
PROFESSIONAL, romantic male, 
44, likes meals out, cinema, 
music, holidays, seeks female, 30- 
55 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 250195 

PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. Tunbridge 
Wells. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:371985 

PAUL GSOH, 5ft 8ins, medium 
build, seeking Miss Right for LTR 
to put the spark back into life. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391970 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 
MALE 71, Tidy, OHAC WLTM 
Lady late 60s early70s for easy 
friendship. Likes animals. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4757205 


YOUNG 60yr old male, knows 
how to treat a lady, seeking spe¬ 
cial lady to spoil for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 417909$ 
GOOD looking fit male, romantic 
kind and passionate, with lots of 
love to give WLTM a mature lady 
55 to 65 for Itr. Text only to 
Mailbox No:. 4760779 
MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 

ROAD worker looking for fun 
times and hopefully more. Great 
sense of humour. Laughs a lot. 
Looking for the same in lady. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4753610 
ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212$ 
ANDY 5ft 5ins, retired, 69, solvent, 
likes most things, meals out, holi¬ 
days, golf, swimming, GSOH, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417821 I 
67YR old male, slim, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, likes holidays, 
meals out, seeking slim female 55- 
65 with GSOH to share TLC. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414023 

GENUINE fun sexy healthy guy 
55, with no ties, looking to date 
attractive lady 45/57 for fun times 
and more. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4717147 


HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 
48, 6ft, well built, seeks gor¬ 
geous female to share love and 
laughs with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 383719 
GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark 
hair, brown eyes, seeks passion¬ 
ate female for fun times in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387175 

49YR old male, 6ft, well built, 
seeks female to wine/dine and 
have fun with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390929 
HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417015| 

HAPPY go lucky guy 62, GSOH, 
seeks fun loving lady, 48-65 for 
coastal walks, lunches and fun 
days out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417707| 

BRIAN 71, likes meals out, 
drinks, nights in, music, walks, 
seeks female with similar inter¬ 
ests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417697| 

MICK 50, seeks attractive 
female for nice times out, gen¬ 
uine calls only. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417691 $ 
ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 
JACK 47, tall, good-looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
broadminded female for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416867 ^ 

MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, 
caring relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415275 il 


E D . 

retired 
Essex 
guy, 
astute & 
wise. N/S. 
no ties, 
with looks 
& humour seeks 
younger female needing 
life's mentor/tutor. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4485189 
DOVER male 54 seeks female 
for friendship, conversation and 
maybe more. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4682630 
GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 $ 

KIND, tall, medium build, smart, 
easy going widower, 71 WLM 
Lady 60s early 70s, for easy 
going friendship OHAC. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4641218 
MALE, attractive, kind, loyal, 
gentle, no ties, looking for kind, 
gentle, small lady for friendship 
and LTR. Text only to Mailbox 
No: 4711124 

STU 52, looking for a sincere 
women to share the long winter 
nights with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4609904 



MALE 

46, wishes 
to meet female 
of similar age for 
fun, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415923 
PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, out¬ 
doors, seeks similar female for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416421 $ 

HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 417015| 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717 

MALE blond hair, blue eyes, seek¬ 
ing female with GSOH, 45-60. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416445| 

Gay 

Seeking 


•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs f 1.50 per messige. To STOP test 
stop to 80098. Srivk <• pruvidrd by JMeduUK 
Ltd, SW4 7BX Need Help’Csll0207 720 7130 

KEEN cyclist 58, non competi¬ 
tive, seeks similar female for sea 
wall, countryside ride, walking 
etc for fun, laughs and whatever. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413337 



BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 0 
CARING man enjoys going out, 
looking for someone to take out 
and have a laugh and to share 
some nights in! Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4736191 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatev¬ 
er. NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411725 


FEMALE pillion passenger 
sought for motor cycle rides / 
adventures and anything else 
good/bad. Any age/status, 59yr 
old male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416827| 

LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417127$ 
GRAHAM tall, semi retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

415463$ 


GAY male 54 years old, seeks gay 
male 40 to 42 years old for 121 
long lasting relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4732986 
Bl male, slim, passive, seeks 
older bi M, 75- 90, for gentle fun 
and friendship. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4398888 
MAIDSTONE bi male, clean- 
shaven, N/S, seeks similar bi 
male, N/S for meetings. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416737 
PASSIVE male, 60, overweight 
seeks assertive male for daytime 
fun, cannot accommodate. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4321273 


Follow us 
on 

aL'loc 



CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national data¬ 
base and from our pdc app. 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




les to a reate 


FIRST DRIVE: Citroen and DS part in harmony - one to carry on with 
distinctive mainstream cars, the other to champion premium ones... 


CS 


L AUNCHING the DS5 on July 1 marks 
Citroen and DS parting, to become 
separate brands after 60 years 
together. 

Citroen launched the original DS at 
the 1955 Paris motor show; the big saloon’s sleek 
aeronautic ally inspired lines and advanced 
hydro-pneumatic self-levelling suspension 
earned 12,000 orders on the show’s first day 
alone. 

It helped that this elegant new car’s designa¬ 
tion was a neat pun - ‘de esse’ also means 
goddess in French. 

Reborn in 2010 the goddess badge now lives on 
alone, firstly in the form of the DS5, which 
launched originally as the Citroen DS5. 

Like its 60-year-old ancestor, it was stylish 
inside and out, but while Citroen had avoided 
trying to ape the looks of Teutonic rivals - a 
pitfall it leapt into with the slow-selling C5 - it 
still tried to match them for handling, resulting 
in a harsh and unforgiving ride. 

It’s now clear that in re-working the DS5 for its 
DS-only badged debut, chassis and ride 
have received most attention; there are still 
the occasional clunks over rough surfaces, 
but a huge amount of comfort has been engi¬ 
neered back without significantly affecting 
handling. 

The array of diesel engines also contribute to 
the new serenity: the 120PS (119bhp) 1.6-litre 


sounds a little hurried at times and DS expects 
the 150PS (148bhp) to be the best seller - it’s a 
beauty - with a diesel hybrid flagship chipping 
into volumes later on. 

The interior is sumptuous; the nascent brand 
is particularly proud of the intuitive touch¬ 
screen and leather seat options, notably one 


with a design resembling metal watch strap 
links. 

The array of the controls also makes you feel 
like you are piloting a futuristic aircraft instead 
of a car so, rather than trying to copy the 
Germans now, it seems clear DS is intent on 
taking premium motoring to greater heights. 


S Ksfs m 




MOTORING GODDESS: One of the original DS 
series models (below) and the new DS-badged DS5 
(above) and (inset) its sumptuous interior 
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36 monthly payments of £99.55 

On the Road Price £8,595 

Customer Deposit £2,350 

Amount of Credit £6,245 

Interest Charges £871.30 

Total Amount Payable £9,466.30 


Optional Final Payment 

£3,532.50 

Mileage per annum 

10,000 

Excess Mileage Charge (per mile) 14.9p 

Duration of Agreement 

37 months 

APR Representative 

5.9% 


NOBODY KNOWS HYUNDAI— £1000 
LIKE KENT HYUNDAI 

Choose your deal, call us for a test drive today 


HYUNDAI 120 

Range starts from 


HYUNDAI 130 

From only 


Price after £1000 min/px 

• Door Mirrors with Integrated Indicators • Power Steering 

• Split Folding Seats • Body Colour Door Handles & Mirrors 

• Daytime Running Lights • Stereo RDS Radio with MP3 Compatibility 


and from only Price after £100 ° min/px 

£219 per month 


View the Hyundai range 24/7 at www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


\ Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 

01892 520026 


HYuncmi 


Medway Hyundai ^eand 

" " v »sit us at 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT pur new 

01634 408408 


Fuel consumption MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 70.6 (4.0), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 - 96 g/km. 

Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 
Finance subject to status. Over 18's only. Written quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. *Part exchange vehicles must have a minimum of 6 months MOT and be free from mechanical faults. 
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Forester: Appeal of the original 'crossover' 


Subaru’s crossover cum SUV delivers impressive off-road ability and durability 
married to everyday practicality and down to earth style, writes Steve Loader... 


S UBARU could say it 

created a crossover ten 
years ahead of the 
ground-breaking Nissan 
Qashqai, by launching the 
original Forester here in 1997. 

While the newcomer stuck rigidly 
to Subaru principles - horizontally- 
opposed engine and all-wheel drive 
- it was more high-riding estate car 
than serious off-roader. 

For some buyers though, this was 
a big plus since the Forester’s low 
slung engine and consequent lower 
centre of gravity made it less prone to 
heeling on bends. It was also an 
impressive 4x4 holdall for those 
wanting practicality and extra grip. 

That it didn’t storm the market like 
the Qashqai was more due to Subaru 
failing to offer a diesel option. 

But the latest Forester (from 
£24,995) does have one; a punchy, 
economical flat-four produced 
in-house by Subaru at no little cost. 

This 2.0-litre 148PS (147bhp) unit 
was tweaked for the 2015 model year 
to boost refinement and economy, 
returning 46.3mpg on the combined 
cycle, though C02 emissions are only 
so-so at 148 and 158g/km, incurring 
£140 and £175 road tax a year 
respectively, depending on model. 



It delights though, with its own 
smooth and distinctive soundtrack 
and while Subaru also offers a 
2.0-litre petrol engine (from 
£25,495) of similar power, perform¬ 
ance and price, its lOmpg economy 
penalty hardly makes a strong 
alternative case. 


Now into its fourth generation, the 
Forester is still practical yet sharper 
looking than before. 

As ever with Subaru there is also 
the feeling that much thought has 
gone into engineering and arrange¬ 
ment - it is the most German of 
Japanese brands. 


So the driving position is excellent, 
with a lofty view out, aided by lots of 
glass and little intrusion from the 
pillars, while boot space is above 
average for the sector. 

Interior design remains typically 
Subaru - weighted towards durabil¬ 
ity and ergonomics rather than flair. 


Subaru Forester 2.0D 
XC Premium 


Price: 

from £28,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Best rival: 

VW Tiguan 


But that fits Forester tradition; the 
strait-laced estate body may have 
been ditched for a contemporary 
off-roader/crossover look, but you still 
expect this car to deliver genuinely 
rugged performance when needed. 

There is also decent ground 
clearance and it may be that the 
Forester has sacrificed some on-road 
sharpness to better cope with 
rougher conditions. 

Of course, it hugs the bends well 
enough, but light steering and pliant 
suspension to cope with bumpy 
surfaces and easy manoeuvring in 
tight situations mean it can’t be a 
poor man’s Range Rover Sport. 

But rural buyers would rather that 
than the less rugged appeal of the 
Qashqai and crossover wannabes, or 
‘soft-roaders’ like the Toyota RAV4. 

The Subaru’s pitch is also backed by 
a five-year/100,000-mile warranty. 



The Forester can handle 
whatever rural life throws at you. 
Now also available in 7-speed 
Diesel Lineartronic, automatic 
transmission with the capability of 
X-Mode with Hill Descent Control, 
helping improve vehicle control on 
low friction surfaces. 

The Forester is able to tackle the 
steepest roads, roughest tracks 
and harshest conditions while 
keeping the ride feeling smooth, 
light and unbelievably quiet. 

■ Heated front seats 

■ Dual zone automatic air-con 

■ Rear vision camera system 

■ 60:40 split folding reclining seats 

5 YEAR WARRANTY* 


Now available in Diesel 
Lineartronic, automatic 
transmission. 


FORESTER 2015. 


Representative example 

Cash price_£24,995.00 

Customer Deposit_£4,881.00 

Subaru Deposit 

Contribution_£1,000.00 

Total Deposit_£5,881.00 

Total Amount of Credit £19,114.00 
Purchase Fee 

(included in payments) £10.00 

48 Monthly Payments £299.00 
Final Payment £8,605.00 

Total Amount Payable 

(by customer)_£27,838.00 

Duration of Agreement 49 Months 
Representative APR 6.9% APR 

Representative example relates to 
a Forester 2.0D X. Vehicle shown is a 
Forester 2.0D X with optional special 
paint finish OTR price of £25,495. 


FORESTER 



Maidstone Subaru 

Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 9FB 

Telephone: 08433 933 625 

www.maidstonesubaru.co.uk Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm | Sat 9am-5pm | Sun 10am-4pm 

FG Barnes & Sons Limited, trading as Maidstone Subaru is a credit broker and not a lender. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Official fuel consumption figures for the Forester range in mpg 
(1/100km): Urban from 25.2 (11.20) - 39.8 (7.10). Extra Urban from 40.4 (7.00) - 57.6 (4.90). Combined from 33.2 (8.50) - 49.6 (5.70). C02 emissions 148- 197 (g/km). 



SUBARU 

n. MHWi 


Finance available subject to status to persons aged 18 and over. The final payment is payable one month after the final monthly payment. Representative Example based upon total contract of 40,000 miles. Excludes motability, fleet and BASC Members Affinity Scheme sales. Available at participating 
dealers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offers. Finance offer is only available through Subaru Finance. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you to Subaru Finance. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.06.15. Prices correct at time of going to 
publication. Subaru Finance is a trading style of International Motors Finance Limited, registered office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. tEvery vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited 
Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year / 60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer's Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Price shown is for the Forester 2.0D X, manufacturer's OTR price 
£24,995.00. OTR includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Vehicle shown is a Forester 2.0i XE Premium with optional special paint finish OTR price of £27,995. Without special paint finish £27,495.00. X-Mode is only available in Forester Lineartronic models. 
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We needed a car 


with enough room 


for all the family” 


* 


: 


Whatever the reason for finding your next car drive24.co.uk can help 


Visit 


Search 


Call 


www.drive24.co.uk for your perfect car your local dealers 


Look local first with drive24.co.uk 
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PRE-OWNED 


MITSUBISHI 

OUTLANDER PHEV 

WE HAVEN'T JUST MADE THE UK’S BEST SELLING 
PLUG-IN VEHICLE. WE’VE MADE IT AN EVEN 
MORE ATTRACTIVE PACKAGE. 


MITSUBISHI 

MOTORS 


INTELLIGENT MOTION 


r 


NOW JUST £299 PER MONTH 1 

Plus deposit and final payment. 


The Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV is cutting costs across 
the country - and if you're quick, you can get hold of the 
UK's favourite plug-in hybrid for less than ever before. 

We have a limited number of pre-owned Outlander PHEVs 
that are available now at under 10 months old and with 
less than 10,000 miles under their belts. They still deliver a 
staggering 148 mpg 2 and are still exempt from both road tax 
and the London Congestion Charge 3 . Make time for a test 
drive and find out how we can save you £ 1,000s. 

We call this Intelligent Motion. 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: 
Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV GX4h 


On The Road (OTR) Price 

£29,000.00 

Customer Deposit 

£8,700.00 

Monthly Payments 

£299.00 

Option to Purchase Fee 
(inc in final payment) 

£10.00 

Final Payment (GFV) 

£12,452.00 

Total Amount of Credit 

£20,300.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£31,916.00 

Duration of Agreement (mths) 

37 

Representative APR 

5.9% APR 

Interest Rate (fixed) 

3.1% 


UP TO 32 MILES 
ELECTRIC RANGE 4 


148 MILES 
MPG 2 


510 MILE 

COMBINED RANGE 4 


Humphries & Parks Ltd 

London Road, West Mailing, Maidstone, Kent ME19 5AN 

01732 658736 

Opening Times Monday to Friday: 08:30 -18.00, Saturday: 08:30 -17.00, Sunday: 10:00 -16:00 

www.humphriesandparks.co.uk 


NEW MITSUBISHI 

DEALER 

OF THE YEAR 


ULTRA LOW 
C0 2 EMISSIONS 5 


Mjy I 

lift .4 Vk 


1. The Alternatives PCP finance plan shown above is only available to customers aged 18 and over, subject to status only through Shogun Finance Ltd T/A Finance Mitsubishi, 116 Cockfosters Rd, Barnet, EN4 ODY. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds Banking Group. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you 
to Finance Mitsubishi. Alternatives figures are based upon an annual mileage of 10,000, excess mileage will be chargeable. The Guaranteed Future Value (GFV) is subject to the vehicle being returned on time, in good condition (fair wear and tear accepted), within the permitted maximum mileage and all the required payments 
having been made. Final payments (GFV) and monthly repayments may vary dependent upon date of registration and mileage, examples are a guide. Full written quotations are available upon request. Offer is only applicable in the UK (excludes Channel Isles & 1.0.M) and may be withdrawn at any time. Offer available between 
1st April to 31st July 2015. 

2. Official EU MPG test figure shown as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 3. Congestion Charge application required, subject to administrative fee. 4. 32 mile EV range achieved with full battery charge. 510 miles achieved with combined full battery and petrol tank. Actual range will vary 
depending on driving style and road conditions. 5. C02 Emissions: 44 g/km. 
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By Steve 


Look after 
your motor 


desk - they 
may buy 
again. 


TAKE CARE: the Toyota Prius (left) and Skoda Yeti both come with 
comprehensive warranties, but you need to keep the car properly serviced 


Manufacturers also had to make 
vehicle diagnostics - crucial with 
increasingly sophisticated vehicles 
- specialist tools and updates 
available to independent garages 
and servicing centres. 

Nevertheless, market sentiment 
still places a premium on a 
FMDSH; used car buyers will 
usually pay more for a car with 
this ‘ticket’ - especially on 
premium models. 

One could argue that this 
perceived premium is wiped out by 
higher main dealer service costs, 
but this over-simplifies the 
picture; with car sales and profits 
squeezed during the 
recession, 


C AR buyers think long 

and hard about new car 
choice, only to forget 
that it’s vital that the 
vehicle is serviced and 
repaired promptly and 
competently. 

The traditional guarantee used 
to be a full main dealer service 
history (FMDSH) a reassuring 
record that everything required 
for the manufacturer’s warranty 
had been carried out. 

But 2002 EU legislation decreed 
this was a restrictive practice, and 
made it illegal for manufacturers 
to insist that only franchised 
networks could maintain 
the warranty. 


dealers became more competitive 
on servicing, customer service and 
ancillaries like tyres, exhausts and 
air con top-ups - normally the 
preserve of quick-fit centres. 

They also bank on the 
perception that only 
a main dealer’s 
technicians 


can know their brand’s cars as well 
as they do, while ‘all makes’ centres 
must spread expertise across many 
makes and models. 

And dealers know that happy 

service customers 
keep coming 
back, each 
time seeing 
newer 
models only 
yards from 
the service 


20% OFF MOT'S ONLY FREE 

MANUFACTURING fOC flfl FULL VEHICLE 
SERVICES J t ‘ 0,UU I HEALTH CHECK 


SUMMER 
DEALS at 

Invicta Honda 
and Mazda 



© (0 


mazoa 


HONDA 


Invicta Honda and Mazda 

Sutton Road Maidstone ME15 9NW 

01622 616 338 


Invicta Honda and Mazda 

www.motorparks.co.uk/ 

dealerships/maidstone-honda-and-mazda 
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Main Dealer Servicing 





Dealers hitting 
back at the 
'quick fit' trend 


plus the good old annual MOT. 

But main dealers have responded, 
reckoning that if car owners are still 
using their service bays, they’ll 
consider realistic deals on tyres and 
exhausts, for instance, to ensure a 
time-saving one-stop shop purchase. 

Using the main dealer also 

guarantees that only 
genuine manu¬ 
facturers’ 
parts 


I T’S tempting to try to save on 
motoring bills by using local 
‘quick/fast-fit’ centres. 

These have thrived as drivers 
try to save on motoring 
‘consumables’: exhausts, tyres, 
batteries, clutches, shock absorbers, 
air conditioning checks and routine 
services, 


DEALS ON WHEELS: check whether your main dealer can offer a competitive price and one-stop shop if you dam¬ 
age tyres or an exhaust on your new Honda Civic (above), Mazda3 (below) or Renault Captur (inset) 


lower value does not warrant the 
higher perceived cost of main dealer 
servicing. 

Another trick borrowed from the 
quick-fit sector is longer opening 
hours; dealers now realise many 
customers want to drop off their car 
early on their way to work and then 
pick it up at the end of the day - a 
courtesy car may even be offered. 

Centralised bookings can often be 
made too, so that customers living 
midway between franchised dealers 
within the same group can pick the 
most convenient service slots 
available. 


are used, bringing the confidence of 
additional quality and reliability. 

And that same guarantee, plus 
realistic pricing has encouraged 
bodyshop repairs either by the 
franchise or one with its seal of 
approval. 

Main dealers have also 
borrowed from quick-fit 
rivals, by offering menu 
pricing; a customer can 
decide what he wants, and 
knows in advance what it 
will cost. 

Some dealers even allow 
you to spread the cost via a finance/ 


servicing plan covering several 
years. 

They may also offer a loyalty 
scheme to retain owners of older 
models, rather than see them defect 
to the non-franchised sector, because 
those owners believe that their car’s 



gsSSSSEKP 


VUith Toyota Fixed Price Servicing there 
is a service just right for your Toyota. 



1 Model 

Intermedial 

.e 1 Full 

Full+ 


AYGO 

£119 

£199 

£265 


Neu/ model AYGO 

£129 

£209 

£275 


IQ, Yaris, Yaris Verso, Verso S 

£155 

£215 

£275 


Auris, Corolla, Urban Cruiser 

£165 

£225 

£295 


Avensis, Avensis Verso, Verso, Picnic, Previa 

£189 

£259 

£369 


Yaris Hybrid, Prius 1.51* 

£179 

£229 

£289 


Auris Hybrid, Prius 1.81, Prius+, Prius Plug-in* 

£189 

£239 

£299 


MR2, Celica 

£159 

£229 

£299 


RAV4 

£169 

£259 

£319 


Land Cruiser (except V8) 

£219 

£289 

£389 


Amazon, Land Cruiser V8 

£299 

£469 

£549 


GT86 

£199 

£319 

£599 



Q 


Hybrid Health Check 
is FREE when 
completed as part 
of a service. 

A Emission pack 
included in 
each service. 


The price 
is the price. 


Motorline Ashford 
Orbital Park, Ashford 
Kent, TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 
motorlineashford.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
Kent, CT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 
motorlinecanterbury.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Tunbridge U/ells 

Dou/ding UL/ay, Tunbridge \JL/ells 
KentTN23UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 

motorlinetunbridgeu/ells.toyota.co.uk 


Your Centre will recommend the correct service for your vehicle based on the age, mileage and service history. All prices include parts, oil, labour and VAT (20%). Fixed Price Servicing is applicable to Toyota passenger vehicles only and cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. Additional items may be required on some services. Only at participating Authorised Toyota Service Centre. Prices apply to vehicles up to 10 years or 100,000 miles. Prices correct as at February 2015 and are the maximum retail price. Authorised Toyota Service 
Centres are free to offer prices lower than above. Hybrid Health Check will extend the Hybrid Battery warranty by 1 year or 10,000 miles as long as it takes place before the cars tenth anniversary of first registration. For further information regarding Hybrid warranty visit toyota. 
co.uk/5yearwarranty. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



BOOKING SERVICING AND 
MOTS FROM MOTORLINE 

Skoda is as easy as... 



MOT # 

Available only on the UK mainland 


All models £39 


Brake fluid 
change 


All models £49 


Minor Service 

Every 12 months or 10,000 miles 


All models £139 


Aircon 

service 


All models 

£75 


Major Service 

Every 24 months or 20,000 miles 


All models £259 


Cambelt and 

A 

waterpump* 


Fabia 

£399 

Other models 

£459 


Whether you need a courtesy car or collection and delivery, just call Motorline SKODA 

and well make sure your SKODA servicing is super simple. 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


For SKODA vehicles 3 years (from first MOT) up to 10 years old, excluding V6 models. National Pricing is available to customers at participating SKODA retailers only. All prices are (where applicable) inclusive of standard parts, labour, oil and VAT and come with a two-year 
parts and labour warranty. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Further terms and conditions apply, please ask your SKODA retailer for details. ’Includes cambelt, tensioners and rollers as required. 
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Main Dealer Servicing 


Home care for your car 



depth is 1.6mm, but most motoring 
authorities advise replacement at 
2mm, especially in winter. 

• Keep oil, washer, coolant, power 
steering, clutch and brake fluid levels 
topped up without over-filling, and 
make those checks on level ground. 
Don’t wait for warning lights - it 
could be too late to prevent damage, 
or may compromise safety. Don’t be 
caught out. 

• There is little point in keeping the 
washer topped up if wiper blades are 
worn or split. And if the windscreen is 
covered with bugs and grease, don’t 
expect the washer and wipers to do 
the job for you - use a spray and 
elbow grease. 

• Shop around for servicing. Even 
if you are committed to main dealer 
servicing, you don’t have to use the 

one where you bought the car - 
some are better on pricing and 
customer service than 
others. 


M ODERN cars may be 

more reliable than ever 
before, but there’s less 
that the DIY mechanic 
can do. 

So, keeping the car reliable and safe 
is now best left to professionals and, of 
course, it costs. 

Unfortunately, this also means that 
owners often ignore problems for too 
long and servicing is stretched 
beyond recommended parameters, 
risking the car’s warranty and 
provenance when you come to sell. 
So: 

• Get it serviced at the correct 
mileages or annually and have the 
servicing book stamped up, although 
motor brands are 


switching to centralised digital 
records. 

• Check the warranty - beware 
possible pitfalls that could endanger 
the guarantee. 

• Act on recalls from the manufac¬ 
turer for checks or replacements - it 
will help maintain the car’s warranty 
and future saleability. 

• Don’t rely on the MOT certificate 
to assure the car’s safety and reliabil¬ 
ity. Problems can arise at any time, so 
have them checked immediately. 

• Check lights and tyres regularly 
for safety and legality. The latter must 
be at the correct pressures listed in 
the handbook or a sticker often placed 
on the driver’s door frame. Legal 

tread 



KEEP A CHECK: modern motors like the Alfa Romeo Giulietta (inset), 
Skoda Fabia (below) and Toyota Yaris (above) need professional care, but 
there’s no need to be careless yourself 



PASSION FOR LIFE 





TWINGO PLAY SCe 70 

• 5 doors 

• R&Go Nav App 

Nil Advance Payment* 


RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE NAV dCi 90 AUTO 

• Touchscreen navigation 

• 16" alloy wheels 

Nil Advance Payment* 


RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE NAV TCe 90 

• Touchscreen navigation 

• Handsfree keycard 

Nil Advance Payment* 


MOTABILITY OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE ACROSS THE RENAULT RANGE, INCLUDING TWINGO, CLIO, CAPTUR, MEGANE AND SCENIC. 
WE HAVE VEHICLES TO SUIT ALL YOUR NEEDS. ASK YOUR DEALER FOR DETAILS. 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 44.8 (6.3)-70.6 (4); extra-urban 61.4 (4.6)-88.3 (3.2); combined 54.3 (5.2)—83.1 (3.4). The official C02 
emissions are 115-90g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C02 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

’Advance payment offers are only valid for Motability applications to 30 June 2015 and are correct at time of going to press. ** Excludes i.d. paint for Renault Clio and Renault Scenic is a trademark of Motability. Registered charity number 299745. 


M0T0RLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCH0LT ROAD, PARKW00D 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
TEL 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT1 1YY 
TEL 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 

TEL 0844 822 7094 WWW.MOTORLINE.CO.UK/RENAULT 



RENAULT 
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holidays 



The 10th Monaco Historic 
Grand Prix & Portofino 

by Rail • 10th May, 2016 
8 days semi-all-inclusive, £l 049pp • Quote: GP5-KOS 


The bi-annual Monaco Historic Grand Prix, celebrating its 10th edition in 2016, is run on the famous 
Formula 1 course with rare and famous Grand Prix cars dating from the 1940s to 1980s. In contrast to its 
modern day counterpart, held two weeks later, the Grand Prix de Monaco Historique is far more relaxed, 
friendlier and accessible. You can get close to cars and drivers on a stroll through the paddock - definitely 
off limits at the FI GP - and you'll have plenty of elbow room in the grandstand too - we include a seated 
ticket on final race day. You will also enjoy visits to Portofino and Dolceacqua. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras • Return rail travel from 
London St Pancras to Nice (from Ebbsfleet on request) • 1 night hotel B&B in Paris or Lille outbound 
• 6 nights in Diano Marina with buffet breakfasts & dinners and free drinks 6pm to 11 pm every night - 
local brands of beer, wine & spirits • Grandstand seated ticket for Historic Grand Prix Race day • All 
Excursions 'Transfers abroad 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 



Ferrari - Live the Dream in Maranello 

by Air *22 October, 2015 
4 days, £499pp • Quote: FM10-KQS 



Paris and the Prix de I'Arc deTriomphe 

by Rail - afternoon departure - 2 October, 2015 
4 days, £439pp • Quote: PR10-2-KOS 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 



Come with us to Maranello in Northern Italy - home to the most 
famous sports car maker in the world - Ferrari. Our 4-day tour 
takes in all the sights of Maranello including the Ferrari Museum, 
Viale Enzo Ferrari and Fiorano Test Track. We also visit the Enzo 
Ferrari Museum in Modena and we stay at a 4-star Ferrari themed 
hotel. No trip to Maranello would be complete without taking a 
Ferrari out for a spin. Test drives are possible at extra cost with 
options to drive a range of models, including the new California 
and the 550 Maranello. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout abroad • 3 nights 
B&B at the 4-star Maranello 
Village Hotel • Return Easyjet 
flights Gatwickto Bologna 
with hand luggage 
• Excursions 'Transfers abroad 


Come with us to France to see the Qatar Prix de 
I'Arc de Triomphe - the flagship event of the 
European flat-racing calendar, attracting the 
finest 3-year-old thoroughbreds since its 
inception in 1920. Our break starts with a 
Champagne Check-in at St Pancras International 
before an afternoon departure on Eurostar to 
Paris. We also visit the magnificent Chateau de 
Versailles - one of the most famous monuments 
in France. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Champagne 
Check-in at London St Pancras • Return Eurostar 
travel from St Pancras to Paris (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) • 3 nights sharing a twin/double room at a 
4-star Paris Hotel • 3 buffet breakfasts • Visit to 
Versailles by coach, including entry • RER/Metro 
travel in Paris, including visit and entry to 
Longchamps with a shuttle transfer from the 
station • Transfers from station to hotel on arrival 
and departure 



Venice & Opatija Carnivals 

by Air -27 January, 201 6 
6 days, £699pp • Quote: OP1 -KOS 


Monaco Supercars, Paris & the Cote d'Azur 

by Rail - afternoon departure -1 4 April, 201 6 
6 days, £799pp • Quote: MS4-KOS 


This holiday takes in Europe's most famous carnival - in 
Venice - and also one of the best kept secrets of the 
European Carnival circuit in Opatija, Croatia. In Venice we 
have time to soak up the atmosphere and to explore this 
magical city. In Opatija we enjoy the Masked Marathon, the 
Balinjerada Carnival Race and the Carnival Parade. With free 
time to enjoy this coastal town, walk the picturesque Lungo 
Mare, visit the stunning villa Angiolina or enjoy the many 
bars, cafes and shops, we also have a visit to the historic 
centre of Loggia in Labin. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 
• Return flights with luggage 
from Gatwick or Heathrow - 
supplement may apply • 1 night 
B&B in Venice Mestre at a 3-star 
hotel • 4 nights half-board in 
Opatija at a 4-star hotel • 
Excursions - Transfers abroad 


Come with us to Top Marques Monaco - the most exclusive supercar 
show in the world. Get up close to rare breeds like Bugatti and 
McLaren in the seafront exhibition venue and on the principality's 
streets. The show uses part of the Grand Prix circuit for prospective 
buyers to experience a blood-pumping ride around the famous 
Rascasse corner, before driving through Casino Square. Add to this a 
glass of bubbly at St Pancras'famous Champagne bar, a night in Paris, 
four nights at a 4-star Hotel in Cannes, a visit to St Tropez and the 
opportunity to drive a Ferrari on the spectacular Moyenne Corniche, 
and you'll have all the ingredients for a Super Riviera experience. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at 
London St Pancras • Return rail 
travel from St Pancras (Ebbsfleet 
on request) to Cannes • 1 night 
hotel B&B in Paris • 4 nights 4 
star hotel B&B in Cannes • 1 
dinner • All excursions and entry 
to Top Marques Monaco 

• Transfers abroad 
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For more Job Opportunities 

visit us online at . , + 

jObs24xo.uk 

J IH-FAPER * OWL I ME * QN MOBILE 


ST.PETER'S 

Lilt H U H t 

St Peters Care Home 

Due to expansion we require 

DAY AND NIGHT CARERS 

and 

HOUSEKEEPING STAFF 

NVQ qualified preferable or willing to 
work towards it. 

Please contact 

01227 744000 

email: 

info.stpeters@btinternet.com 



Look local with 3 


.co.uk 


Swale Academies Trust 

j> 

Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 


Teaching Assistants 

Required for September 2015 
Salary £13,647 - £16,633 (pro rata) 

(equal to £8,237 to £10,039 pa depending on experience) 

27.08 hours per week, worked over 5 days, term time only 

Post 1: A post has become available to support pupils, who have a range of learning needs, both in our intervention unit and in 
mainstream classes. Experience in early-years reading skills, literacy and phonics would be an advantage. 

Post 2: To support pupils who have various difficulties in mainstream classes, a particular interest in the areas of mathematics, science 
or humanities would be an advantage. 

Applicants should have the necessary skills to support in mainstream classes, in small groups or on an individual basis. Candidates 
would be expected to have good literacy and numeracy skills, and, as part of the interview, may be asked to demonstrate their skills in 

supporting pupils. 

Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or online (www.westlands.org.uk). Please note that we cannot accept CVs 
without an application form. Applicants should include a letter of application detailing how they meet the requirements of the person 

specification. 

Closing date: Wednesday 1 July 2015 at noon. 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 


Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 



Headteacher: Mr S Cox MA 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 
Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 

Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME101JS 


Bradstow School 

Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children between the ages 
of 5 & 19. It is situated in 13 acres of parkland just a few hundred metres from the 
sandy beaches of Broadstairs. We seek to meet the needs of children and young 
people with autism and severe learning difficulties with associated behaviours that 
may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for our developments in 
Communication and Behaviour Management. 

HOUSEKEEPING SUPPORT CO-ORDINATOR 

To ensure the delivery of an effective and efficient catering, cleaning and 
laundry provision to the school. This includes managing the operational 
day to day functions of the Catering & Housekeeping Support Staff and cooking 
of nutritional and healthy meals. 

£20,147 - £23,308 - 37 hours per week, 9.00 am - 5.00 pm to be worked 4 days 
Mon - Fri, plus Sat - Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

COOK 

To provide healthy meals for pupils and staff 
£10,646 - £11,545 - 28 hours per week, Mon 10.00 am - 5.30 pm, Tue, Wed, Thur 
12.30 pm - 5.30 pm, Sun 8.00 am - 2.00 - Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 

DOMESTIC ASSISTANT 

To undertake general cleaning duties and maintain an acceptable standard of 
cleanliness and hygiene at Bradstow 
£4,742 - £4,841 per annum - 15 hours per week, 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
Mon-Fri, - Term time only, plus two weeks* 

The closing date for all Housekeeping Team applications 
is midnight Thursday 9th July 2015 


HOUSEPARENT - EXTENDED PROVISION 

Working as part of the childcare team, this role involves providing care and support 
to students mornings, evenings and weekends being a student’s Keyworker and 
some management responsibility. 

£22,442 - £25,416 pa - 41 hours per week. All year round 

FEMALE WAKING NIGHT ATTENDANT - 
EXTENDED PROVISION 

To be responsible for the supervision and care of the children and 
young people at night. 

£23,459 - £26,144 (inc - night allowance) - 36% hours per week, (nights inc 
weekends). All Year Round 

Due to the nature of the personal care being provided, Section 7 (2) (a) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 applies 

FLEXIBANK TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS 

To provide additional support a cover within either the classrooms or residences. 
Flexi-bank - £7.43 per hour - When required (up to 41 hours per week 
including split shifts and weekends) 

The closing date for all Residential Care Team applications is 
midnight Thursday 27th August 2015, and interviews will not be 
held until September 2015. 

*For these roles there will also be up to a maximum of two weeks for the school’s 
respite care provision if required, for which extra payment would be paid. 

For all posts we look for candidates who are mature, warm, creative and open to 
learning with a patient and caring attitude to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and 
therefore encourage applications by email, so for an application form and 
information pack please email personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 
Or you may call 01843 608727 (24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CV’s will not be considered. 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is 
a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital 
is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals 
have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for 
the following staff: 

Business Office Administrator - Dover 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 03/07/2015 
Salary: £16,487.75 per annum 

Experience and Qualifications 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C or equivalent 

• 2 years’ experience working within an Administrative environment 

• Excellent Customer Service skills 

• Experience in the health sector desirable 

Interviews for this role will be held on July 15th 
To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Danielle Edwards, Business Office Supervisor, on 01304 
2459556 

For a job description and application form please visit 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. These positions 
is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for 
Premises Licence 

Take notice that The Glitter Emporium Ltd has made an 
application in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003 
for a premises licence for 10 Laurel Road, Gillingham, 
Kent, ME7 1NT. 

The application is to sell alcohol for consumption off 
the premises from 0900hrs to 2100hrs Monday to 
Sunday. 

This application has been made to Medway Council, 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR. 
Lull details of the application and plans can be viewed 
at Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR 
during normal hours of business. 

Any interested party who wishes to make a 
representation about this application should do so in 
writing to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR or by sending an email to 
licensing@medway.gov.uk. no later than 25 July 2015. 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application which, 
upon conviction, carries a maximum fine of £5,000. 

,2015 


Public Sector 


ii can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk | Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR KENT 

AND 

CHIEF CONSTABLE OF KENT 
Audit of Accounts: Year Ended 31 March 2015 
Public Inspection of Accounts and Right of Challenge 

Audit Commission Act 1998, sections 15-16 
(as saved transitionally for the purposes of the 2014/15 audit of accounts) 
Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011 sections 9,10,21,22 & 24 

The accounts for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent and the Chief Constable of Kent are subject to external audit by 

Miss D. Hanson, Ernst & Young LLP, 400 Capability Green, Luton, LU1 3LU (Telephone 01582 643008). Members of the public 

and local government electors have certain rights in the audit process: 

1. From Monday 13th July to Friday 7th August (inclusive) between 10am and 4pm (Monday to Friday) any person interested 
may inspect and make copies of the draft accounts of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent and the Chief Constable 
of Kent for the year ended 31 March 2015 and certain related documents (comprising books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers 
and receipts). The accounts and other documents will be available for inspection at the offices at which they are normally kept. 
Any alternative arrangement would need to be agreed in advance. Application should be made initially to Mr P. Curtis, Chief 
Finance Officer to the Chief Constable, Kent Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent. ME15 9BZ, Tel: 01622 
652761. 

2. From 10am on 10th August until the conclusion of the audit process, a local government elector for the area of Kent, or his/ 
her representative, may ask the auditor questions about the accounts. Please contact the auditor, Miss D Hanson, at the address 
given above to make arrangements to ask any questions. 

3. Questions may be received by Mr S. Nolan, Chief Finance Officer of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent, Kent 
Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9BZ, (Telephone 01622 677055) or Mr P. Curtis, Chief Finance 
Officer of the Chief Constable, Kent Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent. ME15 9BZ, (Tel: 01622 652761) by 
prior arrangement with the auditor, Miss D. Hanson, at the address given above to whom requests for this purpose should be 
addressed. 

4. From 10am on 10th August until the conclusion of the audit process, a local government elector for the area of Kent, or his/ 
her representative, may object to the accounts asking that the auditor issue a report in the public interest (under section 8 of the 
Audit Commission Act 1998) and/or apply to the court for a declaration that an item in the accounts is contrary to law (under 
section 17 of the Audit Commission Act 1998). Written notice of a proposed objection and the grounds on which it is made 
must be sent to the auditor, Miss D. Hanson, at the address given above and copied to Mr S. Nolan and Mr P. Curtis at the 
addresses given above. 

5. No objection may be made unless the auditor, Miss D. Hanson, at the address given above has previously received notice in 
writing of the proposed objection and its grounds. Copies of this notice must be sent to the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Kent care of Mr S Nolan and Chief Constable of Kent care of Mr P. Curtis at the addresses given above. 

Dated: 12th June 2015 

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent Kent Police 

Kent Police Headquarters, Headquarters, 

Sutton Road, Sutton Road, 

Maidstone, Kent. Maidstone, Kent. 

ME15 9BZ ME15 9BZ 


Mr Sean Nolan 

Chief Finance Officer of the 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Kent Police 

Telephone 01622 677055 


Mr Paul Curtis 
Chief Finance Officer of the 
Chief Constable of Kent 
Telephone 01622 652761 


Instructions to News Agency 

Please arrange for the above Public Notice to be advertised in all editions of the following newspapers for the week commencing 
30th June and for a voucher copy of the newspapers containing the advertisement to be sent to Mr S. Nolan, Office of the Police 
and Crime Commissioner for Kent, Kent Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent. ME 15 9BZ or Mr P. Curtis, Kent 
Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent. ME 15 9BZ. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Take notice that Stanny’s Smokehouse BBQ Ltd 
has made an application in accordance with the 
Licensing Act 2003 for a premises licence for Stanny’s 
Smokehouse BBQ Ltd, 6c High Street, Gillingham, 
Kent ME7 IBB. 

The application is to apply for the following licensable 
activities: Sale of Alcohol; Regulated Entertainment; 
and, Late Night Refreshment. 

This application has been made to Medway Council, 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR. 
Full details of the application and plans can be viewed 
at Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, Kent, ME4 4TR 
during normal hours of business. 

Any interested party who wishes to make a 
representation about this application should do so in 
writing to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, 
Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR or by sending an email to 
licensing@medway.gov.uk. no later than Friday 24th 
July 2015. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application which, upon 
conviction, carries a maximum fine of £5,000. 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for a New Premises 
Licence 

Name of Applicant: Hardy Aziz Kerim 

Premises: Hardy’s Market Faversham 

Proposed Licensable activities: Off Sales of alcohol 

- Monday - Sunday 06:30 until 00:00. Opening 

Hours - Monday to Sunday 06:30 until 00 :00 

Date of Notice : 19th June 2015 

Any objections to this application must be made 

In writing to The Licensing Department, Swale 

Borough Council Swale House, East Street, 

Sittingbourne, Kent, ME 10 3HT 

Objections must be received within 28 days of the 

date of this notice. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. 
Any person who makes a false statement is liable, on 
summary conviction, to a maximum fine of £5,000 
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Sport 



Sun and Aussies shine in 
Ashes series warm-up 


Thousands headed to the St Lawrence this week for a first glimpse at the tourists 


Cricket 


Pictures by Ady Kerry 

editoriaL@archantco.uk 

THERE has been precious little to de¬ 
light in this season for the Kent faith¬ 
ful, so it was perhaps a little ironic 
that it was the arrival of Australia 
that generated a positive buzz around 
the blend of old and new surround¬ 
ings of the St Lawrence this week. 

Currently sat bottom of the Divi¬ 
sion Two table in the County Cham¬ 


pionship, any hope of a season chas¬ 
ing down promotion would appear 
to already be over. 

Yet the arrival of Australia and 
the sizeable crowds which flocked to 
Kent’s headquarters may yet prove 
to be the springboard the club need¬ 
ed to remind people of the joys of a 
day at the cricket. 

Not that many will be quite as 
star-studded. Australia, in their first 
match on English soil since jetting 
in to prepare for the Ashes, were 
clearly keen 
to ensure 
their big 


names bedded in. The crowd-pleas¬ 
ing line-up saw skipper Michael 
Clarke lead out a team which in¬ 
cludes the likes of Mitchell Johnson, 
Shane Watson, Peter Siddle and 
Brad Haddin. 

Kent’s form, thus far, has been un¬ 
derwhelming and few expected that 
to change against a team deter¬ 
mined to humiliate England on 
home soil during this summer’s 
Ashes series. 

And so it proved as 
j| Australia’s batsmen 
dug in, reaching 477- 


Centuries from Shaun Marsh 
(114) and Steven Smith (111) led the 
charge, leaving Kent toiling in the 
field on a humid and warm opening 
to the four-day game. 

Even the bizarre sight of a pitch 
invader running on and setting up a 
pop-up tent on the outfield could not 
shake the Aussies’ resolve as they 
piled on the runs. 

The match con- 

L i Jf . r Mt 

tinues this week- + . . . 
end and is due to * ” - 
conclude on Sun- * 
day. The Ashes 
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WIN: Byrne roared to two wins at 
Snetterton last weekend 

Shakey sits 
in BSB pole 

SHANE ‘Shakey’ Byrne will be 
eyeing another major points haul at 
Knockhill next weekend after 
back-to-back wins at Snetterton in 
the latest rounds of the British 
Superbike Championship. 

The BSB circus heads to the 
Scottish circuit with the Sitting- 
bourne racer buzzing from two 
majestic wins on his PBM Kawasaki 
ZX-10R as he looks to chase down a 
remarkable fifth title. 

He now holds a 17 point advantage 
over nearest rival Josh Brookes 
whom he beat into second place in 
both races. Byrne said: “The 
weekend could have been worse 
couldn’t it? I was able to get into a 
good rhythm straight away.” 

The following BSB meeting over 
the weekend of July 18-19 will be 
back on Byrne’s home turf of Brands 
Hatch at West Kingsdown. 


Martin off 
to Millwall 

GILLINGHAM left back Joe Martin 
has signed for League One Millwall 
after being released from Priestfield 
at the end of last season. 

And he admitted he had first 
turned down an approach to head to 
the New Den two years ago - decid¬ 
ing instead to stay at the Gills. 

He said: “I was tempted then. But 
Gillingham had just been promoted and 
I ended up staying there. This time, 
however, when I heard that the 
opportunity might be there for me 
again I was really excited and there was 
no way I was going miss it this time.” 

During a four-and-a-half year spell 
with the Gills, he made 179 appear¬ 
ances, scoring eight goals. 

Earlier in the week, Gills boss 
Justin Edinburgh had confirmed a 
new addition to the squad ahead of 
the upcoming campaign after 
overseeing the signing of Port Vale 
striker Ben Williamson. He joined 
the Gills after rejecting a new deal at 
his former club. 


Keep up-to-date with all 
Kent’s sports news via 
social media on: ^0 

Twitter @kosmedia or 
facebook.com/kentonsunday f 
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ON ALL VAUXHALLS 


PLUS 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 
ON SELECTED USED CARS 


14 Plate 

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr 



ONLY £8,967 
OVER £7,000 

against cost when new £16,000 


1161 

Citroen Berlingo 
Multispace 



15,326 miles 


ONLY £8,200 



ONLY £7,617 

1414 

MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 
3Form Sport 

2,563 miles 



ONLY £7,471 



1111 

Ford Focus 1.6 
Zetec5dr 

18,438 miles 


1313 

Nissan Juke 1.6 
16v Visia 5dr 


18,396 miles 



ONLY £9,649 

1313 

Peugeot 1071.0 
12v Active 5dr 

^ 26,071 miles 

-K 


ONLY £5,616 

1161 

Volkswagen Golf 
\^1.6TDi Match 

33,466 miles 



ONLY £10,746 


Barnes Auto Store 

Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. 




Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755 531 

www.maidstonemg.co.uk 


j 


[ 

JUST ENTER 

THE POSTCODE 

j 

7 1 

ME159YF 



MG3 Fuel consumption mpg (I /100km) for MG3 Range: Urban: 37.7 (7.5), Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9), Combined 48.7 (5.8), C02 Emissions 136 g/km. 

Car shown for illustration purposes only. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender Finance subject to status.Terms and conditions apply. Available to 18s and over Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Finance by 
Santander Consumer Finance RH I I SR. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please ask for further details. 
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